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la tl.ost momnts lier mother vcistiýrcti not to
nddircs.s her, but woulid gaze on lier in: admiration
rind nwe, believing lier to b. ti close comrnunic-i
%witli better spirits.

A 1,;ngî,t one day she asked lier wbat nowv so
ii' piod lier tboughîts. Il %viIl corice-il no-

T Y g emvoin, ilny dearcst mnother,' replied the
tlil ilu truth ts, 1 can bardly bear to tliink,'tl'it in a fýw' days my terri of consc'cration, uner

yon:i vow, tv':!l expire, and thut 1 nmust put off mny
wite amet and resumne thut of the wrd.

1And yet, mi, child,' lier mother answercd, 1 it is
bettel for lis fi that il should bc so. Yoti are now
g-et:ingf ý1rr, ngcioughi to go to iwork in fthe fields,
and this i-s impossible iii your present attire. Nor

11Jf T -n, zaod ieav-- you alonc nt borne. It is noeces-
srï tbrit ue slioul( excrt ourselves more and more;
fur' - Sh:e paised, for what, shc 'vas going to
ray Woni1d hivu bc-en a reprouelh to lier liusband,
and l tat she %would flot utter. But lier tears express-
ed lier mecaning. fier daug-liter replied:

It is rint îfnt 1 grudge toil, or ý5hrink froni being
fltte whMti i in truth ain, a ponr pensant girl ; but I
feel as thougli, on ptitting off this religions attire, I
!z'iaJi bc e.xposîmnr, invseli more comI>letely to the

~î.1 d ïCilptations ofIlle world ; anid. perhrips,
Josing ' ,ome clain to that protectioit of the Qu * een
otf ifeaven, as wiose chiid 1 have beca till now
bro ught tp.

Butt it ;s timnc, m.v dear motber, th-at 1 sliould tell
y~oi of ail oT,-rmng '%'hicl: I made oni thuat nliglt when,
for the first ý;me, lie absonted li:imself from home,
-nol heve of:cn since repe-.iedl beTore Ille allar.
Tbere 1 have Wgain and anhpr-iyed that 1 fly
never becf~i& to put offnyv wliite gurments. but
:naZ1 ho aklowed f0 bear them ýivn înto rny grave
u!.:,zained and farther' - she hesitated n- shie
adJe,!d, ' 1hlave begg(cd -Of God to taki Mv life~ in
cv7rhange for My le-ie father's conversion and reiun
tr virtue. 1 c-ainoi litep boping that rny prayer and
ofierizigr bave been acceopted.e

!fcr moîlier %vas greatly troubled on liearing ibis,
awl h-sîily answvecrd: ' l3eare mny child, lest you
tcmnpt lleaven. May God lieur your prayer on
behlalfof your- poujr filier, i;u~t flot on thiat condi-
lion. Indeed,; slie 2ddcdl, aù-cr a rnomnent's reflec-
ticen, ' 1 do i,.at sec %Y11at reason there is to fear à ;
for ilever, iii spie Of Our sufY.'-,ings, did you scCrn 10
inc sironger or in better licaltlb.'

Lt ivas flow, notwithstanding. finalli verrsý-zked
beiween inoiler and datiglier, that on the oeoruing.
of the annivursary of the vow, tlrcy should procced
výery early to the church, seo to elijoy a few *lours'
silent praycr, by the lqght of the sacred 19mp.
%%hich the child loved so mVch, before teceiving
vommurruon in thnnksgivng ; aftc£ wilich, she would
change lier wh:ite dress for the ordinary peasant's
cloak, aind so return home. And these preliminaries

1 .1- .- 01 r, t4aiI)ed, w-ho

boîh forc-bore to revc- qtî in to the subjeci. Only
Marie seemed ever ilitent on il, in her thoughts:,
now occupied in preparing tire dresa ini which stie
should nake lier lrmst appeararice, as ornc consecra-
ted to Und~, that ils whiteness and purity shboiîd bce
perfect ; and iii %woving a garden of cl*aiccst flow-
ers, uis fret last offering, to crownr the image of lier
Lady and Patroness.

But once nain we must withdrnw our reeder's
attention from the contemplation of the vîrtues of
mother and daugliter, to trace the minous course of
the urifoytunale Pierrot, aisd see himn p>m'mged, nt
fast, into the iowest abyss of guilt and degradation.
The month was expirpd, whi:eh hait been agrecd on
for the commission of the crime, promised to bco his
lasi. The day ini fact ivas corne, on the night. of
whicbi il had to be perpetrated, and stili an inipene.
trabie secret was preserved by ail arouad him, as tn
what it %vas to be. By ibis lime, every tIiig warib
moving in tire tiuscs of his tvo accompiis was
pael<cýd up, ready fur flight, and mules wvere- in.r.p-
diness to carry their baggage and fa.qulies ovir the
front uers. As Io hiniseif, lie bail not talien aaiy mnen-
sures,. cuber to fly or tQ seLure himseif agninat tJýe
pursuit of jusr.ke ; net rnerely because hewlus tin
snch igorauceabout 'lîc crime> tbnt hie knew not
bow lecoula besti shapoi bis course, ezpecially
ivith Iris farnili ph hig*pàhds ; but also, because lie
%v'as alrnoit ié èkléss, 'as to eomrsequexrccs, driii lirridly
cared ulirît îlre result rni&ht be. A prey to'remore,
tu slramt, nnd ta bitter grief, be wvould have prefe'rr-
cd a prisori, tire ga¶loWs , or the scaffod,- to I-is pre-
sent state ; etnd lbfrget ail consequencesaind- ili
risks in the assrurilce that, after this; elle, crimre, *ha
shioirld bc fréed from his present thraidoip. Doriurg
tirat fast day of-th-irpartnersilip-in giultIiis-cipa-
niions Strove t0 oceu;py his thouglà is, -and-i vert hýp
froin unpleasarit anticipations, by theÏr wild dis-
course ; and after their mne4l, they plied himn wi:li
strong Irink, which, if it did flot actually intoxicate
hin, dulled his faculties, andi lcated bris blood. Ile
twas rcady for any th ing, and lie seenied to bave
mnde up bis mind for any crime, in. a. desPc rate

mood of exc:itemnent, almost a.rounting to p arenzy.
And suill 'ie shuddered %vith'rn zihnsolrWl at tinrinig,
that flossilly murder mright bc demanded fromn hum:
no oilier wicked deed now secrncd to him. terrible

-Or impossible. And yet, when the proposed crimza
%va.s .unvdiied to him, it was one as rnuc!l beyond bis
thoughts as this, and appeored to liri no legs fright-
fut ; and hée shrank fromn il with a trembling loti-or
thàt sta«gved bis very companions.

It was flot till fate at nigrht, when an the point of
starting frein tire hou-Re, that the object tif their ex-
pedition "'as revealed to Pierrot. It was xno le-ss
tian t0 plander tbe -hurch of Moint-Marie, te strip
il of it silver dozratives, its rich. altar plaie, thre or-
naments of ils image and ils tabernacle, and carry
the whole of * ie frontiers into Spain. They liad
ýmade ail netesserry arrangements for concairg or


