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A QRIM = N -EPISODE.

«@ive us o song, the soldiers cried,
Thelr outward izenches guarding,

When'tti€ddatid franiof tho camp allfed
Grew weary of bombarditig.

The qi_srg Redan, in ‘&"l.:x’;t scofl,
Lay dim and threatening, under,
And the tawny mound of the Malakofl
Yo Jonger bolched its thunder.
uGive.us o sqng;* the guardsmen say;
We storm the fort to-morrow :
Sicg while we.may, another day
Wil bring caqugh.of sorrow,

They lag along 'gfi'i;be}lttéﬁcs‘ side,
 Below the simoking eannon;
Brave hearis from Severn and froin Clyde,
And from, the:banks,of Shannan. . .
AN

. They sang oflove, andnot of fame—
Forgot Wag'Britor's gloryy
Es#h hbart recalléd o different name,
Biat W1 3aiig Annie Lause!

Dear g;‘rl, lier name he, could not speuk,
d  But as the.stain grew louder,
$ Something upon the soldier’s cheek
2 'Whashed off théihin of powder !

% Voice after voice caught up the song,
%2 Until its tender passion

% Rose, like an anthein, rick and strong,
% Their battlo eve confession.

# Beyotid the darkening ocean burned
X Theé bloody sunset embers;

38 And the Crimegn valleys learned

# How English 1ove remembeors.

4 And once again tho fires of hell
@ TRained on the Russizn quarters—

&8 With scream of shot and burst of shell,
g And bellowing of the mortars.

W And Irish Noral's eyes are dim,

% Fora singer dumb and gory;

22And English Mary mourns for him
§ Whosang of Annie Lauriel
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v soldier; to your honored rost,
g Youi'love'and glory bearing:

§Tho Tiravast aro'tho Joveliost—

N The loviog are the daring

are .

relations ave clearly owrs, so far as the

For the Volunteor Review,

OUR POSITION.

The approaching consummntion ol that
“officil vevolution,' by which British North
Araorira becomes an aggrepation ot Pro.
vine~  under one controlling and supreme
legista ure, naturally suggests the necessity
of somo more complete and eltective mili-
taly organization than what the Provinces
severally possess: Qur safety hitherto has
ri:silted from tho independence and patriot-
ism of our people, and the aid and protec-
tion of the mother country. It is not neces-
sary to suppose that either tho one will
become dormant or the other will be with-
drawn to perceivo -that the time has come
when our peoplo must fully realize the ne-
necessity of providing for their own-defence.
-As Provintes separate, we have been treated
by Greiif Britain with the indulgence of be-
loved children; and when tha full time of
adolescende has arrived, no portion of our
people would wish to render the tie which
binds us to, the mother country v.eaker or

less effective.  But our duty as well as honor
will compel us to look vweil to that portion
of our political cconomy which will enable
ws to fulfil tho double obligations involved
in the duties of children and cffective allies.
In every wa' regulated houschold, the sons
of the fa1.. are brought upwith a thorough
knowledge o their duty to the honor of
their name, and to the necessity of helping
their kindred at. all cost and any risk. These

parent Stato is concerned. We are mem-
bers not of thaconfederation of British North
America, nor are we subjects of tho King.
dom of Canada; but we are partsof the
glorious British Empire, the others being
mero trivial designations, of no importance
beyond mere municipal government.

Now, our duty in those outlying depen-
dencies of the British Empiro 1s very plain;
it is to assist the parent Stato mn defence of
the country we inhabit: -not because itis
tnore vulnerablo than any portion of our
dominion, but simply beesuse it i3 a duty
wo owe the parent Statoas well as oursclves.
The question before the public is not what
political party shall hold the reigus of -power
under qur new constitution, but how the
&estion of « Military Organization ™ of the

confederation can bo most eflectively an.
swored. Tho solution of the proposition
o1 Military Organization must, be govern.!
¢d by ,twyo conditions: First—It must be

cffected at & minimum of cost. Second—It
must pub every man capable of bearing
atms in the field if necessary. As the first
cpndition involves the great difficulty of the
whole matter, it will be necessary to denl
with it as a question of simple calculation
conuected with the fiseal arangements of
the Provinces, and in the consideration of
these, certain well defined principles govern-
ing the commercial prosperity of the country
must be taken into account, a¢ well as the
geographical position thereof.

‘Pho true basis of taxation is the surplus
produce of man's laboer, When taxes are
imposed on his industry, the consequences
are a vapid transit to his nccessities, the
paralycation of commerce, oppression in the
worst sense of the tern, discontent and im-
pendingsocial disruption.  Such taxes in any
form should never be imposed for the sup-
port of a military force, as one of the great
ubjects for which that force was embodied—
untional conservation—would be entirely
annihilated thereby, and a non-producing
class constituted to prey on the industry and
resources of tho remainder of the popula-
tion. Such aro the great evils of the laxge
sianding armics in continental Europe, that™
the loss of o singlo battle is frequently de-
cisive of tho fate of a powerful Empire, and
simply because its monetary rescurees are
exhausted. '

Excoptiona! causes led to the establish.
mont of large standing armics. The govern.

ents wove - despotic,” and could only be
held i place and power by the creation of
a.sort of arder of nobility, dependent on the
Xing or Kaiser for rank or wealth; while
the experiment of putting arms in the hands
of the people was particularly dangerous, as
they might bo used for the overthrow of «
selfish and irresponsible tyranay. Lngland,
with free institutions, could always rely on
Yer people: and up to the' commencement
of thq present century 4 standing army was
almost unknovwn there.  With the smalfest
force, in comparison to her dimensions, of
ahy nation in tho world, she has attained a
piaét in the foremost rank by being enabled
0 detach o stoalibug perfect numberagainst
any sirategetical, point; and*this has been
effasted pa."'y by her nidval force; and part.
Iyogecause her Militia could be at oncé em-
bodied to meet apy contingency. A look
at the civil list will show that the support bF
her army covers about one-third of her fiscal
GTeNECS. ' Lo ‘

Talu 1% tho gross revenues of tha Prov-
inces as follows, we have | .

Canada, §AY. «ccocanennenn- $12,000,000

R Drsasieic T 1,000,000

 NOV SCOLE. . v n s ven e nnnne 1,500,000
in all 14,500,000 per annu, 99@9‘\ one-



