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EDUCATIONAL.
THE STUDY OF GERMAN, HERE AND ELSEWHERE.

The difficulty of inducing pupils to olect tho German option offered in
our schools would scem wonderful to the poople of the United States and
other countries. It ia said that the German population of Nova Scotia is
small and unimportant, and that pupils oducated hero will probably nevor
bo required to spoak German. Gramting this to bo the caso, yet the ability
to speak o foreign langugo is not by any means the highest advantagoe which
agerties from tho stdy of that tanguagoe, Tried by this standard how will the
anciens clnssics furo? 1o bouefit of these, and it is a benelit shared in an
equal degree by German, consists mainly in their educative influence.

Of u largo number of Amorican college profussors recontly consulted as
to the best modern equivalont for Greok, two-thirds favored German rather
than French on account of the superior training which the former affords.
OF all the modorn lauguges German has the best cliim to the naltention of
Fnglish epeaking peoplo.  We need not say that this is partly duo to
tho fact that tho English and German are sistor languages. Although
our language hss beon changed by the addition of a motley superstructure
chiefly of Latin origin, yet tho rolling stock, tho wheel-work of the two
sister tongues remaing tho same to this day. German has chenged less than
English, ~ Owing to her power of internal growth, tho vitality of
her root words being unimpaired, she can creato out of her own
resonrces words suited to the requirements of any age. Thus, when wo ate
forced to borrow from tho Latin, tho material for the word *¢co-oporation’
the Germans cauld put two indigonous roots and an cuding together, and form
* mitwirkung * (with working). When we imported 1ho timber for ¢pleni-
putentiary,’ they raised at home as a product of nature, the word Bovoll-
machtigto (furnished with full power).

Tho much-admired plasticity and floxibility of the German languago is
due partly to this vitality of i:2 roots, and partly to its power of forming
expressive compouuds, To take a few examples of this latter feature of
the lipguage.:=~Baumwollen (troo wool, or cotton), Lichtdampfer, (light
quencher, or oxtinguisher), Plordwechsel, (horse changing, relay of horses).
Sometimes the compoand is of great longth. but then it conveys a monaning
which would require an English sentence. For examplo, the word for
street-car is Pfordetrassoisenbahnwagen, which meansa “coach drawn by
horses on auf iron track i+ the street”

Such is tho fundunental similarity between English and Gorman that
many of our grammatical puzzles can bo solved by a canparison with the
corresponding Germau idiom. As an auxiliary to the thorough study of
‘English, tlien, German is invaluable.

Qur limited space will not allow us to onter into the merits and
the peculiarities, or to descant on the breadih, variety and richnass of Gor-
man literature. It contzins much that is unexcelled in Poetry, Philosopby
and Sciency, and we foel aafe in saying that no lauguage can ho'd out greater
inducements to the student.

MORAL TRAINING IN SCHOOLS.

Last week wo gave our views on moral education in schoaly, and wo are
pleased to soo that those views ars also held by cducatioralists elsewhoro.
Rhe Andover Review has the followivy from the pew of Superintendent
Duttop .—

“ Abstract and itinerant gossip soout right and wrong in the achool
ro0m cretes a distaste for morality. Dol lessons clothed in concrote form
may be given in such a way as to interest and impress tho child.  For this
purpoes afudics of chamacter as illustiated in the lives of eminent statesmen,
warriors, and authors, aro most useful. Such lessons, while opening the
qiﬁlleat swores of historical knowledge, quicken tho moral i-stincts of the
pupil, kindle his patriotism, and fire him with noble ambition,”

And tho Boston Journal of Education gives J. P. Wickersham's opinion
which is as follows :—

"4 Moral examples havo more influence upon the young than inom! pio-
cepte. Tho heart is more casily moved !o virtue by incidental than by
direct teaching; and tho faithfal teacher will not iail to improve the
occasions which so frequontly occur in reciting lossops in history by plant-
ing moral aceds in the open hearts about him, well knowing that they will
germinate and eventually produce rich fruit,  No study is 8o useful in the
formation of character as history. In its study pupils sea life. Groat

eeds are dune by beings liko themselves, and thoy cannot 1esist the desire
to do Jike deeds.
T N.OTES.

How often wo fiad a magnificent school building in which poorly paid
teachers are slaving for oxisterco bocduse the truftees cannot afford to in-
“crease tho salaries. Expensive buildings with costly fronts, unoccupied
-ooms and showy bypocrisy in all forms can be afforded, but common

* justice is tod costly an srticle. Pictures of fancy buildings aro oftea circu-
lated as an advortisement for the school ; a botter advertisement would he a
_ﬁ;ome}:t of - the qualifications of tho toachers and the salaries thoy receive.

o Chicsgo Infer-Ocean has this pithy santence quoted by the Journal of
Education : * If compelled to chooso betweon the two. always prefer a good
teachor to a fino school-house."”

Tho freq-book question is creating considerable discussion in tho United
States; , It has been found in Boston that supplying school-books has suater-
ially increased tho attondance of the poorer children. On tho other hand,
tho Ohio Legislature has defeated by a large majority a bill to introduce the
fréb-bdok system into Cleveland.

School discipl’no should be suck that it will produce well-bohaved men,
ju.b g 'school instruction produces woll-inforned men. The great lessons
which it should impress arc respect for aothority, regard for the rights and

fealinge of: othiors, and eclf-control.
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