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Tae. spirit in which thowe men fased theie difisultics is well por.
trayed in the words of oue «f them, within three years after the
eveng, the wordsof 1e. Buras, of Kilsyth

* The breaking up of intervourse with the gentry of the vicinity:
the luas of & commodious manse, where, for twenty-three years much
comfort was enjoyed, n good gleha af ten acros, o living of about
£300 per annuin, an clegant chureh, o status in society. . . . .
\\ hat s all this compared with the aprrc-lmlinn of conscience, and
the prace of Gad keeping the heart and wind, the honotr of taking
a part fn apholding the srown rights of the Ford Jesus Christ, and
of co uperating with the best of the ministers and clders in this
Jand, the freedom from the most galling yoke of servitude boeing
forced upon us, and last, not least, doliverance from thq incubus
and uneyunl yoking of what has boen called * Maderatism,’ imped-
ing us fu overy wpiritual and realous movement, hedging us up from
vvery attompt to benefit the poor penplo of any conterminony district.”

This pirit of deep plety, of entire dovotion to duty and to God,

the love of souls, the earnest Evaugolical theolngy of the wholo
wuveinent, was tho radical secrot of its marvellous and abiding
success. During the long Ymm‘ of the conflict o strong horeditary
scntiment, favourable to the fingpel and ahive to tho principlea of
Church liberty, rendered a large portion of the Scotch peoplo susy-
voptible to tho appeals of tho great mnen who wroto and spoke,
Ven felt that the mmovement was in the spirit and poyers of tho
Cuvenantors , that the Freo Chureh was the leir of the Church of
tho Reformation. Tho descendants of the martyrs were propared to
do and suffer tor tho old causc—as thoy felt the new causo to bo.
History repented itself, when vast congregations, lncking a church,
sathored to hear the Ward of God in bleak upland meadows.  The
ord's Supper was celsbrated in the Highland glons, and children
wero baptized *In the open air on the bare hillside.” In the
years preceding the disruption, great rovivals of roligion ha. swopt
over large scctions of Scotland A very large proportion of the
recent converts folt their hearts glow with sympathy with the Non-
Intrusion movement and found their home iu the Free Church.
The most saintly men of the Churceh, whase whole work scemed to
bo the ovangehzing of the land, eagerly joined in the disonssions of
tho time, fur they felt that the questions agitated were not partisan,
sccular, trivinl, but profound, vital and spiritual,

1t was not for the saceess of a faction, but for the sacred prero-
gatives, * The Crown Rights of the Redecmer ™ “lat such saintly
Christians and devated evangelists as MceCheyne v vd W U, Burns
contended  The Freo Churceh was tho child of the most heroic con.
scientionences, the most unhesitating faith, tho most fervent ploty.
Anad all theso were demonstrated before the eves of men, in the bold,
decisive act of self sncrifice, with which the evangolical ministers
mudo good their profession of principles  Men felt that there must
be something reat in & religion which could be so heroic. Dr. Guthrio
grandly said -

*¢ There is something more cloquent than speech. I am bold to
say that Hall, Fostor or Chalmers nover preached asermon #o im-
pressive or sublime g8 the humblest minister of our Church did on
tho 15th of May, when he gave up his living to retain his principles
and joined the crowd which, bursting from the doors of St. Andrew’s
church, with Chalinors et its head, marched out, file by file, in
ateadi' mnk‘s, giving God's peoplo a reason to weep tears, not of griof
but of joy."

Thoj (flsruption became nnew ovidenco of Christianity :and from

the tirst day even until now, thoe spiritual power of tho kFreo Church

has been Dblessedly manifested in great rovivals at home, and in
reat missionary triumphs abroad

But tho success of tho Free Church was also duo in part to tho

wide, wiso plans of sach great Church statesmen as Thomas Chal-
mers.  Had the enthuriasm of tho manent lacked thorough organ-
ization, it might have died out.  Iad thero been no proper, general,
generous provisian far the suppart of the ministry. had those heroic
men been left to abject, ahiding povertfv. then o beggarly support
would gradually lhave miade u beggarly ministry, for no imtial
impulso of heroic faith will wuffies, generation after generation, to
fill the ranks of the ministry with tho most destrable men, unless
provision is in some way made for their desccut support, the edu-
cation of their familiey, the roplenishing of their libraries, Pauper
minsters, dwelling amid an intelligent and confortable community,
will not long command respect andwield influence; and here were 474
tmsters thrown upon the world, with 1o visible means of support.
But fo1 this emergency, the man and the method were ready,
U halmers was a gevius of urganization. Under his mngic touch such
a timancial organization sprang up as the Christion Church had
nwver before scen.  He organized victory  The Sustentation Funid
waw, and 8, the sucvessful peculinrity of tho Free Church methads.
At the convoeation which prepared for the disruption, Dr Chaliners
untolded s schemo, but tho mdn were simply incredulous. Now
the time was como to try 3t In brief, the p}un was this + To gather
in from the Free Church people over all the Jand a gencral fund for
wintrterial support, which «hould then be divided cqually amon
all the ministers, while in each congregation the people ahoulg
trecty supplement thiv equal minimum  allowance, according to
thelr pleasure awd alality, by a Congregational Fund. A grand
w heme on paper, at least, maintaining, 1w most unparalleled fashion,
the unity uf the Church aud tho fraternity of the tand of ministers.
* The hfe-boat,” xaid ono ¢ looked alimost bettor thuu the ship.”
Buat would tho ~cheme work ? Could the life-boat breast the waves ?
All depends upon the liberality of the people and the harmonious

anl cnorgotio working of details  And Chalwera furnished not
only tho gentus for the bold conception. Lut the cnergy of the sue-
cesaul exccution. Chalimers touched the hearts aand oponed tho
pockots of tho peoplo ; taught thera tho secret of local associations
to regularly collect tho monoy and forward it to Edinburgh, and
ingpired tho wholo onterprise with his own noblo enthusiasm,

"Tholiberallty of the pevplo was astounding, especinlly in viow of
tho fact that thoy had never before beon trained to give, the
Chureh being supported by tho State.  The rich contributed their
thousands of pounds, the poor their humble shillings ~and many o
poor widow gave mors than thoy all. In the firat year the amount
raised for tho Sustentctior Fund was £61,000. Tho ain was to
seenro £200 a year for each minister from this fund.  But for many
a long year, though the Fund went on ateadily increasing, tho
extension of tho Church was so rapld, and the multiplication of
claimants so great, that nothing like this sum was vealized. For
tho first yoar tho dividend to cach member was £105.  Now, lhow
over, cach of the present 1,181 miniaters of tho Freo Church receives
his £200 a year from this general fund, frrespoctive of the supplo
ment dircot from his own conFrcg«lion.

But what should bo dono for churches? Whore could the peoplo
meot ! Nothing could b sadder than tho solemn, tearful faroweil
of s0 mauny ninistors and of eo largo o part of the people to the
dear owl pariah church which they loved 8o well. Sowme congroga-
tions wero fortunate cnough to secure old disnsed churches or
chapels, soine met in barns or school-houscs, somi crected (n great
curiosity in that laud of stono) light wouden churches, many ware
forced to meet beneath the open sky, on the hill aide or on the sea-
shore. A great movomeut was innugumtcd for building churches,
and o fow yeara dott d all Scotland with decont, sometinies beautiful
Freo churches.  Sometimes tho contrast, however, betweon the old
Huilding and tho now wus not favourable to tho new, Jn a certain
parish tho numster of the Esablishment jocularly described tho
rival building of tho Free Church us

“ Tho Free Kirk, the wee kirk, tho kirk without o steaple.”
But tho Pree Church man was ready with his rojoinder :
“The auld Kirk, the cauld kirk, the kirk without a people.”

In many Highland parishes this reproach was literally, or
almost literally, truo. Tho Establishment had the building and no
people to occupy it ; the Freo Church had the peoplo and no build
ing in which to houso them. Aud over largo tracts of country the
landed proprictors rofused sites for the Free Church. In *“The
Cruise of tho Betsy,” Hugh Miller has graphically described the
manner in which & Ffeo Church ministor, denicd so much asa
homo for himself and his family in his old parish, on one of e
smaller Hebrides, sottled his family on another island far distant,
and took refuge lumself ina crazy craft, that he might carry the
Gospel to his old parishioners, who had followed him in the Disrup
ziﬁm. l})luz, by a tyranmcal landlord, wore refused a site for & pew
church.

Tho hardships and tho horoism of those days wo must not
attempt to dopict. It was in many a rural parish a leaf out of the
old Covenanting history. Exposure amid the wintes storms, on
bleak hillsides, proved fatal to some of tho ministers and somo of
tho people. Tho narrow despotism which sought to drive Free men
from their conscientious choice back to the Establishment, was et
with dogged patience and perscverance, and so was gradually over-
come, 1n four years more than 700 churches were erected.

In 1845 Dr. Guthrie undertook to raizo a fund for the building
of manses, In six weeks he raised £33,000 for the purposs in Glas-
gow and its neighbourhood ; and, after & year of arduous toil over
ull Scotland, he roported to tho Assembly of 1840 o total of over
£116,000. Out of this general fund the individual congregations
wero helped in the task of providing homes for the ministers.

The next enterprisc was the founding of now parochial schools.
Tho Freo Church people wero soon made to fcel that there was no
longer o place for them in the old schools, which were under the
control of the Establishment. Right and left efficient teachers
were dismissed for no other fault than their Freo Churchism.  Mr.,
Macdonald was commissioned to raise money for the founding of
Free Church day schools throughout the country. \Vith character.
1stic Scotch hiberalhity in tho cause of education, the people, in the
very mndst of tho struggle for sustentation, for the building of
churches, and for all other necessities of the new situation, wel.
comed Mr. Macdounald everywhere, and put into his hand in tho
first year of tho Disruption the princely sum of £52,000. Up to
1869, according to an authoritativo parliamentary statemert, tho
Freo Church had expended for such educationsl purposes, buildings
and maintainance, not less than £600,000.

Nor was the education of the ministry noglected. All depended
upon a supply of godly, well-trained munisters. The national
universities made ample provision for their Arte education. But
for theological education tho Church herself must provide. Chal-
mers and Welsh resigned theirchairs in tho University of Edynburgh.
‘The * Now College" of the Free Church was at onco opened, with
Chalmers, Welsh, Duncan and Cunminghain as professors, and
uearly 180 earnest candidates for the mimstry as students, The
need of suitablo buildings and of endowment was soon felt. In 1844
the canvass was begun. An imposing and commodions building
was erected at an expense of over £46,000. Endowments were
gothiered of about £44,000. A library of 35,000 volures was pro-
cured. And the Now College to this day stiracts students, not
ouly from all Scotland, but from all Earts of the Empire, and also
from the United States of Amerien. Sistor theological colleges bave
been established in Aberdeen and Glasgow at a largo expenseo ; and
the results bave been a ministry distinguished by both fervent piety
and ripo acholarship.

{To Lie continucd.)



