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PRRSBYTRRIANISM i3 eminently practical, Its’
numetous divisions in the last century and the
catlier part of the presers century were upon
vital points.  Scoeders: and  Free Church men
“went out” because they thought themsslves
less at liberty than they ought to be for aggres-
sive Christian effort.  The ssme willingness to
change the outward form, if only thereby: the
great object for which churches exist shall be
forwarded, is scen in recent wmions. The Pres-
byterians have led the way in the great union
movement for which the latter part of this cen-
tary will be held in renewbrance.  If there is
& united Methodism tn Canada, it has been )
much because there was it & united Praaby’

‘| good -for-the tinie- "
s | ago by the clergy of Toronto taking up the ques-

| present

\Yr. have upon ourtable agradually increasing
number of letters and other contributions to our
columns for which we regret wo cannot fingd
room. Correspondents will kindly noie that a
shost letter, other !hingt being cqual, it more
sute of Insertion than a long one,

One of these lewters, four pages of closely
wiitten foolscap, is headed * Haptiom ¢ a Sym.
posium on First Corinthians, Chapter *fen,” in
which the wiiter finds the key.note of the chap-
ter in ‘' baptized unto Moses,” and strives to
show that much of the miscry that ic in the
world Is awing to people slighting theirbaptismal
abligations, althouph the rite does not give the
“spult of duty.”  He argues correctly, that
children are Included in the covenant, and that
a careful examination of 1he chapter affords no
support for the close communion views of the
Baptists,

AT the missionary meetings now belng held §n
the Vresbytery of Brockville, castern  districy,
under the charge of the Rev. G, D, Bayne,
M.A., convener, we notice a significant feature
as well as an clement of power in the fact that
the uwussionary deputation 18 composed of an
cqual number of winisters and clders.  The
latter take patan all meetings. Mr John C
Munro, an clder, chamjrons the cause of Aug-
mentation, and docs so with agreat fitness and
success, Mr. Edward Marshall, another ¢lder,
and for many years resident in the Provitice of
Quebee, represents the cause of French evangelis
2ation, and his thrilhng ancedotes iilustrative of
the cageruess of that benighted people to know
the truth as well as of the determined hostility
of the hicrarchy to the. diffusion of the gospel
light, win their way to every heart. Mt Wm.
Dceks, another elder, a successful farmer and
man of husiness, discusses the finances of mis-
sions. How appropriatc that these departments,
cspecially Augmentation and Finance, "should
thus be conunitted talaymen t-What vast powers
are lying dormant in the laity of out Church
simply for the lack of a reasonable atrangement
to call them into excrcise |

—p—

'THE question of Sabbath.desecration came
rroxitincmly before the ‘I'cronto Presbytéry at its
ast miceting on the pressing ¢nquiry -of some
pastors what they are to do in the case of men
cither church members or-secking to become
such, who are by the force of citcumstances com-
pelled, it is alleged, 1o work on the railways on
the Sabbath day. It'came out in the course of
the discussion that there are many men in Pood
standing in the Chutch; who by.the exigencles of
their position and the necessity of providing 1t
their. families, have seldom an opportunity 1o
attend church, and are for years absent from com-
munioh services. These labouring men feel theic
position.-keenly s but finding themielves .unable
16 cope dinglc-handed with great. corporationat
through their ministers ask the=Church to' fake
up their cause and exert itsell .to impréss upon
the railway authorities the propriety and extreme
desirability of reducing: Sunday; traffic to mere
work of absolute necessity. The.whole ques-
tion of Sabbath desecration. was referred to s
eommittee to bring in 4 report at the next meet-
ing. As the matter. i§ one of great public
moment we trust the - commnittee will grapple
vigorously with it and suggest such measures as
will afford relief to men's consciences, and assist
in putting down what is confessedly the occasion
of great hardship and of great sin.  Derhaps it
may- be fotind that the powetful corporations

.which are malnly responsible for Sabbath dese-
cration are not uttesly soulless, but only require |

their. attention 1 be drawn: pointedly to.the
matter to afford a large meawure of relief. Much
ing was done some years

tion of Sabbath desceration by the railways, and
there is no doubt that some good can be effectéd
now. [n the matter of preserving the sanctity ‘of
the Sabbath, as in every other good thing, it-is
well to remember that eternal vigilance is the
price of safety.

W observe with %reat pleasure that the Pan.
Préstyterian Council “is bearing fruit in an

peried | eatnest effort to unify - Presbyterian missions :in

foreign countrics. An important weeting of the

| repeesentatives of the chief Mission Boards of the

¢sbyterially-governed churches of the United

tates and Canads was held in: New York the
other -day for-the puspose of forwarding this
good object. ' No plan was matured, but- theré
was & unanimous feeling in favour of the organi-
sation of Presbyterian missions in each country,
after some such.model as that of the * Uniied
Church of Christ in Japan,”. or the * Missionary
Syhods of the New Hebrides,” of which the mis-
sionaties of our own Church forin a vart. Dr,
Chamberlain, . of India, gave the committee
sketch of a plan.by which ‘Presbyterianism in
India might be inade one. It is, at present, re.
ted there by mission aries and native
ministers of no less than ‘13 different European
and American churches holding to-the Pmbz-
terian polity. It holds strategic points through-.
out all Indis, from Ceylon, at the southern -ex-
treraity, to the bordersof Cashmere and Thibet
in the notth, and from :furthest east 10 furthest
west ; but ite influence is weskened by Iack of
union, and in some (though happily few) cases
by unseemly ‘rivalry. Dr. .Chamberlain -would
form the various missions into the Synods of
Bombay, Bengal, Madras .and' Nosth India,
these to constitute “ the Geneéral Assembly of
india,” which would be an autopomous body,
the homs churches loosening. their hold on
the mission: churches. in - things': ecclesiastical
while retaining -that ‘control in matters finin-
ciasl. The united’ missidns already referred
to, as well as those ‘at ‘Amoy, China, ate ex:

Ictianism,

amples of success oa these lines: As Dr

' territoria

‘courts of the Church of-

Chamberlain pointedsout, the preservation of
Indla to Christian Lngland at the timo of the
dreadful mutiny of 1857, was_owing mainly to
tha disunlon of the native mutinous population,
and to the union, on tho other hand, of the few
British and loyal native soldlers,  Only by the
heavy Dlows thay, thus united, theso were able to
strike at central points, was India saved. 1.t
Presbyterians lead the way in the uniting nto
one solid host of the half million of pative
Chiristians who are standing faco to face with the
200,000,000 unconveried heathen of that magni-
ficent empire.  United in India, why not cvery.
where?

PRESBYTERIANISM IN SOOTLAND

E have been favoured with.an early copy

of the following Bill prepared by Mr.

Finlay, Q.C,, M., for the Inverness Nurghs,

in relation to the constitution of the Chuich of

Scotland. It will Le read with interest, ‘The
teat is as follows ;=

* Whercas it is desirable to remove obstacles
to the reunion of the Presbyterians of Scotland,

“ Be it declared and -enacted-by the Qucen's
Most Lacellent Majesty, ete,

1. Tvis hereby declared that, by the consu.
wution of the Church of Scotland as by law estab
tished, on the basis of the Confession of VFaith
and the P'resbyterian Church government and
discipline, the coutts of the sad Church have
the sole and exclusive right 10 regulate, deter.
mine, and decide all matters spivitual within the
said Church, and theic procedure thercin, and
regulations and decisions thetcon, are hereby
declared to b not subject to interdict, reduction,
suspension, of- any.manner of review by any
court of civil jurisdictlon.

“2. The expression ‘ matters splritual ' shal
include all matiers relating to the worship, dis.
cipllne, and govetnment of the said Church of
Ycotland, and in particular, all matters relating
to the preaching of ‘the Word of God, the-ad.
ministration of sacraments, the election, agpoint-
mient, and admission of the minlsters of the said
Church to the }myonl ‘office, and of ‘the othor
office-bearcrs of the said Church to their offices,
and their suspcnlion and deprivation therefrom,
the constitution of the courts of the said Church;
and the admission of minlstérs -and office
beaters to sit thereln, the infliction and ' removal
of Church censurcs, and generally all other
spiritual. mattets, )

3. No court of civil jurisdiction shall inter
fere by interdict or. otherwise . with the procedure
of the congregation, or of any committee thereof,
in the naming, proposal, election; or'appointment
of a minister, ~

" 4. Fronl and.afler the passirig of this Act,
all powers vested in and excrcised.by the Lords
of Council and Session acting as Commissioners
for the plantation- of. kirks and -valuation . of
teinds, to disjoin and erect parishes .sa¢re,
or to erect parishes without territonat: districts,
shall cease and detenmine; and It is hereby
‘declared . that the power to- disjoin and erect
patishes fwad sa¢ra, or to erect parishes without

districts, belongs to and is exclusively
vested in the courts of the Church of Scotland..

u (f Nothing contained in thig ‘Act shall
abridge or prejadice the jurisdiction of the civil
courts in relation to any matteérs whatsoever of
a civil nature, or 10 all or any of the temporslities
conferred, or. to:be. conferred, on the said
Church, or to the civil consequences attached by
law to the decisions in matters spiritual of the
courts of the said Church,

*6.. Nothing “contained in this Act shall
abridge or prejudice any power, right, or juris-
diction now- possessed. by or competent to the
otland,

4. All laws, statutes, and usages inconsistent
with this Act are hereby repealed.”

The Duke of Argyle, a.wellknown supporter,

of- the Establishment, thus. expresses himself
regarding this Bill :—* Having -seen the draft
Bilt for declaring the constitution of the Church
of Scotland, end which has been prepared by
the member for. Inverness, I think it my duty to
say at once that this Bill, or indeed any other
‘Bill grawn substantially on the same lines, would
have my cordial and earnest support. 1t is quite
true that I do not share in the doubhts which are
fekt by many as to the full vitality and- force ‘of
the old.Constitutional Statutes which were
summed up at the Revolution, and again at the
Union, 1 am still of opinion that the abolition
of the -Act of Patronage had, as a.necessary re-
sult, the abolition of everything that had impeded
the operation of these t fundamental laws,
or had limited the significance and the aweep of
their noble declanations. But on the other hand,
I know that . many .Presbyterians aie’ tnder a
different impression, . Muost beartily do 1 wish to
sce them satisfied upon a point -on which:their
jealousy is not ‘only natura!, but iaudable, inas-
much as jt is the homage of carnest men to the
great principles on which the Dreshyterian
Church was founded, and which constitute its
special glory in the history of Christendom. The
declaratory, part of the Bill will thus be of 8 high
vilue in the removing of. doubts and the sdlisty.
ing of many mindss whilst the provisians which
are more in the nature_of new enactments are
obviously but.the consistent application of the
same principles to a matter of detail, but which
is also & maiter of considerable practical import-
ance, 1 venture to add that, in my opinion, the
suppott of this RBill by the laity of all the Pres-
byterian- Churches, who desire to see as much
reunion as can be obtained, ‘ought not to .be
made dependent on, preliminary negotiations of
any kind, If we are satisfied that on’ its own
merits it is right and just—il. we are sure, as we
may well be, that it is & manly and straightfor-
‘ward re-assertion of the old .constitution of the
Preibyterian Church,‘ss the living and working

constitution which the ancestors of all ity bran.
clies fought for in common, we may well leave
to time and to reflection the éffect which it may
produce on the divisions which we deplore.”
‘The action which will be 1aken on this mnca-
suse b{ tho Frce Church and other Presbyterian
Churchies, will be anxiously looked for. 4. 7, &3

MISCONCEITIONS OF CALVINISS.
BY Ty Rev, Jadrs Musoresiss, Eioza.
CLOSINU WORDLS,

Ix concluding these additional explanstions, oceavoned
Ly the CAristtan Guardian's notice of our endeaviur to
olrjate prevalllng wisconceptions of Calelnfim, we
would express the hope that we may be excused if we
have falled, In any mensure, fu our efon 10 refealn from
everyihlng that saight savour of controversy. Thowgl
we have found It hardly poustile to aveid nocaronally
making statements of  controversial chacacter, it Is I
no controversfal spirit that we bave been at pales ta pre-
sent & just view of the heliel of Calrinins, We have
been deeply geleved, from (Ime to time, by comlng In
contact with the most unwarzantalle statemaents respect-
Irg our views, and we have been Inducal to give our
thoughts to the public, only becauss we would Like to be
of orae use, howrever little, fa abating what has of Lae
Lecome, 10 many quatters, a prevalllng folly, White
many are no douldt sincere in their oppasition to Calela
ism and [n thelr dread of {t, as they apprehend it, we can
fully endorse the statements of a letter received from a
fricad. 1 haye no delre,” he says, *for au-trinat
controversy as such ) Lut T have often been avonlshed,
tilf familiarity dispelled astonisbment, at the prerslence
of wlsconception on this subject, And not only among
the mote ignotact, for many teachers, preachers, and
weiters of note take occasion ta make a thrast at Calvln
Iam, some of them assuming that ft is & dyfng creed of
the past, so severe and harsh as 0 be out of sympathy
with the warm living Chuistianlty of this mote free and
enlizhtened dlspensation.” And he addus *Many of
ouf people, not able to answee the sneers o1 plaulule
attacks and distorted representitions, remain mient,
with some uncectalnty as to the actaal facts of the creed
which they profess to hold.”

Fully justified as our fmperfect -endeavout is by the
existence of such & state of things, we feel somewhat con-
fidgst that no one who has perused with care and'in a
spitlt of candour whit we have advanced on the subject,
will be disposed to wactibe It §6 any nerrowness of mind:
ot want of Chirlstlen charfty that we frankly Jadicaté our
conviction, that some of our Chrlulan brethren are guilty
of a Lresch of the law of Chrfsr, ib the way In which
they deal with olr aceeptance of certaln views of dlrine
truth s addition 1o those mportant views which they
and we hold imcomisren, They cataot but seq that we
hold ab firmly as thef do, and valde as highly, and teach:
as diitinctly and fully, al} 1hé truths respecting God and
‘man, which they hold and prise ot regard as’ Importaat.
At the same time. we helleve that, Sesides the. teuths
which they a8d wo hold in rommen, thate are cettain
#fAer views which our own religlous experience especially
forces wpon our stteatlon and convletion | snd we canuot
help feellcg that & ursmg o' done to s, when wh ate set
upon and baited, In the way of belog incessantly chal-
Jenged 1o give o solotion of difficuliies which, we clealy:
see, lle Jo a reglon a0 far above ve.that our Inability to
solve them §s, we [nilsg, not to be regarded as & resson
for refecting truths which compel . our regard, to say
ncthiog more about our views being presented in terms
which display, 10 say the Jeast; & great want of- diserim.
inution,

We fcel that we can, with sll safety, assure Lthose who
ate continually procaieming the deeadence of Calvinism
‘and predicing itd xpredy downfall, that thelr vatitlna.
tons will surely falt, 50 long as there are {we shall not
say men of high fatellect, but) huinble and intelligent
Christlan beliavers, capable of teflectlog on their own
religious experience in the light of reason and Seripture
There will always be found among sach, those who feel
shut up lo 1he acceptance of (he views of truth, fo-rete-
u3a to which many are hopelessly perplened, because
they spproach them, in some fnstances, not by a right
method, and in other instances, not o, s right spidt.
Thote who do fatelligeatly acoept them feel that they
‘canoot feject theat on account of the dificulises connect.
&d with them, especially when they see that the sacred
wriiers mever Aesltate In sclution to erther aspect of divine
‘trmih, but even put the two in close jurtapositlon, with-
oul.the least-suspicion of thelr Jaconsistency, Take,
for example, the words of Peter: * Him, being deliver-
ed by the dalerminale counse] and forehwawledpe of God,
ye have taken, and &y wicked Aands have ‘crucified and
shaln.”  ** And now, brethren, I wot that through semnre
ance yo did It, as did also your relérs.  But thoes things
which God hath before showsd by the mouth of all His
peophets, that Cheist should saffer, Je Atk 5o faléliod,”
And take furthed the words of the brethren, aller the
liberation of Prter and Jobn : *Of & truth sgeiset Thy
boly child“Jews, whomt Thom bast. anolated, - both
Herod and Ponlas Pilite, with the Gemtiles, - were
patbered togetber, for 10 do whatsoevér Thy hand and
counse! determined before to be done.” I peessme
thase will be 1egarded as the words of lesplration. And
do thay sut seggemt the very dificully oo which the
charge of ‘inconsistency Is based? Were our design a
controversial one, we might multiply quolations and
references,  We might ven appea! to the propheilc word
a1 Large and §1a fulfiloent . But I sobmit that more than
esough has been said to show how untenalls asd wasafe
Is the aummpilon that God cannot 0 order thingn, thay
Bls determination, or certain foreknowiedge, of the
fatare aball not favade the free sgoncy of His (obelligent
creatares, of affect their responsibility.

Our design, 88 announced at the oulset, has beea Lo
give such & reprasestation of Calvinlsm as might belp to
free candid minds from perplexitied oocasionsd by pre-
nailiag miscoroeplions.  We have some reason to believe
that we have not been employed o a° vala atteiwpl.
Howeres little hopa we have of cosverting to oot views
thost whose oppostiica 10 Calvinise b of & very pro
»oanced kind, we are nol aliogeiber withewt hope that
what we have writtew sy lead some Christian brethren
10 e somtwhat more cantions and Jess ositive tn theit
niterancet ia relatica to vicws which they cannot yet
sex theic way to theacoeptance of, Tt s especlilly to be



