
THIE .UAbPAIGN OF 1815.14

Mr. R. E. Kingsford, M.A., read a paper- on " The Cam-
paign of 1815.>

The Rebellion of the Frenchi nation against Louis XVI. was the pro-
test of humanity against oppression. The Frenchi, that lively, courage
ous and indlistrious race, desèrve the Nvorld's thanks foir their
desperate resoîntion to inauigurate a newv system. Their thorougli-
ness in carrying out the resolve bL'ought upon tlxem, the enrnity of
almost ail *ôthier nations, but those very nations profib this day by
the evutoto puniisli which they invadeà France. Even the
insular English, then politically a century in advance of the Conti-
nent, found that they hiad miicli to Iearn. An impulse %vas givon to
aspirations for freedom wvhich Nvas communicated to each of the
Continental nations in succession, and this impulse, thoughi inipeded
from. tiaieo to time, lias neyer ceased in its action. But j ust as, in
the case of' individuials, mon suifer in their own persons the con-
seciuences of originality, so the Frenchi nation bitterly paid for its
gonerous self-sacrifice on tho altar of Froedom. A sacred cause wvas
defiled ; enthusiasia ivas replaced by fauaticismn; fanaticismn gave wvay
after a struggle to charlatanisni; charlatanisi supported itself by mur-
der. The end was chaos. Out of chaos sprang N'ýapoleon. A man of
the sword, he smoto with the sword, and lie cruslied the vermin who,
daring to crawl on the statue of liberty, had stained it with their
filth. But the statue itsolf lie overtuirned, and hoe placed himself on
the pedestal. Fromn that emnence hie wvas in turn struck dowvn, but
lie long held the position by virtue of extraordinary genius, courage
and onergy. We shall see him make a supreme effort to rocovor Iin
self, ahnost succeod, then sink, baffled and oKhaustod, into a Sloughl
of Vespoiid, from wvhich lie Nvas destined nover to eluerge.

We propose togive a succinct account of the military operations of
the 15th, 16th, l7th and l8th of Jfune, 1815. A careful examina-
tion of the authorities lias led us to the opinion that the popular
belief of Englishmen and mnen of English descent wvith re,gard to this
campaigu requires revision, and that there, are salient features which
have beon ignored by most English writers.

The general English idea is that "The Duke" drubbed the Frenchi
well, and that hoe nover was in serions danger.

The Pruissians think, en the other hand, that the EnghIish wvould
nover have beaten the Frenchi but for their help, and that they are,
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