THE CRITIC.

The Cornwallis Valley Railway is progressing rapidly, tho greater part
of tho road will soon be ready for sloopors and it scowns possible that it may
bo in ruuning order this fall,

Theroe are 1,800 men at work on tho Capo Bieton Rmlway betwoen tho
Strat of Cruso and Sydnoy,and a largo goug engaged in building the Grand
Narrows Bridge.

St. John is doing n lig business 1 oxporting duleo, It sells for from 7 to
8 cents por pound, and a barrel holds fromn cighty pounds tv one hundred
pounds, ifrom ten to fifty barrols are shippod at a timo via tho Amorican
boat, and tho points of shipment in the Siules includo Doston, Philadel-
phia, New Yotk and Washington. ‘The total shipments ovor the bordor for
# year run up to soveral thousand dollms.  Dealors receivo their supply
principally from Grand Mauon, where tho dulse grows in great quantities on
the rocky shores.

Tne Brer Trhave.- Whatover differer<o of opinion there may be concorn-
ing tho offuct of uurestricted reciprosity upon tho price of beof, it soems to bo
protty certain thal thore is not enough beef produced in the Maritimo Pro-
vinces ot presont to supply tho demand. The markets of St. Jobn and
Dloncton and some of the smaller towas are now largely supplied from Chi-
cago, and the proposal {o ercct a refrigorator in St. John for Chicago beef
indicates that a degreo of’ porwanoucy is anticipated in thotrade. Itappears,
however, that Chicago is not the only competitor our beof-raisers have to
meot in our home markots, for in the last issuo of tho MMonetary Times wo
find tho following statement :—¢ Tho Canadian Moat Comphuy of Montroal
commonced shipmonts of dressed beof to Halifax last weok, and one carload
of ton tons was recoived in fine order, and sold out in half an hour safter
arrival.  Tho meat was packed in o refrigerslor car, and was iced twice on
the trip.”” This shows that instead of having beof for export, the Maritime
Provinces are unable to supply their own markets, and that our farmers are
loiting the trade slip away from them. Tho shipment of boof from Montreal

should be a revelation to our stock-raisers, for the conditions which render | ¢

it possiblo to ship beef frum Chicago at very low prices do not obtain in the
vicinity of Montrcal. If the Canadian Meat Company can buy beef in the
Province of Quebec and ship it to Halifax in refrigorator cars at a living
profit, it is evident that the farmers of tho Maritime Provinces aro making a
wistake in allowing the trade to Lo taken out of thoir hands. Deef can be
raised hero as cheaply as in Quebec or Ontario, and our farmers have tho
advantago in the matter of transportation. QOur farmers need not look for a
beef matket ataong the “ sixty millions,” but that shoald nul prevent thew
from retainiug their home markets. - Chiynectv Post,

The importance of securing for Canada a fair share of the trade of the
West India Islands aud Soutl America can scatcely be overestimated.  The
area of the West India Islande and Dritish Gaiana is abvut 96,000 syuare
miles, with a populstion of fuur or five millions—almust as much as the
entire population of Canada. 1f wo take Brasl wo find a pupulation of
about thurteen millions, and an ubnual trade of about £40,0uu sterhing.
That Canada 1s not making the 1eust of this ttade 13 painfully ovident.
Take for instanco tho colony of British Guiana, which embraces an arca of
76,000 syuare miles, with a population of about 260,000. The expurts
thenco tu the States are £513,000 yoarly, and mports £317,0vv, while to
Canasda she expurts £42,000 in value, and imports £95,000, shuwing a tutal
trade of £1,130,000 in ono case against £137.000 in the other. Canada
already exports moro than the United States to British Guiana of the follow-
lowing articles, viz. smoked fish, lumber, otaves, and potatoes, nearly
double the amount of lumber and staves. To obtain a large share ot the
trado requires, in the fitst place, the opening up of steam communication,
With a line of steamers estallishod one setivus vbstacle would be romoved,
and although there would doubtless bo other difliculties tu ovorcome, there
is uo roason {o fear that Canadian pluck and energy would not suun estab-
lish a profitable and constantly increasing trade.

—— -
FRENCH AND ENGLISH MANNEKS,

o

Manners are often worst in the most industrious and advanced parts of
the country. In the Highlands of Scotland, whero industrial civilization is
almost unknown, popular manners are oxcollent ; in some parts of the Low-
lands they are rude, repellant, and unsympathetic. The best Epglish man-
nors are to bo found in cortain rural districts, the worst in thriving and
onergetic Lancashire. Too much energy is unfav rable to the best behav-
iour, which grows to porfection among idlers, o1 in agricultural or pastoral
communities, where folks work in a leisurely fashion and have many spare
moments on their bands. Manners always represent an ideal of somo kind.
The English way of bohavior seems to stand for dignity, tho French for
grace. Manners in both countries are more the representation of self in
outward forms than any ovidenco of real consideration for the persons to
whom they aro addressed. The Englishman wishes to convey tho idea
that he himself has dignity, that he is a gentleman; tho Frenchman is anx-
ious to show that hoeis a witty and accomplished mun of the world. . . .
Tho virtucs of English behavior are chiefly of a negative kind, and those
of T'ronch bohavior pusitive, An Englishiuan is pleasant because ke is uol
noisy, z. f troublesome,nof obtrusive, ncf contradictory, and becauso ho has the
fact to avoil conversational pitfalls aad precipices. The Frenchman is
agroeable bocauro he ¢» lively, fs amusing, “is amiable, 7s succossful in the
battle against dulluess, and will take trouble 1o inake conversation interest
ing. - “ French and English” (Macmillan).

~

COMMERCIAL.

Despito this boing what is callod a dull soason of the year—a largo pro.
portion of tho business community taking thoeic vacations, while farmers and
thoir assistants are attonding to their crop interests—still a vory fair volume
of business has doveloped in sevoral of t{lo loading lines,

A now stonmer called the Glasyow is on hor way from Great Britain to
onfer into tho coasting trado hove. This laigo accession to our consting
stoam floot would seom to imply that thore st be ** big monoy " in the
business, Cortainly sll the lines so far cstabilished seem to bo doing wol,
especially in the transportation of passongers, but whothor the summer
activity will bo sufficiontly romunorative to balanco the inovitable dullne.s
of tho wintor montbs is a problom that oxperienco alone can solve. Wo sin
coroly hope that it will, but wo may frankly say that wo rogard with sowm
distrust the establishmont of so wany rival Jines. Tho troublo is that the
business that might be profitable when conlined in a fow hands will be sy
cut up as to leave a profit for nomne. It is all vory woll to argue that the
public will gain through tho cutting of rates that must inovitably rosult
from overcrowding the business. Such a gain can only be temporary, and
tho cgmmunity at large cannot reap any adventage from one portion being
ruined,

The following aro the Assignmonts and Business Changes in this Prov
inco during tho past weok :—H. B. Fidler, (1ist. of) Harnoss Makor, Hah.
fax, Stock adv. for sale by tender; Wm. Gossip, (Est. of) Stationery,
Halifax, stock sold out to Geo. W. Jones ; Chas. H. Denton, Geni. Store,
Rossway, assigned ; D. G. McDonald, Gonl. Storo, Lismore, nssignoed ; J.
J. Myror, builder, Dartmouth, assigaed ; Acadian Co-operative Society,
Weatville, stock in trade adv. for salo by tender; . J. Calder (Iist. of)
Booke & Stationery, Windsor, stock adv. for sale by tender ; W. Y. Ken-
nedy, Clothing, Halifax, adv. closing out business.

DBradstreet’s roport of wook's failures :—
Weok Prev. Weoks corresponding to

Aug. 16, week. —~— —Auyg. 16 ——= Failures for tho yeur to date,
. 188) 1889  ,1888 1887 1886 1889 1888 1887 1850
United States. . 177 173 151 14 134 7209 (B 6132 GO
annda. ..., 2 B3 S 26 17 1042 1107 ™wH i

DrY Goobs.—Trade is quiot but fair for tho soason, a moderato domanl
boing oxperionced for staple cotton goods at steady prices. A number ot
repoat and sorting-up orders have beon received during the past weok. Woul-
lon fabrics are roported in good demand with prices gradually stiffenmng,
Montreal fancy guods housos have decided to hold their upening fall sales o
week carlior this year, owing to the action of Toronto firms. Consequently
the opening sales of fancy dry goods and millinory in that city will take
place on the 27th, 23th and 20th instants, at which a large attendance w
oxpected. Sovoral firms in these lines in Halifax purpose boing reprosented
at those sales. Remittances have beon fair,

Iron, HarDwaRE AND MeTALS.—The market for pig iron is firm, cable
ndvices showicg a further advance in Scotch warrants, making a rise in the
past fow weeks of 3s. 3d. Makers’ brands are slso cabled 3d. to 6d highet
on the week. Tho recont advanco seoms to have had the effoct to check the
ardor of buyers in tho meantime, though it is thought that whon they are
eventually compolled to operate it will be upon less favorable terms. A fu
ther advance in pig lead of Gd. is advisod by cable, and galvanized rewauins
steady at the late advanco. Ingot copperiscabled £1 higher, but no chauge
has occurred here. In genceral hardwaro a fair trado is in progross, and wut-
taia lines of shelf goods have materially advanced in price.

BRreapsterrs.—No new foature has developed in the local flour mathe,,
business having continued quict and fow sales having boon effected owing Lo
slowdemand, and tho market has been dull on the wholathough prices have
been stoady. Beorbohm's cables show no appreciable change in the English
markets for wheat and corn, though spot wheat and corn at Liverpool ate
reported a turn dearer. © Weather in England shows signs of improvin,.
Fronch country markets are quiot but steady. Tho wheat yield of Lurope,
according to official roports, will be about 10 per cent bolow that of list
year. The Indian wheat crop is about 16,000,000 bushels below that of
1888. The wheat crop in the Argontine Ropublic was ruined and they
have been buying heavily in New York. Australia and Now Zoaland have
no wheet to export.  In Chicago the market has fluctuated within nartow
iimits, with the feeling decidedly lower. Wheat dropped #e. to 2c. Corn
was fairly active, but prices fell off de. to ¢. Qats eased off %6, to }c. In
Now York the local disposition has beon anti bullish if not positively bearish,
and the mental encrgies of tho crowd aro all turned upon getting out a fow
loads at the right time. Most of the leading houses there keep ** long” of
wheat, whercas tho crowd are slways ¢ short,” and finding that tho large
houses at Chicago turned buyers on heavy storms in Iansas, and heavy rains
throughout tho mnorth-west, which meaus light recoipts for some day. to
como, theso shorts were oager to cover and found vory little wheat for sale,
and a riso of le. was made with small transactions.

Provisions.—In pork the fesling has been steady, owing to the bulk uf
tho stock having gone into consumption,and offorings are now swall. The mar
ket has on the wholo bean quiet, there being only a moderate domand for
small lots. Prices for lard have ruled steady and unchanged under a ver,
moderate demand. Tho Liverpool provision market was unchanged ard
prices throughout were steady, In Chicago the morket continued weak and
pork broko 121c. to 22§c. Laid was very weak and dropped 7ic. to 13c.
The tono of tho hog market was very woak and prices declined 1Uc. to 20

DurrerR.—The butter market has continued qnict with a swall volume of
trade, which was chiofly ccnfined to domestic wants.  Still holdors are b
no means cndoavoring to push sales, as thoy confidently look forward to a
bottor dewand noxt month.

Cugtse.- ~The cheess markol has cuntinued very quicet and, sv far &

upol business is coucerr.ed, littlo can ho said.  However, it is ovidout that




