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A MARK OF UNITY AMONG'OURSRLVES)"

We know very well that “many, Troin ontside, an

nover wear, of barping on the iffuronces existing
batweon the partiesin the Chureh. And somb, emong
H0riblvee, arg equally fond: 'of eXagnorating 41l littlo
binte bF difforente, &b If By 'wedd + ybdamohtal,”
“ yital* &o -—axaggornions whigh'are untrae i the
first place, and lead to nothing but an incrgase of irri-
tation, and a further aggrivation df the bitierness of
‘party spint. ‘ -
" We, on tho contrary, find'it fiot'only our duty, but
wo rejoice in it as one of our greatest pleasures, to
point out {rom timo to time, the substantial Bgreement
afiall things ** fundamental” and ¢ vithi”: and to show,
aiso, that the bitterést, and apparantly tlié most irre.’
contilable, of our gifferences, are offon byt thoe lpok-
iog at opposite sides of tho samo graat truth.

Asa striking and most valuable instance of this
wubstantial ucity, we lay beforo our readers the follow-
fop extract from tho last Annual Statdhient of the
Exccotivo Committeo of the Protestant Episcopal So-
~igty for the Premnticn of Eyangelical Knowledge, of
which we Lava taken the hberty to italiciss cortain
portions :—

But the Society is,

1I. Episcopal—distinctively Episcopal. The Epis-
copal Church being, in the judgment of the members
of tins Society, conformed to the Standard of Holy
Scripture, they feel conscientiwusly bound by all lawful
and proper means, to make knvwn its Seriptural cha-
racter, &nd promote s extension in éponection Wwith
those Evangeho doctrines which it is the office. of the
Church, to_preach,

This Churck, wuh ds ministry, sacraments, and liur
gy, they hold to be the besi conservators of those dbc-
trines. But for teaching upon the important questions
of the Cburch ministry and sacraments, we, as Epis-
copalians, cannot look o a press conducted by combina-
tions of men belonging o different denomunations. We
st lQok (o gurseives ; tor we are bound wn fauhful-
ness to our Lurd to teach upon {hoss subjects, opposing
false doctrine, and circulating that which is true.

It has been saidl that that which constitutes ¢ The
Faith” is not necessanly connected with these subjects.
Bat pracucally, among ourselvee, we find the contrary,
and that the most vital question of the faith—tho ques-
tion of the siuner’s justification befors God—is often
intimalely, and perbaps, inseparably, connectsd with
the sacramental controvers.

There 13, also an agpressionsl denominational lit-
erature, which is being industriously circulated, not
only io unappropriated fields, bat which also finds
its way among those who are rightfully our own to
teach.

Our Church, not baving undertaken this work, a
voluntary association ot 1ts bishops and other members,
governed by exising facts, offer through tbis, asan
Epicecopal society, the requirite facilities of the press
for cxtending the Episcopal Churca: and, unless the
institutions tohich Christ appointed are to be deemed of
no imporlance, W must teach and defend them, eveu in
the way of controversy, if need shonld be.

But this, which is the trial and cross of thke Gospel,
13 1oz to bo separated from the joyous and popular of-
Jfice of preaching grace and salration, leaving the one
to be boras by one individual or institution, and the
other to be enjoyed by another ; thereby exposing the
posuive institutions of Christianuy to unpopulanity and
neglect, @ result which, sooner or later, will undertne
the whole Gospel,

Now, everybod;y knows that the Evargelical Kuow-
tadge Society represents one exireme of Church opun-
on. If their words ara not a far #- 1 authoriative
statemeant of what is held and acted on by that party,
in this country, we know not whero to find one that
is 0. That Sociaty is not confiued Yo one Diocese,
and with no Bishop, like the Pastoral A«d Society ;
gor isi: conducted on a basis so partial ia extent, as
the Philadeipbia Missionary Association for the West.
It numbars several Bishops, and bas clerical and lay
members from noarly all parts of the country, aud
commands the public and general confidence of Low-
Churchmen cverywhere.

Now it is evident, from ths above, that thess brath-
ren hold to the © Distinciive” Principles of the Cburch,
that they maintan thees Qistinetive principles to be
** conformed to the Standard of Boly Seripture;” that
they declara it to be the office of The Church to preach
» the Evangelic doctrines” of Christianity; and that
the Church, withits Ministry, Sacraments, and  Litur-
gy, is the bess conservator of these doctrines.

Siill mere ; wo find them bolding that thess distine-
tive principles pre not matte:s of indifference, or euch
as may be sunk- a3 of littls or no account compared to
wettess of Fith; but that dhe Faith is “ necessarily
conneeted” “Wwith these distinctive principles; that
« the most vital question of the failh is often jutimately,
and‘p::rhai)g&nléparably connected with the sacramen-
tal’ controversy.”’ )

fo be passed over it eilence, or kept from any promi-
nbnds in tho eyes of ofhiere. Tho trae ground is ta-
keat that they are  Institutions which Christ appoint.
¢d;” and tbat therofors they are not ¢ to be deemed
of Yo imporlance;” but that @ wa. must teack and de-
Jed them, even 4t ths way bf comr'cvuray, if need
thould be,” aud wo &1 know that noed very ofien fs.
But tho most renvarkablo ‘purtion bF this ddntirablo
extxact still remains to bs pointed out.  Our bretkren
by ‘unavvidable impligation, hera take the ground,
that the Awmerican 8. S. Union, and the American
‘Lract Society, and indecd -tho Bible Bocisty itselt ( for
it, hke the rest, is 4 conducted by vemlinnations of
men belongiug to different denomioations”) eannot bo
roled on to furnish the publications noeded by Low
Jhucchwen in oarrying on Church work. “We can-
not look-toa press conducted by combinations of men
balonging to different denominations,” say thoy, W
must look to ourselves.” And this is urged, not on

cy : but on the gl ground of sacred duty, upon
which it was so unanswerably placed by the Bishop of
Pounsylvania two years age. “We are bound in
fauhfuiness to our _God, to teach upon thoss subjocts,
opponng talse doct@o, and crroulating that which is
true.” ‘'Those, thetelore who neglect or refuss to teach
the +* distinotiva principles” themselves, through their
own Society, they may yet unite with other Societies
which, though teaching some of the great doctrines of
the Gospel, do notteach the disunctive priociples ot
the Church. No. If they have ever held such noticns
heretofore, they at, length. repudiste them naw, for
they zay,—** Tins (i. e. tho conlroversial teaching and
defending of Church Principles) 15 not 10 be saparated
from the joyous avd popular office of preaching grace
and eaivation, leaving the ooe to be borne by one in-
dividual or ingtitution, and the other to be enjoyed
by another.” They know, by bitter experience, that
i any such attempt at separation betwixt the two,
the general tenets of Protestantism absord all the po-
polarity and attention, and Church Principles are
rendered only the mors unpopular, and the more cer.
tan to be neglected, becauze thus notorrously 1gnored
by the very men who profess to hold and believe
them, Honceforth, therelore, such amalgamations are
to be avoided; for they find that they © expose the
positive institions of Christianity to unpopulariy
and neglect,—a tresult which, sooner or later, will ane
derraine the whole Gosp8l”

Hugher, or aobler, or truer Isnguage than this, we
have never known any Cburchmen touse. Coming
from the quarter that it does, we gladly accept it as
additional and convincing proof, that what wo bave
had occasion to call “ the otber shoulder” of the
Church, is becoming mors and more willing to take
its proper share of the burden in upbolding the  Ds.
tinctive Principles of the Church”—N. Y. Church Jour.

Bandi i e S W S T e Ve e e Y WP N2

Cexso D& LA Ignesta—The correspondent of
tbe N. Y. Daily Tvmes gives the following acconnt of
the mode of gatting Church funds in Csntral Awmeri-
ca. It is worth reading :—

In the month of August last, & lady distinguished
for her many viriues, and loved as widely as she was
knowan, the Senora Juana Baptista Garcia de Ama-
dor, died ia the City of Santiago, in the State of Pa-
nama. This pious lady, by ordsr of Eduerdo Vas-
qdez, Bishop of the Church of Panama, was refased
the counsels of the ministry 6n her death-bed, ard
denied the sacrament of Extreme Ugetion. Probably,
also, hsr ashes rest outside the pale of the holy conse-
crated ground of Mother Chorch,

Why? Iwill goa little into tho history of the
Catbolic Church of New Granada, that you may
know. This Church, like all the cborches ot New
pain, with perhaps the exception cf that of Mexico,
dates its rapid decline in wealth, ioflaence, and use-
fulness, from the time whon the Colonies ehpped
their necks out of the yoke of rheir Earopean task-
master. Al over Central and South Amenca may be
secn ike rains of what werato bave been magpificeat
Catbedrals, commenced bsfore the ontbreak, in moro
or less advanced stages of completion. Tbe Caiiforn:a
traveller cannot havs failed to notice the crumbhing
walls of one of these roofless edifices in Panama, and
many a poor filibuster bas drawn bis Iast breath in
the fong cbapel beaeath the shadows of anothor ung-
nished templo of the Virgin,, in.the war-worn ity of
Rivas. When the tocsin of the xevolution sounded,
the workman dropped hue trowel for the musket—the

and the cathedral balbfinished, which was to bo tho
pride of a province, ard a monument of the power

Nor ate thhso distinctivo principlae, thus important,

| of the priesthood, has, instead, become a wmark to.de~

tho low ground of a wise policy, or needful expodien- -

quarsy was forsaken for the tent and the bivouae, |

sigrate the period of tho deoline of the Tatin race
and rolizion it tho 1and of Columbus and Pizarco.

Centinual rovolations having st laét destroyed every
induates, and complotely imY,overished the people, it
beoada no easy task for tho biskiope to raise the means
to keep up the splondor of the churches, and to majn-
tairt Yemeefves in thiir wonted Yuxury. " And so the
cathedrals and charches foll ato detay. The aold
was airipped from their aiiars, and 1he siiver censers
mehed dowfi to ropienish ihe pockets of tho priegt.
The pearls and diamonds rram {bo necks of e
Saints and Virgine aderned the bosams of the Jesser
angale, their mistrosses, “This resourco, of course, sdon
failed, and thon the succersors of St Peter put ther
beads togetber to dovise some other moans of support.
And 4 mort notable and ingenious thought was the
progeny of their fertite braine.” When it bad been
fairly conceived, incubation was rapid, and.the bird
was christanod ¢ Censo do.da Iglesia.,”

The medus operandi was this : Pensntes could not
bo collected in cash down. Dat the palatial mansions
of the oid Spaniards sull remained.# Tho churches
must get possussion «f them, Ther owners must be-
como thews Jemsses, Weliy when some bigoted peccador
bad been guilty of a sin of notadle magnitude, of
course he must be confessed and absolved. Parhaps
the beinousness of the s:in calculated 1a solid éaab, was
valued in the day-book of the Cburch at 81,000, Not
being able to raise tbat amount in plata, the priest
would Xindly accommodate (be sinner by taking a
ulortgage on bis hotse, the annual interest of which .
debt was fized at from thres to eight per ceat., e-
cording to the persuamve talent of the priust, or the
senility or imprewibility of the victim. In this way,
as the msn cobtinued to travel tho broad road to de-
straction spiritually, his gold bad to pave the way, or
rather his mortgage parchments had to carpet the
track, until the title deeds of bundredsand thousands
of bouses in every city and province becawe vested
in the Church. For iustance, the house I bave al-
ways occupied here, which cost $40,000, bad a censo
or Church-tax on it up to witkin a year or two, given
by s former owner, of $20,000, which, at 8 per cent:
paid the Church $600 a year. When a hardened old
transgredsor wes on his death-bed, or a worn-out,
weak-minded old lady was sighing away her spirit,
while imparting pious counsels the priest wonld pic-
tore the pains of purgatory in such vivid colors as to
maka it perfectly easy to get & good round mortgage
sigaed by the tremblivg Land of the friphtered cul-
prit. ‘This systom will pariially account for the fact
that the Church held the deeds of 5000 bouses in the
city of Mexico, last year, when Comonfort began to
poach upon its mauor.

This tax at last began to weigh so heavily upon the
bouse-owners of New (iranada, that a relisf from it
became actually necessary. So when, somegpur yesrs
since, the Congress of Bogota decreed the separation
of Church and State, and still forther impoverished
tbe priastbood by making marriage a mere civil insti-
tution, casing them of this monopoly, followed a law
giwing every property-holder the privilege of being
relioved from his censo by paying into the Church
one-third of the principal of his morigage, when the
interest was covenanted to be thres per cent., and
ons balf when it was fixed at over that per-centage,
1 balisva the nation assumed the balance of the dabt,
which, of course, it never meant to pay.

These laws were so obnoxions to Kome that ths
Pope withdrow bis Nancio or 23ent, and New Grze
oada was left to poke along the best way it conld in
default of the customary prayers of His Holiness in
her behalf. Tho Bishops were insructed to take
their revengs ; and they do it by denying Church
privileges to every map who shall have the audscity
to redesm bis property from out their clutchos, And
they viit bis sin in this respect opon bis whole family.

Senor Amader had redeemed bis property from
tbe Chureb in sccordancs with this Iaw. So his wife
is donied Christian sspulivre by the Priests; and, it
their power reaches that keight, St. Peter will jinglo
the kfys of Heaven in tho face of Dona Juana when
she taps at its pearly gates for admiltanco it the
angel choir. ‘W. W. R.

AFRICAN BUPERSTITIONS~—ZHE AN DQCTOR.

[Dr. Livingstone, in bis « Travels and Rescarches
in South Africa,” jast published in England, gives
the following dialogue between Limself and vue of the
# rain doctors "—]

Medirel Doclor~—~Hail, friend! How very many
‘roedicines you have about you this morning ! TWhy,
you have overy medicine in tho coontry here.

Rain Doccwor~Very true, my friend ; and 1 onght ;




