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Having muade these prefatory remarks by way of explanation,
1 shail now proceed to consider three articles in which other
wrjters have recently di8cussed the meaning of the phrase "civil
righta xn the Province."

2. Rejoinder to Mr. Masterz' commenta upon m~y former articl.-I
shall first deal with an article ini which Mr. Masters lias discussed
my theory as to the limita of the legiblative power. Sce CÂNw>Â
LAw JOURNAL, April 1, 1914. He accepta my contention tbat in
Royal Bank of Canada v. Rex(a), the locality of the trust fund
constituted by the proceeds of the sale of the bonds in question
was a vital point, and that the decision, as rendered, wua in-
evitable, when the situs of that fund was ascertaiued to have been
at Montreal, at the time when the givei, statute was enacted %y
the Legislature of Alberta. But hie dissents froin the furtner
inierence which I have drawit, that., if t!.--t fund had then been
ini the Province nf Alberta the statute under review would have
bevtn valic His position is thus stated:-

"If ttLs Legiai&ture may make Iaws in relation to 'property in the.
Province' and to, 'civil righta in the Province,' then the Act, while
vara vires as reIating to, the property, in stili uUira vires an relating to,
the civil riglits, and, I should say, if ultra vires in any respect, in in-
valid."

Being strongly impresacd withi the desirability of placing,
wherever it ii- possible, upon the British North America Act
a constrtiction which will preclude the Provincial Legisiature f romn
excrvising their plcnary powers in such a manner as to
impair the obligation of contracta and confiscate property, I own
that 1 should like to, find sonie satisfactory ground upon which
surilt~ is iiry i.a is here set forth could ho sustained. Mr. Maters,
howevcr, bas flot suggested any such ground, and, for n'y own part,
1 do not perreive now, any more than 1 did when I wrote n'y
former article, under what principle of constitutional law it eau
bc succeaafully argued that laws which are within the legislative
ompctence, as relating to ' property in the Province," van be

declared ultra ires simply for the reason thgt they also relate
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