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The Sinner's Rcfuge

I cuenor toll where I am drifting, drlfting,
Adown ths stream ;
Life’s ficklo sauds arc slowly silting, sifting,
. Achanging dream.
Thouglits, swect and bitter, through moe areeurging, flooding,
Now soul-fuspiring, now dark gleom foreboding ;
Oh, to be free from all this vain regretting
- Of envors past;
Ch, for tho jowel lost from out it sotting,
. And from me cast!
Oh. for abalm to heal & mind diseased,.
Ob, for protection from a.God displeased.
Where shall I flee, from all this sin aud cave,
What refuge sock—the Saviour’s cross up there?
Lol comes the anawer, in & heavenly strain,
“Haye Faith and thon shalt yet be born again.
There isno other one t& whom beholden,
. Through Christ our Lord, wo tread the stairway golden
£ thou wilt only trust, obey beliove,
Thy way-worn soul He'll pardon, cleanse, receive.”
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Duties of the El&ership.

NO office in the Presbyterian Church is of greater
| antiquity, or of more honor than that of the ruling
eldership, Thoge Rolding it arechosen men, solemnlys. .
apart to sacred service. They are not called to devote
then‘ hvesio feachmg authoritatively, and to the admin-
istration of ‘the sacraments; as -are the ministers of our
Lord]esusChnst, but theyarc theirequalsandco-laborers
in'the mamtcnance of .sound doctrine and discipline in
the’ Church It is theirs ‘“ to rule well "—to supervise
and goveérn'in God s house. They are the custodians
of the purity, peace and welfare of Chiist’s kingdom.
T hey areentristed with'a high responsxbzhty. They are
required to attena ta whatever relates to the instruction,
edification and prosperity af the people over whom God
‘has Thade them overseers.

The:r duties are limited, being defined by their dis- _
tmcixve utle——spmtual “rufers. It is not given to them
“to cmp!oy sccular weapons or aids, in vindication of
their'authofity, or against the offenders’of moral law.
"Thcy bandle no ¢arnal instruments. They act for
Chnst, in His namé, under His regulatxons, and accord-
ing to His prescribed order.  As respects civil relations.
they are nothibg more than- ordinary cxhzens, but in
their ecclesiastical relations they stand in God's stead,
&ré invested with moral power and s,ndued with divine
'authonty to pronounce judgment upon all matters

within their constitutional and scriptural jurisdiction,”

consult about, and to take action in regard to

all affairs that come before them in a Jawful man-
ncr.

More pamwlarly viewed, their duties . are both pub-
lic and private, as respects those which are morve open
and formal, 'thcy, constitute a judicial Court, or Church
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‘tratars and adjudicators,
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Scssxon. In this capacity they are counsellors, adminis-

It devolves upon them to
guard carefully the young commitied-to their oversight,
following them with their advice, admonition, prayers
and help. They must converse with the serious,
comfort the afficted, visit and pray witn the sick,
encourage the desponding, rescue the tempted,
reprove the careless, a.d restare the backsliding. They
are to render all needful assistance in sustaining and
conducting devotional meetings, leading in prayer, and,
when necessary, explaining the Scriptures or offering a
word of exhortation. In brief, they: mnst do by speech,
vxample and influence, whatever will be beneficial for
the congregation, hororable to their station, and promo-
tive of the glory of Hirh whom they represent. This
may sound old-fashioned, or even new, to some of our
modern elders, who seem to think their duty is ended
when they attend the meetmg of the session with more
or less regularity, and assist in the distribution of the
sacramental elements ; but it is well to stir up their pure
minds by way of remembrance, and to indicate what a
blessed mission is theirs if they will only awake to the
true conception of what their office means and requires,
and do their utmost, with the divine help, to discharge
its functions in the spirit of their Lord, and out of love
to the souls of all placed under their care.

Nor do their duties end with the specifications men.
tioned. At such times, and in such ways, as the Con.
stitution of the Church prescribes, they are to sit as
members of its higher judicatories, and to decide and act
ina leglslatxve and judicial capacxty, as the case may be,
Here their voice and vote are as free and decisive as
those of the most famous divines. They have equal
privileges, rights and powers in Presbytery, Syned and
General Assembly with their ministerial brethren.

In the light of these considerations, their position is
most responsible. To meet its demands requires study,
care, devotion, reflection, prudence, and, above alj,
special grace. It may welltaxthe energies and resources
of the greatest and best of Christ’s servants. It is not
to be assumed in a trxﬁng, flippant, cateless manner,
butentered upon with seriousnese,ardor and consecration.

The value of this sacred office cannot well be over-
estimated. Itshould never be lightly esteemed. It
should hold high place in the regard of all who exercise
it, and of all who are subject to it. It has been of
immense advantage to our Church in past gencrations,
conserving the purity of truth and conduct, ind advan-
cing the kingdom of Christ. He who hoenorably,

acceptably and usefully fills it does grand and noble
work.
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* That little children should play at the foot of the
_ladder between heaven and earth, which was let down
“at Bethlehem and is never again to be drawn up, is
surely the Master's mind.—British Weckly



