DECEMBER 15, 1894

White Lead, Paint snd Varnish Factories.— Iguition,
paint and vamish, 37%3 spontaneous combustion, 165 explosions,
paint and vaznish, 74 5 ignition, grease and oil, 7 3 explosions, chemi-
cals, 6).

Woodenware Factories.—Lingmes and botlews, 2574 5 sparks,
16} ; defective kilns, 173 friction, 113 defective flues, 11} defectivne
heating apparatus, 54 ; lightning, 53 ; eaplosions, gas, 5. .

Wood Trimming and Carving Shops.—Spaks. 2115
spontancous combustion, 16} , ettnes il buddais, 105 defectise
flues, 8 ; friction, 8 ; stove pipes,S ; carclessness, §; soves, 58 furs
naces, 5. B

‘Woollen Mills.—Friction. 453 ; spontancous combustion, 233 ;
engines and boilers, 6

Worsted and Yarn Mills.—Fricion, 311: <pentancons
combustion, 26 ; sparks, 8} ; defective heating aptarates, 6 engues
and boilers, 51,

THE LATE RIGHT HONORABLE SIR JOHN
THOMPSON, P.C,K.CMG,QC.

It is with exceedingly deep regret we learn of the
sudden death of Sir foan Zhompson, K.C.)N.G.and Q.C..
Premier of Canada. Dyingso far from home, and so
shortly after the Queen had honored him in making
him a Privy Councillor of the Empire, addsto the
sadness of his premature demise. Sir John was born
in Halifax, N.S., on 1oth November, 1844, and dicd at
‘Windsor Castle on the 12th December, 1894.

He was called to the Bar in 18635. married in 1570.
called to Ottawa by the late Sir John Macdonald in
1885, and made Minister of Justice aud Attorney
General for the Dominion. In August, 1888, he was
knighted, and became Premier of Canada in 1893,
at the early age of 38 vears. Of him it has been said :
¢ No other man out of all that have set their names
“ high in the roll of Canadian public men has ever
“ made his way to the frontin so few years after his
““ entry imo the field of Dominion politics as did Sir
¢ John Thompson.”

Surely his loss will be great to Canada.  Sorrow for
him and heartfelt sympathy with his widow and family
intheir bereavement, will be universal.

THE LATE MR. STEVENSON.

The Quebec Bauk, bank:..z circles in Canad., ludeed
we may say the country, have cach sustained  loss by
the death of Mr. James Sicevenvon, late general Mau-
ager of that institution. The duzeased was not only a
banker of ripe expericnce, mush sagacity. throughly
sound in his views, and policy. but also a man of high
culture, and attainments which made made him an
ornament to his profession. He wias for some time m
the service of the the Bank of Moatreal, where he first
imbided thosc banking principles which were the
guides of his policy, and to which the success he
attained is largely due. His addresses on financial
affairs were always interesting amd viinable.  He will
be much missed in banking circles. and in Quebee his
death will be deeply lamented, as that of citizen of
cminent worth. His successor. Mz Macdougall, has
also had a through training; the hixi-t confidence is
felt in his ability and all the fifends «fthe Quebee
Bank have great hiopes in the new generad manager.
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THE NEWFOUNDLAND TROUBLE.

‘I'he financial disasters which have overtaken New-
foundland are, to a large extent, due to its isolation.
The island is too small, its business is too limited to
allow of any bauks relying on local resources being
strong  The failure of one firm in Loudon, England,
whicl had close financial relations with the islanders
precipitated the trouble ; but they have been threaten-
ing for a length of time. Newfoundland formns natur-
ally a part of the Dominion, and the sooner it becomes
s0, actually, by entering Confederation the better for
all its interests. It would then have the inestimable
advantage of our banking system, and a currency as
stable as that of Canada—not surpassed in the world.

It sounds very well for a small colony, like that
island, to talk of paddling its own canoe, but such
pride often goes before a fall; and Newfoundlanders, in
keeping up their isolation, or what they call their ‘* in-
dependence,” pay very dearly for their whistle. Several
of our banks have been asked for aid, and Canada will
do something for its neighbor in distress.

JOTTINGS.
By JuNiwss JuNIOR.

Apropos of the remarks in the last issuc on the subject of
adjusters and adjusting, I have just been told of an instance
which hasaccurred in the City, which I think abundantly justi- .
fics the strictures made on the professional loss adjuster. In
last writing I stated that I thought in Montreal we bad excep-
tions to the general mile; but the instance which I bave this
week asceriained cvidences that we have also in our midst
sonte who are Jess regardful of the interest of the companies, by
the cmployment of practices which caurot but be denominated
otherwisc than sharp. I have no hesitation in condemuing the
tricks of thic professional loss adjuster, whether this individual
is located iu this City, or in any other part of the Dominion,
The case that has been reported to me this week, bridfly, is as
follows:—** A’ is a retail grocer in the City, insured for S1000.
He apparently bears a good character, and has the misfortune
to meet with a Joss at this inconvenicnt scason, when, under
naturat circumstances, his trade would be good, “RB* jsem-
ploved to adjust the loss. It is nota very scrious one, but the
adjuster finally deteniniues upon an amouut of $350. (I do not
quote odd dollurs or cents.) Shortly after the report of the
adjuster was adc, the company holdiug the insurance were
intervicwed by the assured and oue or two friends who claimed
that the loss hud not been properly assessed. The company;,
beingof a righteous turn of wind, reopened e adjustment,
and cventually the same adjuster scttled for £5204!

Now, in this special’case who was at fault? Did the adjuster
willfully take advantage of the supposed iunocence and inex-
pericuce of his customer to do, what in the last issue T so
severely discountenanced, nauely: act on the principle of
aljusting the loss at the smallest possible sum, irrespective of
the uerits of the case? There is only the other alternative for
this—that the adjuster was iguorant of his business. In cither
case, whichever way you look at il it reflects no credit upon
th:e adjuster, and cestainly has an unfortunate reflex jufluence
upoa the company employing such an official. I understand
the adjuster’s cliarges in this special case were something
like &30 for work incompetently done, and wliere an i ression
was le oa the mind of the assurer which will e hand to
remnve in his own wind and in the minds of his fdends.

If this column can Le ulilized, in however an insignificant
manner, Lo improve the practice which exists, or better atill, to




