
CONGREGATIONAL iNDEPENDENOY.

yoke which noither tlîeir fathers nor they wore able to bear."1 And in thi8sa85l3
epistle, Paul ropresents the Levitical law, as a Schoolmaster educating and
chastening thern until tho corning of Christ, but now, lie adds, Ilaf -that, faith
is com,"-now that the covenant of works lias passcd mway, and salvation through
faithi alone is more cloarly reveald,-" we are no longer under a schoolnaster.-»
Ye, brcthren, havo beon callcd into liberty ; ye are flot chidren of the bondwvo-
nman, but of the free 1

Vory siilar is the language of our Lord,-" if the Son, thorefore, shall niake
you froc, ye shall bc freo indeed ;" and the languago of Pauli, Ilwhere the Spirit of
the Lord iq, thero is liberty?' (John viii. 36: 2 Cor. iii. 17.) Christiauity is the
vory synonyme of liberty: Ilhoi that is called in the Lord, thougli a slave, is the
Lord'sfr-eiimai or " (frecdrnan), and miust no longer bo tho servant of men."

This liberty wo undcrstand to bc the divinely bestowcd, and inalienable right
of overy believer in Christ. The text exhibits a principle cap-. uc of a niuch wider
application than that given to it by tho Apostie in this instance. WVe are"I called
unto liberty" in regard to everything that does noV involve disobodience to Christ,
or an occasion of stumbling to, those for whom Christ died. But "lour liberty
which we have in Christ Jesus," precious and onnobling as it is, is often despised
and recklcssly cast away. The Christian Church bas often sold her birthright.
The afllanced bride o? Christ has boon too easily cnslaved to the comnmandments
of mon. Even ta this day in many places slie wears a chain instead of a coronet.
To Imy the loast, ber present condition is etrikingly in contrast with lier condi-
tion ia apostolic times, as wilI ho sccu by the following comparîson of the original
draft o? lier constitution, with tho bloiteil and aniended cory, oteu forced upon ber
in modemn times 1

1. ïPrimitive Churches were independent of the patronage and contrai of Ille StaL.
Thiey neither received, nor wishoed for any such aid as is now claimed, and fre-
qtuontly obtained by adhorents to the priaciplo of ecclesiastical establishments.
C.msar neither built their bouses of worship, nor sustainod 'choir ministers. Tbey
were, many of them at least, but poor in respect of worldly wcaltb and influence,
for not mnany mighty, noV many noble were called, but they were rich in faith and
charity. lithere: wero poor saints among them needing assistance, the richer
brethrcn sold their bouses and lands, and brought the prices of the tbings that
were sold, and laid them down at the Apostios' foot, and distribution was miade
unto every man according as lie lhad need. Or, if, in times o? unusual distress,
those resources failed Vo meet their necossities, the churches iu one Province
lielped the churches in another Province,-' every man aceording to bis own
ability". sont them relief. And if tbey tlius cared for the welfare of those who
wore I east esteemed in the chureh," 'we may be sure that their ministers, whom
the Apostie declared to bo Ilworthy of double honor,-" were flot unprovided for.
Thus in every senso they wcrc independent of the State, and thus they continued,
enjoying a prosperity nover equalled since, for well-nigh three centuries. They
bad Ilno king but Jesus," and no Ildofonder of the faith" but IIim who sits upon
his boly bill of Zion."1 The only establishment they sought was an establishment
in faith, and noV by aet of Parliament, or edict, of Cresar.

And, on the other baud, the civil Governmeut noV being called upon Vo support
the Churohes front its revenues, bad no pretext by wbich to dlaim a voice in the
management of their spiritital affairs, as it always will do, and must be oxpected


