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COIffETITION IN< TUE EÂRLY WOOLEN TRADE.

liv GEORGîE RGiNIl1

:\lîvOe %vllo tîhiuks t1lat il is oltlv liow thaît traders
liave to suffer frot cuttiîîg. dulies and otiier siiutihtr
hurcleus. is verv iinuchi iiistakcnl. At ail periods tltere

ilas becit streiliiotîs riv-alrv in the %vool tracle. and as a1
coluseqtttice iii the dyeing antd printiîîg industries. Thtis
lias becît so sevcre at tintes thant it involveti whiolc colin-
tries, andi %vas iarg1l' <hie to tlue cOlIstantly Occtirring
wars. Ilt l< *vîl appear tit Tiidia wvas the cradle Of the
dyciîîg art. that France wvas flie first Etiropeani coîîntry
to take il pp, and thlat te first tcclllical work on dite

stilject wvas pliblislied it I111 al iu .po1 soni, Ilowever,

inaisî!aiii îliat Rzoseîtti's wîarIti cict». %va,> W theli
first. It cert;îiîly %%.as the clhief factor iît stiîîutilntiîîg
fit dlviîg trarle <tf Eu.rope. espîcciaîlv aîîioîîg tite. leiii-
ings. wlîu look tlic art to Fraucce. Kliglanîd anid (fer-
mianîîv. Wo<ol îuiaîifacît tre reaclivîl gre;ît îîrnsperity it

t cîi;îi~ulriîgthe. ?î dde ges atid tîtere wvas a big
tr;ide witli Iliollaîîd. But tmaiil ilie 16th centuîry Eîîg-
lanîd %vas it Ilie liead of the %vi'o,l trade.. At titat pcrifod,

llo\vver. En-lanid I)lii t give way ti) Spaint in tîitt
t directionî. whiiIc Gv~rillutî greaU. IE:îlied as regards

lier cloîi iiiîhîistrN, h\I rvîscattcul iluiiigratioîts of skilled
%%o rkMuii fruont lioilnl 111 1137- a large iîiubc)r of
e\uileîl r)uitcli arrveu i l t .hiire were lio-pitably

r(ccivcd 1) v (lie Prinice. aitl eiîî îlw ehliîgs it thec
litige forec4ts of the Sutlzvetitl. i)tiir I )tttcliiiteît %'ere
;îllottei to> seîie uit tiîa.t aîelc Arîîebtrg,

?îla~ deh 'M e \issen,. andî iii tic lriegîtitz anîd ?.littel-
Miarki. 'l'le saviîtg gîtes that tlîcy foiiiffed Colognec on
thîe Sprcc. \V'licrever tîtese ctîhsiists caille, the wool

- inaliuifacttîre soou developeti. andt front the i2tlt cen-
tury Nwe fiutd large btisiiiesses it a'n î Poîiteraî?a,

t siiesiui. anîd otîter districts. Tie. sainîe thiîtg lîappeîtcd
ii Soutii erîîiaîiv. in~vdîl liv Bia8t ariati foutus of
Ntircitlî)erg. .\tiglslnirg. UgiI tr, Passat. etc.

Neerlîlcs.fltheriis of flic period <lid liot pay

Spalin did. atici t bis sooîî bore iriiit, It 12..8, ait Eitg-
lisi wool tradling comipa~ti\ uts forilied. anid sooti
attaiîîcd large p)roportionts. anîd 1~tls colontisas wlio
wcîtt to Irelaîtd iî' i2gSu tîtade very iiportaiît progress
iii slicel-retrutg antd \vcAl itîiai lfact tire. 0f the treat-
tuent of Ireland atl tîtat period, tiowcver. Lord Essex
assertcd tliat: il, reiiiidý-d hit of iotlîiug so intici as
tiat o! a deer \viiclt is tlirowit to fhli iîoîîds for every
onte of thenit to tear a tîtorsel frot it. anîd it is certalin
that it was sýstcîiittcaliy robbcer of ils developiîîg uu'nol
itidtîstry. Temple: w~rotc it 1673 f0 Loard Essex tîtat the
progrcss o! ivool inaifacftire iii Trelaid %vas becoîtdîtg
a daniger to the Eîtglslt trade, antd tliat it seîtsd
inmprutdent to furthcr it. Triiis was a itît to supprcss
thte mtanufacturre iii lrclaitd. and tîtat: was donce in 1698
iii cvery possible circtiittistaltee o! erutlct\ anîd injustice.

Tite prohlibition by Edward 111. o! the imnportationî

No. 6


