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regard to the style and spirit of our articles, |
we have not a word to say ; they are before ‘
our readers, and they can form their m\'n!
judgment upon them. At the outset, and to X
dissipate at once all doubt ahout this part of !
the matter, we have to state that the two ar- '
ticles so much complained of were editorial,
and we cheerfully assume the responsibility of ;
them, both in our individual and offlcial ca-
pucity ; and s e may state, also, that they were
written afier full deliberation, and from a
sense of duty. We confess that we perused;
Mr. Mair’s letter to D)r. Cook with very pain- :
tul and indignant feelings, and a conviction
that its tone and spirit, manner and place of
publication, had brought areproach upon our !
Church. We knew tie public character of |
the members of the * Temporalities Board ;" |
that they were men whose integrity was above ;
suspicion—who were known all over Canada
for their large experience in business matters,
and the zeal they have always manifested for
the interests of the Church of Scotland in
Canada. We knew, also, that the funds of
this Trust were invested in what is generaily
considered the best and safest of all invest-
ments-—Bank Stock. We had some know-
ledge of the subject from the oircumstance
of having, - a series of years, received a
printed Report from the Clerk of Synod. Mr.
Mair, in his letter to us, asserts that he brought
no charges against any individual, and round-
ly characterizes our statement to that effeot
as an “untruth.” In charity we must con-
elude that he does not exactly comprehend
the meguing of s0 gross a term, which simply !

favowr of your business capabilities, that sha-
dow would have been dispetled inthis sentence.”
In fact, the whole letter bristles with charges
implying culpahle negligence, incapacity, if
not aetual dishonesty—for what else ean * fa-
voritism® or ‘throwing dust,” &ec., mean?
And against whom are these charges brought ?
‘T'he Executive Committee who bhave the spe-
cial management of the Fund is not a large
one. It consists o Thomas Paton of the
Bank of B. N. America, of John Greenshields,
merchant, and the Rev. Dr. Matheson of
Montreal.  Of these, Mr. Paton is the chair-
man ; and does any body suppose that these
gentlemen will hot cowsider themselves at-
tacked by Mr. Mair, and that most offensive-
Ivy?  Let 11t be remembered that this Board i«
composed of the very choice of cur ministers,
and the most eminent laymen connected with
our Church in Canada.  And, we would ask

is it seemly that such men should be addrese

ed as Mr. Mair has addressed them? W=

 find that the last Report of the Fund was au.

dited uand found correct by James Mitcheli,
Esq.—lately an extensive merchant in Hali-
fax. now a Cistinguished merchant in Mon,
treal—than whom a more high-minded, judi-
cioys or excellent christian man does not ex-
ist.  And yet, if Mr. Mair is right, le, too,
must be an accomplice in attempting to * cast
dust in people’s eyes.”  The very use of such
an expression in conneciion with hix own,
brethren in the ministry, is in the highest de.
gree unbecoming®, and when we read it, we
—

¢ ‘I'he managers of the Fund are: Dr. Mathe-
son, Montreal, Dr. Cook. Quebee, Dr. Barclay,
Kingston (lately deceased), Mr. Snodzrass. Mon-
treal, Br. Uiquiart, Cornwall. John Young,
Hamilion. John Greenshields, Moutreal, Alex,
Morris, M.P.P., John Cameroun, H. Allan, Juhn
Themsou, and Thomas Paton. Bank of B N.
America,—the latter gentleman being chairman.,
The revenue of the Fund last vetr was §35,945 ;
the amonnt paid to ministers, §37,854. The rate
of interest paid averages 63 per cunt



