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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lusson VI, —Curist axp tig CniLpren, —Fes. 10.
Matt, xviii 2 1-14.

GoLvex Texr.—* It is not the will of your Father which is in
Heaven that one of thess little ones should perish.”—Matt.
xviii. 14,

Crlrian Trutu, —"The Children of Christ.

Becoming as o v. 15,

Axarvsis.—Helping and Hindering o Gllll‘l). v. G-10.

God's Liove for tho v. 11-14,

Hanmonv.--Mark ix. 33-30, Luke 1x 46:50.

TimE axDd Prack. - In the early autumn of A1 24, 1 Caper-
naun.

INTRUDUCTORY. —After the transtiguration on the mount, Christ
with the three, descended to the plun und rejomed the other
disciples. Here His first act was to heal u demomae, after which
He journeyed south to Capernuum talking ngumn on the way of His
npproachihg death and resurrection. At Capernaum He paid the
tribute money, and probuble while in the house of Peter (MK. ix.
33) gave the reply to the disciples® questioning, which is contained
iu the passugo bofore us,

Breosixe as a Cutiw, v. | 53, —0On the way dewn to Capernnum
the disciples had Leen disputing this question of relutive greatness
i the Kingdom of Heaven. Porhaps the privileged position of
Peter, James and John on the mountawn had awakened their prido
and emulation, or perhiaps it was the giving of the Keys mto the
hauds of Peter on tho ocuasion of s confession, thut tirst gave
rise to thissomewhat unprofitable discussion. Whenthey reached
the house of Peter in Capernaum, the Master asked them, “What
was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way ¥ but at
firat they held their peace, and made no reply; then DPeter at
Christ’s command went out and caught a fish, fromn the mouth of
which he toock the money to pay the tribute. While Peter was
away, or immediately after hisreturn, the disciples thinkingbetter
of their silence, camo to Jesus with the problem that perploxed
them, *“who i8 the greatost in the Kingdom of Heaven?” In
reply the Master summoned the twelve about Hun, and beckoning
to ono of tho children in the house, probably one of Peter's little
boys, set him in tho midst, and drew from his childlike innocence
aud simplicity the lesson these materially blinded men so much
required.  ““ Verily I say unto you except yo turn and becomne as
little children yo shall not cuter the Kingdom of Heaven," thease
arc the Master's words of rebuke and mnstruction. * Except ye
turn,” so reads the R.V. ¢t Converted ” hero means to turn about
and faco in the other direction ; to the disciples it meant, ** unless
you cease your self-secking, and turn 2«2y from it altogether, you
cannot even enfer the kingdom, apart from attaining a high posi.
tion init. So become ay little children, means to assumo that

rosition of humility, trust and dependence, toward your tleavenly
Sathier which you so dehght to sce in your children towards your-
selves. No lesson perhaps is so much needed, and so hurd to
learn, by Christians as this. ‘¢ Whosouover thereforo shall humble
himself like this little child, the same is the greatest in the
Kingdom of Heaven,” such is the measure of God aristocracy.
world, how fur hast thou wandered from the ways of God !

Hrurixa axo Hizxorraxe A Cuien, v. 6-10,—The Muaster pro-
ceeds to emphasize the beauty of the child eharacter in comparing
it with His own. ¢ \Whosoever, recegnizing the simplicity and
weakuess of one of these little onces, receives him in kindly help
and loving care for my sake. receiveth Me.”  Parents, teachers,
elder brothers and sisters, hear these words of the Saviour.
Would you show your love for Christ? You need not do great
things, or nwait great opportunitics. Begin with the little one in
your class or your home. For His sake be paticnt, be tender, be
sympathetic, bo full of love; lead gently, wisely, softly the little
heart and mind to the feet of Jesus. What o reward is yours; all
done toonc of the least of these His little ones, is accounted as
doue to Him. Butlisten yetagain. There is auother side to
this question. *‘ \WWhosoever shall cause oneof these little ones
who believe on mo to stumble, it is profitable for him that a great
willstone should be hanged about his neck, and that he should be
sunk in the depth of the aca” what awful words of warning are
these ! Take heed leachers in day school or Sabbath school how
you hinder the progress of the little ones, by inconsistent lives,
mistaken teaching, or hasty and unjust action. Take heed parents
how your lives monld tho futares of your children. You with the
decanter on your tables, beware lest the serpent steal from its
raby depths and bury its fangs in their budding lives. You who
vent your little quarrels in the presenco of your boys and girls,
wonder not it the dissension thus shown enters their lives and
wreeks tho home.  You, whoin thoughtless racod make promises
that are never kept, blame not upon your children their lack of
truthfulness and integrity in future years. Tho responsibility
lies onyon. Legislators and rulers, God will not hold you guilticss.
There are sources of stumbling and offence on many of our street
corners that should be swept from the land.  In the name of God'a
love for the clildren, in fear of His just displeasure away with the
saloon! Theseare but a few of the many obstacles over which our
children stumblo.

Gow's Lovrk ror THE Cuitp, v. 11-14 —How beautiful is this
description of God's love for the children. * Be careful,” says
the Saviour, *“How ye think lightly of these little ones, for in
Heaven their angels aro ever in the Father's presence.” It is then
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no fanciful thought, thut our loved ones havea gunrdian angel,
messonger of the Father’s love, to guide their their steps and
keep them when indanger. 1 would that we might dwell upon
the beantiful picture that closes our leason. It is not anly one
weao lamb that hua wandered from the fold ; there aremany, many,
many, whose absenco causres the loving Shepherd weary journeys
into the bleuk mountains and wildernesses ot sin.  Brother, sister
what are ‘you doing to help recluim them?  \What are you daog to
provent their straying?

Application and Illustration.
Winr Cax 1 Do?

B Hunpny, v. .~ ¢ The higher o spire rises townrd heaven
tho smaller it becomes, and thus the mute elesated ars vur spirats
the less shall weo bie in our esteem  Great thoughts of selt and
great grace never go together.  He who overvalues himself under-
values his Suviour. He who ubounds m ety is sure to be filled
with humility. When wobegtn to talk of our perfection, our 1m-
perfection is getting the upper hatd.” - Spuargeon,

Receive tue Cnitpres, v 5 - An interesting incident s
recorded of Francis Xavier, the Jesuit missionary.  Once, on some
field of lubor where hundreds came with their neds, thar ques-
tions, anmd their hemt bungers, he was worn almost. to utter
exhaustion by duys and nighte of serving. At lust he #nid to Ing
uttendant, ** I must sleep ' I must slecp? 1 1 donot | shall dre.
If any one comes- whoover comes—awaken me not. 1 must
sleop.” He then retired into his tent, and s fuathful sersant
begun his watch, It wasnot long, however, ull a palhid face
uppeared at the door  Xavier beckoned engerly to the watcher
and said in a solemn tone, ** 1 muade nmistuhe,  1fa hittle dnld
comes, waken me.” There is something in this wendrously like
the Master, who wey never so weary but the coming of 0 httle
child uwoke all his love,— Westminster Teacher.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR,

Like Little Children.

First Day—In innocense—Ps. . 1-7.

Sccond Day—In faith—1 Tim. iv. 12-16.

Third Day—1in hope—Ps. xlij. 5-11.

Fourth Day—11n obedience—1 San. 11, 1-10.

Fifth Day—In trust—2 Sawn, xxii. 1.7

Sixth Day—In cheerfulness— Matt, xxv. 18.23,

Praver  Mrerive Torie, Fob, 10.—* Becommmg as Little
Children,” Luke xviii. 15-17; Matt, xi. 25, 26. (Umon mecting
with the Juniors suggested, to beled by the Junior superinten
tendent.) Greatly do we wish thut every Society in the lam
could carry out the above auggeation in Sonnectien with this
meeting ; but many can't because they have no Jumor Society.
There are in Canada, according to tho latest staustics, 2,054
Young Peoples’ Societics of C.E., nud only 266 Junior rocicties, or
about one in every ten. Tlus is not asit should be. Any Y.P.9.
C.E. is missing much that is not working among the children.
You who are ?acking in this respect, take this opportunity to
supply the defect.  If you cannot hold a umon mecting, hold un
inception meeting.  Make it the birthday of a junior society. 1t
is Chrisi's work, and work that will surprise you in the blessing
it will Lring to yourselves, and to the boye and givls. If vou are
interested in the future of your society, you should be morlding
material for it to-day. Beside all this, you are respons:ble for
your littlo brothers and sisters, It isthe duty and privilege of
you who have grown up, and on whose lives no doubt are left the
acars of many a temptation, many & ain, to ure your experience in
Christian Endcavor to save the littlo ones from theso same thge.
‘The child heart needs Christ, as much as does yours, and to you 1t
looks for a revelation of His love and character.  What are you
doing to give it a truc conception of the beauty of its Savivur®
Come now, whyis not there a junior society in your church®
You who read this arc the one to begin it. Will you do so?
Worite and tell us all aboutat, andif you nced any help we will be
only tor glad to give itaf we can.

Juniors’ Rally!

To-morrow evening nt 7:30 in Bond street Congregational
Church, tho Junior Endeavor socicties cast of Yonye street, will
hold a grand rally. A progremmne of a kind most interesting hns
ligon prepared, and with the hearty singing alwaya characteriatic
of juniors, the mrcting should be very auccessful. Master Blight,
of Agnen atreet Methodiat. Chiurch, will be in the chair, and the
Rev 0. C. S. Wallace of Bloor atreet Baptiat Church, will dehiver
an address.  The rally song of the Church of the Covenant Jumor
Society, written by Mr. 8. Duncan-Clark will e sung n the
opening cxercises,

Crosk Tue Satoass Farwy, —.Cooke’s church Y. P.S.(LE., have
Qecided tocirculate & petition in favor of thoearly closing of the
wsnlgpons, as proposed in Ald. Lamb'anotico of motion inthe council.
Let every other city socicty take this up. There 1mno douht n
widely signed petition of rate payers conld be recured with a
littlo effort, and might have a most salutary cffect i bringing
some of the most scealeitrant aldermen to time. Take action at
once. Get the aignnturcs of your churchinembers, the people in
your neighborhood, your companiona in business. then forward
the lists of names to the society at Cooke’s church, or direct to
to the City Council. But whatever you do, do it at ouce.




