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tien nf bUsiie- mon0 represontiiig Maitoba
andt the 'rerritorios. lit calliîîg such a con-
ventioni it wo'lld ho teesqary ta taite up
soma unatters %% lc are of special int.eres9t to
ciountry' n'erchaute, auoh, for instanice. as the
cred ltgysteni, iuisuratico, hu'idtug produco,
ote. 'fLore ai-e other questions of wider in-
toi-est te tho cnuntry nt largo. Somae
inatters titiglit lie tatien up with the
olijoct of inipreising upon tho lecal
or fedoral govertiments. as tho case may ho,
the partictilar needs of lthe commercial, and

i ndustrial iiotcrctâ of the Wetor theogneral
requiroments of our western ceuntry. Tho
convention xouldi.o doubtalic have astimulat
i ng influence iii the direction of secuiring the
establi2hinotit of local biards of hi-ade or
other business organizations in country
tewns.

CANADI&N ESTEBIE VOL ITEU.
The Spokesnman-Roviewv, a îîaxpei pulblished

et Spokane, ivashitugton, rccoatly had an
nuicle îvhich shows what Canada is loeing
cwing te lacit cf railway facitities liet the
ri'ch Konotay region. Though this district
is Canadian territory i t cannot be roacbcd by
irR direct tlîrcugh Canadien. territery.
Tho prescrit Canaîlian route is te Revoîstoke.
on tho main lino of the Canadien Pacific
Raîwvay, andi thence by steaniers oni the
Co!urnbia river. Tho Kooteaay country bas
direct reilivay coanection with Spokano, the
chie! city ia lthe ititerior oi 'Washington
site, and titis givos Spokano machants a
greet adrantago ia supplying tho ivants cf
the district.

The Spokaeo papier refer-ed te above is
authority for tho statent, tha-, 81,000,000
of -ilrer-lead an~d gçld ores mero cntered at
the [Tnited States customs port of Nerthport,
ccming fronm the Koctcnay country. These
ores go lergeiy tu thre United States !oý. smeWt
ing, wheu a great iudustiy inight bo main-
tained iii this count-y in smelting these ores.

But i. i% net only this wealta tbat is gùiktg
eut of tho country. Tho rniiiiug ton-ns cf
the llootenay cuntry draw largely for sup-
plies front the Unmited States, wlhca thoy should
be sulplicd by ZManihoba, the territorius andi
other part& of Blritish Columbia. Ail tho
produe consuined in the dIstrict is bi-ought
in trin outsido, as there is no farmiug dunc
in lte d:st-ict, andi thoso supplies cerne lnrgely
frcm ýpokaiie. Tho Spokane paper z-oferred
to, iii speakivg of the supplies sent ta the
lioctcaay counitry says :

" The exports areo rncst xnterFsting and
mako a ihoving whitzh should put Spokae
on an excellent footing as a whleao wn.
la a 3'ear'e tinte goctis to thre value of a.
milliont dollars3 hava pas,ýod through North-
port andi have lŽaid duty. By fer the la-gest
part of the expzrts have been groccies andi
fo dituffs. Evtry article wbivh is consurned
in picqSperous nmiing camps ma includet in
tic lists of the eusto'ms collectai-, and his re-
ports shirw that uearly 75 per cent, cf thre ex-
ports cerne front Spokane and eastern IVa4h-
iugtea. Th(% busine sa iacrteasiug. .ft Lba
beau steady foi- twc years past up te the be-
giiluning ('f thre presuît mining season, but
ncw it is largrer tLan oer. The smaller
tewns are gooýd traders. Rosslauti importe
the bulk of goods, and thore is a gain of a
largo er ri-:nt. in the businùýa donc ini that,
section."

Fromt the above it wilt bc seeathat $I,000,-
000 worth of goods hava beou brougbt mint
the Kootunay couatry fi-cm the Uneited States
vin Northport atono. Theso importe, it is
undorstood, vote largoly foodstuifs, such as
Ai-o pro luced. in Manitoba and the Terri toris,
and which bhoulti ho supplied by our farmers.
Spokiane counts upc» becoming a large wvholc-
sale town, mainly as a Fource cf supply for
Ibis region, whîch, as Canadien territory,
shoulti bc supplied by oui- own fermer-3 and
mar-chants.

What is neoded te proserve this trade is a
direct lino of railway into lte 11-lctenay
country. Tiisc iiiboe cc plishotiby build-
ing a railway througb the Ci-ow's Nest Paua
et theocky %Ioutitains. This paaî is in a
direct line, westîvard fi-cm Lethbrido, Alberta,
which la the nearestpoint roached. by arailway
lino runnirg ie the direction dosireti. A
raîlway through lthe Crow'e Nest Psss would
ponetraho right thrcughi tho he&rt cf the ricit
Roolonay ceuntry, andi tbe pass la said te ho
a vory desirablo oee for a raiiway. Baesides,
rich ceai doposits have been discoeroti in the
pas, of a qualihy suitable for coking. Poli-cl-
aura is ase saiti te exist ie the paas. By the
construction cf Ibis road tho country would.
net only ho oponoti out by a direct lino et
re.itway, but ceai wouid aise ho producoti fer
the smelters which would ho oetabiished in
Canadien ter-itory, and lthe ores now geing te
the Unaitedi States would be treatoti et homo.
Thus a gi-est industry would ho bulit Up.
The jobbing trade of Winnipeg would ho
greatly honefitted by tue construction cf a
direct lino inte the Kw.o)nay country.

Il is tl ehJopeti that beooe another seasen
goos by, thc tradeo f lte Kootenay country
will is o claimed fur Canada.

EbITORIAL NOTES.
TfEc 1-leasing anneuinceniont vas moade

fi-cm Ottawa on Wednesday, Ibat a basis for
thec settloment cf the Meanitoba sebool
question had beeu reanlhed, thi-ougit nc'gotie-
tiens caried ce botîreen lthe federal and
provincial goverements. Particulaxs as te
lthe agreement ai-e net givea, but aery one
wilI rejoico titat the treublesomoe question is
about ta ho disposeti cf.

TuE AnuSy vormi is doing darnagoe te lthe
ci-ops in Dakota, witin sovenly.five miles cf
the Manitoba ba)undary. It is toe lato in
tho seasca te look fer the ativea cf lte
worms inte Manitoba tii year, but va
should ho un oui- guard lest titey cerne
auother year. Any tbroatened invasion cf
an arrny of tbis nature sitoulti cati, foi th as
stroing opposition as if it weto an armod
militai-y expedition coming la a hostile
manner.

THE ABSUItDITv cf electing political leaders
iii morie titan cite coastituency, is now
apparent. -As a resuit cf titis action, lwo
wcatern constitacncies-Brandon and Saskat-
chcwan-wiil net ho represenleti ia Par-
Hiantent Ibis session. It is te ho hopeti
western censtituoncies usill in future select
local mon, rether titan go out te get a
poltticai leadat:, who uili deoait tbam as
seen as bis eleclice is asured in an castern
district.,

OW!NQ to the heavy growth of graffs on
the prairies this ycar, prairie tires wilI likely
be more sovore thtan usual this falI, partie-
ularly if the soasn sbculd bo a dry one.
Last yoar there vore enormous losss fronm
prairie firos. These intorestedl should be
early on thieir azuard and mako proper
obstructions te the sproak of tires. In a very
short time now the prairil tire suon wiIl bo
uni. Fromt the wetern range country whoe
tho aeason is drier, firos hava already bcca
roportad.

TuP succese of tko WVinnipeg oarsmon et
Minnetonka, Be~lleville and Saratoga Lake,
though not a matter of gi-est commercial
importance, wsill nevortholees bie a source o!
satisfaction te oui- business mon and citizons
generally. Il i5 somotines considored noces-
sary te adept spocial mens te advertis e 
city abread. ThQ Winnipeg oarsmen have
donc moret te advertiso Winnipeg and Mani-
toba than, columans of paid writc-up in a paper
would de.

AT the laSt meeting Of the W'innipeg city
ceuncil an alderman blamed tho oity onginoor
for the dangerous and disgracioful condition
cf the strects on which the ilectrie railway
linos have bisen laid. la dufence ef the on-
gincer anether speaker said the city sel.icitor
was te blame for *not compelling the street
railway company te livo up te its centract.
The Commercial would suppose that thc
council is ta lanie for net iastructing its
officiais te enforce the contract, or fiading
eut the reason why it is netenforceed Mean-
time the electrio railway romaine a source cf
danger te those who are compolled te drive
on the streets, an oyesorc te the citizens, and
a cause of shame ta the city council, as show-
ing the nogligent and slovenly manner in
which, the city's business la donc, andi how its
interests are allowod te suifer.

A COMPLAINT which is frequently heard
in business cii-oies, is the custein. cf shipping
gootis alter a drop ie the mar-kot, on a bi;
made some lime proviens ta the dentine. This
may bo farther explained by roference te the
vont, mar-ket. The londency of woel prices
has been steadily downward since the season
opened, and bids mado some lime ago, on weol
would be 1 te 2 cents above pi-ont values.
A great many bitis were madie early in the
season fer wool, which were net accepteti at
the time, but aer tho mar-ket bas doclinod,
several lots cf wool have beaun shipped in,
accempanîied by a draft for thic price cf the
wool on a bisd made co or two mentha ago.
in somae cases deaters have rerused te accept
the draftî, as t.j do se woud menu a less cf 1
te 2 cents par lb, on the basis cf pi-ont val-
uecs. Il is et course unreasonablz te expeot
that dealers shoulti taka gocds which hava
been hold se long after- the biti was made.
\Vhcn ne lime limit is specifiel, a biti for a
lot cf goods would naturally mean fer prompt
sbiprnent, within a few days et lea.t cf tho
roccipt cf the effer. WVhite buyers cannot bis
expected te accept gootis which vot-e net
shipped within a rossonablo lime ater tho
biti was made, they might save themsolves
and their custemeors senme trouble by
always specifying a limait during which tho
bid wonld romain open.
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