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WESTERN RETAIL LUMBERMEN'S ASSO-
CIATION.

Tuîî: fiftlî animîal ileetinig or' the Western Re-
tait Litnbcrncn's Association was hekdi l% Witt-
iiipeg on WVcdiesday, Febrsaary i 2th. There
"'as Il good attendance and much intcrcst cxcr-
cised iii discussing miattcrs brouglit before the
ineetinig. lit the absence of the Presîdent, the
chair %vas taken by the Vice-President, Mr.
Alexander Black. 'l'le meeting being called ta
ordcr, the proceediings anîd minutes of the
Iast antimtal nmeeting wverc read and confirmiec.

''le clhairniani read thc following addrcss front
tic retiring Prcsiclent, M4r. J. L. Campbell, of
Nlelita.
l'o Ille >leniblers of ( lie ~Cs rîRetaill.itbries

A-ssociatiosi.
Gemîtlcttemei :-It isa: iniater of pl:sîal a a to1

ail lit otir Ass.ociatiot, ieets this year ntidcr conii(tionis
muîre favorable lisait have existeci for one or tW0o years
pasIt. The :ilîiîdant li.tr est n a h wiiclî oui- f-tritiers%
have been blessect lia, rotîgllt pr e ityiot osiy to
tis, the itosI imiportanit lass or otir population, but also
tu te geiteral public. lis this renlewed pro4perity the
inenbers of titi Association, bath hiorary atid active, 1
-titi iii tsect tu say, bave parîicipated ini a saîtisfhctorY
dcgrc.

Otir Association lias mîade substalitial lîrogress in thie
sva> of %olidiie.itioii. Il is truc' tat liii ing (lie past year
%vu hiave liaci soi disîîîsrbiitg coinditionts, but liotwsith-
sitîîdigig bliese, 1 lits cosiviinced iliat sve staind stroitgei,
flîaiev or. Th'le imniiîse .~id%;tigcs acci iig tu ( lie
itiblers, both Iîosiar) anida.ctive, is beconiing Io be moi e

andîiim* apreiabd.Thte getteral pbito i e

tioni, asndarc recogîiizisîg as %vell, litat wlîile we wi;sli to
gtiard Ouîr owîî itîteresîts, wve ire stol îsiiîîîiilftil or thicir
welf.tre, as itibsîaîîcc thle littoral redtîctin iii the price (if
Iitiàîber the past year. Thîis svider kiîowviedge bl con-
side. ably dissi1,ated thueir prjdcsaîltlî'y are coinig
10 Itetieve tltat, if we hanve faitits, Il thley lean1 tu, virtutes'
side."

Voi wuîl notice fruiots th liltanicial statenientî -;sibsyitited
10 you tlîat otir balanîce is respeetible and on the proper
side. 1 wvoîld recosîiîîend, lîowever, Iliat the fées be re-
stored, if not 10 Ilueir old figure, as sieiriy sonas possible.
WVilli a caîit,îîuiidable object inii vicw, the due., lasi yenr
wcre redticed So%. WcJ fisid tiîow, that Mlille the stricle.st
ecoiîotiv lias4 beeil Observed, our expeînli, tres have ex-
cectded bhe arcriig dises for the ye:îr b>', a ÇL'W litisidretl
dollars. Il i> exceedîiigiy tsiiie for this deffletiosi of
otir ftiids to contlinuie. A -slrosig trcastîry is ai cleiiîent
of gesit'ral aI rezîgîli, antd, as nîo onte cati tell svlicii oîir
stremîgtli cait bc tesied, 1 trust vot willgîve thl yoitr v'ery
seriotns coîîsider:itioii.

Duriîtg the ptsI ycar a siiîinbeî' of questionîs for adjist-
muiti li:îve corne befôre votir dii-clonrs i ever>' iii-
siatice îlîcy have eiîdenvorcd t0 obtajit thie filesýt possible
infuariiaî ioii hcarisig îiposi d ie variotis quiestionis, and ini

evcry inîstanice titeir coiltisiosi liavi' beii based sillon a
ciielitiotis cle.ire to tlc:tI eveil iis. c t0 aIl ptarties. If
tlicy ha:ve fallei shorost ini a iîy re>, i, 1 :titi mire youir gels-
crotis suit tire wvill forgive whlit Vu trood se115e iîiay have
seeiî wvruig ini thIeir jud(gmiueit.

Il :utTords site iîihel lilewuitire 10 bc:îr iesliii0iv~ o the
iindcfatigablc attention Ouir Seci-etarv lias giveni thle
affair.s of our Associatioi. I do îlo; lirestiie lie iieeds
ally allologv ut nIy biandsl, lait if ilicre bc aits' %V11 have
iiiistiitderstood ic i itin, I ,,litould siiily ask* tu quote
lte words of Ilresiteit lulil of lithe sisj,, Valley

I.uinîciiei'sAysociatîoi:
Thlere senîs tu bc iii saunec qutariers; a disposition Io

tliiink ou r Sevretury is a lit île 1o00 pesistent auJ jaisliinig
iii thlc esutaio and collection of cliiî s bl10hil
for adutîîîtit yons sitist reîneiiuber litat beliiîîd every
oîîe ofilese cdaimis thuc i. aî red hiot retailer wvitit every
liair tursied (lie wvrosig wv, iîmpjatient for lus tes piîer cent.
regardless- or aill explaîîatiosî. Il lias beenI a1 svoiider go
site, as %veil as ofliers of I lie dircctory, tiî:ut lie gels aloiîg
%vitlî so lit lt friction. WV1icîî lie' gels ai chtiii froin aniv of
aur înietiîbers lie iinlist tsk litecused of îiialiiig t he sItlî-
ilielit for .1it C\1xplttioii (if it iii svritiiig, "o a1 coloflte
record ie h kept of ill cases. %'e have not fotîîîd Ouîr

Secretar- guilty of iiîîlîîisiîiess.likle or tuîîgeutliîiaiily
coltillitt iii lus svay of lloiîîg itis btisiiiess, stili, if lie rails
(0 collect thie cialiti îîrossitl, lie is lialîle 10 hi' tt-clSCel of
iiig iii beague ss-iti lthe whlolesalers, or oin tIti ot lîci liaiid

criticisd hi' te %viiolesale for- ovî'r*au'tivitv ini lis efforts
ta gel replies 10 lus comieiîiîîion iis wvlicli aire sit titi-
iikeiv to reeive as tard>' altICi1 as9 ISî hit ch %V111conts

du %le liolt-saler's dlesl<."
But as 1 hiave saisi. I amît îlot %wvare aur Secretary re-

spîires aîiy justificationil at îty biands. The testilt s of lits
hbor are a1 siilicieiît coliIl iîcat iont.
1 caîtîtot ailît il) îtîahe mîentîion ir tlie lovaity of oli'

lioluorary ieihers to thle Associationi. lI'lie closer
arrangement siteretl imîto lasît year, 1 he;ieve, btas beci
faitiliftil>- observed i tliteir pa:rt. Iler)apls as iltuici eait-
itot bc said of ail the active itiitburs, but I bclies'e :îity
breacli of arrauîigeîttil itas. beemi stirrouîîided lîy exteiti-
a11iiig circiiiiittces. TIakiîtg il aI iii aIl, îterliaps ilie
iiev coniditioîns of itittiai t'deiity betecîti lioutorary aînd
aictive îiiteîibers have becsn as iveli observeci as could
reasoîîahly bc expIectedl tiîtder a chiange sa coîtîplete and
l'O stîds1cit.

Several tîtatters ivill coin tilt for yotir eoidi(er.itioit.
As goad dlvty oiitCs of disclissi et), I trust YciL- del!iber-
a tioîîs itili ttc fulîl aîîd cordial, exeîîtlthifyiîtg the good

seîeauli arlol> thaI hase aiways clitraleterize(t olir
litect iîtgs ini thle past.

Tite address hiaving been read, the chairman
called tipon the sccretary ta inake his fittancial
statemcint. Upon procccding ta read tlte state-
nment lte preiaccd bis remarks by statiîtg that it
affordcd Iinti niticli pleasuare ta nicet sa many
ntenibers prescrit on this occasion. He was glad
ta be able ta report the goodly stum Of $81 l-.53
as the balance on ltand. There are 147 n.îmues
on the mctinbership list. Much harmotty pre-
vailed among the dealers during tîte yearjîtst
closcd, there bcing only twa cases of camiplaiîtts
braîtght befare the directarate ta bc dealt wvitlt
duing the ycar. He then enlarged on reci-
pracity as betwveen activ'e and ltanarary menm-
bers, and wvas glad that the fatirness af it wvas sa
generally recagrîized an tite part af active mient-
bers. VThe amlendmient ta the by-laws requiring
active itemnbers ta bu>' fraun hioîtrary members
aid>' was fairly w~ell adltered ta. lio alsa re-
mînded hanaorary menibers tas keep before themn,
in shipping, the mientbership list, and initerini
notices af changes iii the meinbership.

In reierring ta sarte grievances that wvere re-
parted ta hiint shaoving ait evasiait ai the assacia-
tian rules in shipping thraughi interniediate
points it the mattains, the secrctary urged that
the tmallst hoanor iii dealing ane with the other
shauld have due regard, in arder ta kee1, gaod
iaith and fidelity in association miatters it cases
w~herc the clauses af the by-lawvs did riot reachi
thlei, aitd at al] limes as wvcll. lItcotîclusion, hoe
cangratîtlated the members upaît tîte improved
condition ai the lumsber business duriîtg tue last
year, bath in increased volumte ai business daote,
aîtd iii the collectian af accounts carried by thein
during the last faotr years. I-le tltanked the di-
rectars for tîteir gaod attetntion ta the affairs ai
tce Association antd the bernofit lie liad derived

front thent iii their gaod catinscîs.
The electiait ai aflicers wvas thoen praceeded

with antd rcsîtlted as iallows :D. M.L MýcNillatti,
Mordoît, presideuit ; T. A. Cîtddy, Minnedasa,
î'icc-presideîtt. Directars :A. Black aîtd J.
Arbutthînot, Winntipeg ; C. E. Pieper, Gretna;
J. M. Taylor, Poartage la Prairie, J. M. Neilsoit,
Carbcrry ; J. B. Malthlers, Glenbaro.

The counventian thon adjaîtrted.

J arraît wvood piles, 2 foot 2 itîches square, drivers
33 >'ears ago, at the Largs Bay pior, tvero faîtnd aot
exaîninatian ta ho as sauttd as wvhteî put iii.

" THE NEW ONTARIO."
A LARG11taîtd interested audience ivere present

at tite Caniadian 1 ilstitîtte iti titis city ait the eveit-
iltg ofthe I 5th lt linmos, tlîe attraction Ileîng a
lecture b>' Mr. B1Ine, oi the Ontario Buîreau oi
Mines, etîtitled "l'lhe Nev Ontario." Mr.
Bittie described the title as includiîîg ail titat part
ai the provinîce lying beyand the Mattawa aîîd
Frentch rivers andc tîte Nipissing, Hulîron, and
Suiperior Lakes, antd baîtnded oui the itorth and
west by lines establislted by Ituperial Statîtte iii
1889.

TItis territary was it disputte betwcctt tite
Ontario andi Domtiniont govcrnunients in 1872,
but wvas fiuîally ceded ta Ontario. Of titis
counttry little wvas kitawn, but it ivas believed ta
ho ricît it iatural resatîrces. The immense size
of titis îtnexplared district wvas a rev'clatiaît ta
ttauty iii the autdience, its size beiîtg giveit as i aa,-

oaa squîare muiles greater thati the settled partiaon.
1The discov'cry, - said Mr. Bilte, «'' ofiwlîat ap-

pears ta ho a valtiable tract ai camntry wvas mtade
aid>' witltin tîte past year b>' Mr. Heunry 0'Stilli-
v'an, ai the Crowni Landis Departmneit, Qîîebec,
and Dr. Bell, ao' the Gealogical Survey, Ottawa.
They asccrtaiîted that in the basiii af the Natta-
sva> river and its tributaries, the Waswaitipi and
the Mekiskan, titere is a tract ai ricît and fine!>'
timbered land, as large iii oxtent as tc w~hole ai
Englaîtd, afili nathing w'as knowvn twa
>'ears aga. TItis intspires uis vitlt the Itape that
regions ai perltaps eqîtal extent are >'et ta ho
ioîtnd.

The Hudson Bay Campanty, w~hasc atly intter-
est is the fuir trade, have alwa>'s discoutraged ex-
ploratians wlticlt mniglit restît it briîtgiîtg settlers
iiîto the caîtttry. A gentieilloît wvha had becît a
nîîssionary aîwang the Ottawa and l-ludson Bay
slape far nearl>' thirty ycars, stated ta Mr. O'Sul-
livan that hoe lad seen same gaad land and large
timber iut tîte neiglharlîaad ai Lako Waswanipi
and advised hlm ta explare, but lie wvas furdier
told b>' tîte guardian for the Georgian Bay Ca.
ait Grantd Lake, Victaria, thtat the iîtdians wvlto
visited tîte post cauld itat get stficieutt w'aad ta
mnake an axe hattdle theî'. Titis, ai course, ivas
in keeping wvith the tr'aditianal palicy ai tîte Hud-
son Bay Caotpany.

0f ail tite natural resaurces ai the Newî On-
tario tîte farest is of the maost obvious value, as
there is nothing ta h'îde or obscur'e it. There
are na daîtht yot ta o biauîîd large tracts
ai valuable tituber land, aitîtougli mnany
squtare miles have been cuit hy lunîb.rmert aîtd
niansy mare swvept hy lire. The iarests west ai
Port Arthur wverc swopt wvittiît the ilieîttary ai
iaity now~ liv'ing. Iti ane day ire is said ta have

ravaged a tract ai tarest lanîd seventy miles laong
and tltirty miles ivide, or cantaining upwards ai
2,aaas square miles."

Coîîcludiîîg his remarks an the force, Mr.
Blue said lie "scarcely dared ta farccast wvltat atîr
tcods wo'uld ho a quarter ai a ceuîtury lteîtce,
for the wit ai mars Nvas, seeking out many new
inv'entiaons. But in ail prabability tîtere utever
wvould ho found a substitutte far wvood, auîd lie
tîtereforo tîrged tîtat a canservative palicy ho
pîtrstied in regard ta aur forcsts, and titat tîte
Gaveriuntent set thezît apart as Crowvu lands."

E. J.colard & sonts, of St. joltti, hiave sold onte oftheir
late.st initprovcdl Cliper portabile sasv-iiilhs to Mr. I.
110e>', of lHardisigville, St. Jolt Co.
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