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THE COMMERCIAL,

tion of business mon ropresonting Manitoba
and tho Territorics, In calling such a con-
vention it wonld bo uccessary to take up
somo mattors which are of special interest to
country merchants, such, for ivstance, asthe
eredit system, insurance, hundling produce,
ote. Thore are other questions of wider in-
torest to the counury at largo. Somne
mattors might Lo taken wup with the
object of impressing upon the local
or fedoral governments, as tho cass may be,
tho particular needs of the commercial and
i ndustrial interests of the Woest, or the general
requiroments of our western country. The
convention would .o doubtalso haveastimulat
ing influence in the direction of securing the
establishment of local buards of trade or
other business organizations in country
towns.

CANADIAN ERTERPRISE WANIED.

The Spokesman-Reviow, o paper published
at Spokavo, Washington, recently had an
article which shows what Canada is losing
owing tolack of railway facilities into the
rich Kootenay region, Though this district
is Canadian territory it cannot bo roached by
re direct through Canadian territory.
The present Canadian rcute is to Rovelstoko,
on the main line of the Canadian Pacific
Railevay, and thence by steamers on tho
Columbia river, Tho Kootonay country has
direct railivay coanection with Spokane, the
chief city in tho interior of Washington
state, and this gives Spokane merchants a
great advantage in supplying the wants of
the district.

Tho Spokano paper referred to above is
authority for tho statement thas 831,000,000
of silver-lead and gold ores were entered at
tho United States customs port of Northport,
coming from the Kootenay country. ‘These
ores go largely to the United States fos smelt-
ing, wheu a great industry might bo main-
tained in this country in smelting these ores,

But it is not only this wealth that is guing
out of the country. The mining towns of
the Kootonay country draw largely for sup-
plies from the United States, when thoy should
be supplied by Manitoba, tho territories and
other parts of British Columbia. All tho
produce consumed in tho district is brought
in from outside, a3 there is no farming dune
in the d.strict, and thesesupplics come largely
from Spokane. 'The Spokane paper referred
to, in speaking of tho supplies sent to the
Kootenay country says:

*The eoxports are mcst interzsting and
make a showing which should put Spokane
on an excellent fouting as a whulesale town,
In a year’» time goods to the value of a
million dollars have passed through North-
port and have paid duty. By far the largest
part of the oxports bave been groceries and
fo.dstuffs. Ewvery article which is consumed
in presperous mining camps is included in
the lists of the eustums collector, and his re-
ports shew that uearly 75 per cent. of the ex-
ports como from Spokane and eastern Wash-
ington. Tho businessis 1ncrcasing, It bas
been steady for two years past up to tho be-
giuning of the present mining season, bat
now it is larger than over., The smaller
towns are good traders, Rosslaud imports
the bulk of goods, and there is a gain of a
Jarge per cent. in tho business dono in that
section.”

From the abovo it will be scon that $1,000,-
000 worth of goods havo boon brought into
the Kootunay country from the United States
vin Northport alone. These imports, it is
undorstood, woro largoly foodstuifs, such as
aro proluced in Manitoba aud tho Territories,
and which should bo supplied by our farmers,
Spokano counts upon becoming a largo whole-
salotown, mainly as a sourco of supply for
this region, which, as Canadian territory,
should be supplied by our own farmers and
morchants, .

What is nceded to preserve this tradeis a
direct lino of railway into the Ilvotenay
country. T'his ¢ bo accomplished by build-
ing & railway through tho Crow's Nest Pass
of tho Rucky Mountains, This pass isina
direct line westward from Lethbride, Alberta,
which is the nearest point reached by arailway
line runnirg in the direotion desired. A
rallway through the Crow's Nest Pass would
penetrate right through the heart of the rich
Kootenay country, and the pass is said to be
a vory desirablo one for a railway, Basides,
rich coal doposits have been discovered in the
pas3, of o quality suitable for coking, Potrol-
eum i8 aleo said to oxist in the pass, By the
construction of this road the country would
not only be opened out by a direct linoof
railway, but coal would also be produced for
the smelters which would be cetablished in
Canadian territory, and the ores now going to
the United States would be treated at homae,
Thus a great industry would be built up.
The jobbing trade of Winnipeg would be
greatly benefitted by the construction of a
direct lino into the Koo.onay country.

It is to be hoped that bofore another season
goes by, the trade of the Kootenay country
will be reclaimed for Canada.

ELITORIAL NOTES.

Tueg pleasing announcement was made
from Ottawa on Wednesday, that a basis for
the settlement of the Manitoba school
qucstion had besn reached, through negotia-
tions carried cn botween the federal and
provincial governments, Particulars as to
the agreomont, are not given, but every one
will rejoicoe that the troublesome question is
about to be disposed of.
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THE ARMY worm is duing damage to the
crops in Dakota, within soventy-five miles of
the Manitoba boundary. It is too late in
tho season to look for the advent of the
worms into Manitoba this year, but we
should be en our guard lest they come
auother year. Any threatened invasion of
an army of this nature should call forth as
strong opposition as if it were an armed
military oxpedition coming in & hostile
manner.
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THE ABSURDITY of electing political leaders
in more than one conmstituency, is now
apparent. As a rosult of this action, two
weatern constituencies—Brandon and Saskat-
chewan—will not be represented in Par-
Jiament this session. It is to be hoped
western constituencies will in future select
local men, rather than go cast to get o
polizical leader, who will desert tham as
soon as his election is assured in an castern
district,

OwWING to the heavy growth of grass on
tho prairies this yoar, prairio fires will likely
bo moro sovere than usual this {all, partic-
ularly if tho season should be a dry ono.
Last yoar thore wero enormous losses from
prairie fires. Thoso intorested should be
early on their guard and make proper
obstructions to tho sproak of fires, Ina very
short time now the prairiq firo scason will bo
on. From the western rango country whore
tho acason is drier, fires havo already bcon

roported,
*
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THE success of the Winnipeg oarsmen at
Minnetonka, B:lloville and Saratoga Lako,
though not & matter of great commercial
importance, will nevertholess be a source of
satisfaction to our business men and citizons
gonorally. It is somotimes considered neces-
sary to adopt spocial means to advertise tho
city abroad. The Winnipeg oarsmen have
done more to advertise Winnipeg and Mani-
toba than columuns of paid write-up in a paper

would do.
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AT the last maesting of the Winnipog city
council an alderman blamed tho city ongincer
for the dangerous and disgraceful condition
of tho streets on which the alectric railway
lines have been laid. In defenco of the en-
gineer another speaker said the city solicitor
was to blame for not compelling the street
railway company to live up to its contract.
The Commercial would suppose that the
couucil is to blame for not instracting its
officials to enlorce the contract, or finding
out the reason why it isnotenforced Mean-
time the electric railway remains a sourcs of
danger to those who are compelled to drive
on the streets, an eyesore to the citizens, and
& cause of shame to the city council, as show-
ing the negligent and slovenly manner in
which the city’s business is done, and howits
interests are allowed to suffar,
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A COoMPLAINT which is {requently heard
in business circles, is the custom of shipping
goods after & drop in the market, on a bid
made some time previous to the decline. This
may be further explained by referunce to the
wool market. The tendency of wool prices
has been steadily downward since the seassa
opened, and bids made some time ago on wool
would be 1 to 2 cents above present valaes.
A great many bids were made early in the
season for wool, which were not accepted at
the time, but after the market has declined,
several lots of wool have been shipped in,
accompanied by & draft for the price of the
wool on a kid made one or two months ago.
In some cases dea'ers have refused toaccept
the drafts, as tu do 30 woud mean & loss of 1
to 2 conts per 1b, on the basis of present val-
ues, It isof course unreasonable to expect
that dealers should take goods which have
boen held so long after  the bid was made.
When no time limit is specified, a bid for a
lot of goods would naturally mesan for prompt
shipment, within & fow days at least of the
receipt of the offer. While buyers cannot be
oxpected to accept goods which were not
shipped within a reasonable timo aftor the
bid was made, they might save themseclves
and their customers sone trouble by
always specifying a limit during which the
bid would remain open.




