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tise Iriels Bisiiops, tise licnd of whiîon w'as the
Iearnod, piouq, andi toierarit Arciibisho1s V1itr.
Theso ministerq Nvere dcv oted meni, anid bc'cr.sl
of thein wore highiy accosnpiisieu tiieuiogisuis.
'riey wore acruqtosssed te iiseet together for coi)
sultation and vitriouis religieus exorcises whichi
proveti of gr-'nt benefit to theinselves and tic
people who attendeci tisen.

But on the accession of Charles I. te the throno
of England (1625) pcîsccutiisg incasures %%uro
adopted. Tiatise "u lanned by tihe bigotcd
Arch biehop Laud, arid carricti out by the tyranii i
Sir Thomats Wcntu orth, afterwards Lord Straf-
ford, whio camne tu Irclanîd asLes-d Depuity iii 1633.
Strict obseî vance of preintie fori N% as sîcw re-
quire(i of tise l'rcsb3 teria~. minibters, and tise
Presbyterian Iseople, were required to takie whist
wvas calied tho " Black Oath,"l pledgiîsg thein-
selves " to ohey assd siot te protest agaixsst any of
tise kiisgs enssssaîîds,"1 at the risk of fine and un-
prisonnient.

're escape frein the impobition of thebe iîstoier-
ant mnensures several of tise ministers nlso imnd
been deposeti by tiho bi.iîops, iled to Scotisusd,
where thcy liad the lhonor of taking part in the,
famous Geaieral Assesssbly, of 1638, by wiih
Scottish Preiac3 was ovcrthirown. Sonse of the
Ministers and people embas ked for New Emsglsrnd,
but, îa.ving ixaen driveîî back by adverse winds,
when isaif across the Atlantic, tiîey ultimately
found refuge witii tieir bretliren in Scotland.

The feov ministers andi people uho remairsed in
Irelanti feundt a short respite from persecutien ia
consequerîce of the recali of Lord Strafford, wiîo
was trieti, cousdemned, and executed, in 1641, as
were bis fellowpersecuters Arciibishop Laud in
1645, and Chiarles I. iii 1649.

In the sanie ý ear in u hich Lord Strafford was
exeeuted (1 641)t ccurred the great Iriai Rebellion,
in which iL is said that more t1san 40s,000 Protes-
tants lost their lives. This rebellion, ivhich was
instigated and inspireti by Romish prieats, was
marked by such savage criselty and merciles
butehery as cxcceded even that of the St. Bartho.
lemew Massacres, in France.

On the Epi-ýcopalian s, whom the Roman
Catholics regardeti a., tiîeir worst enemies, thse
biow fell îno.t ,aeerely. Prelary was almost
annihilateti in UhLber. The Scottish settiers
were now thuiefuse left at liberty to, adopt what-
over sybtemn of ultur.hI governînient they Lhought
he.st. They prufci reti Presbyterianism, and oh-
tained as pasturs severali minieters, some of whosn
had come, fromn Scotland as chiapla;ns with the
forces sent te quell the revoit.

On tse lOLli Jâme, 1642, tise year after tho
Insu iîssbêuse % u I g nii.ud nt Cssrricktforgus.,
liecur Bu-ifit, thse iirt3t reguiar Presbytery of tic
Piezsbytesisîii Cisurcis iii Iru-lanti. On tise roll of
the t'resbytery wero the naines cf 7 miîîisters and
4 ruiing eiders. Two of tise ininistors wvere siot
prcsent uit tise time whcsî tise Presbytery iva8
erganizeti.

Tise Clîurcii Lius orguuîived, prespered greatly
dsirissg tise rcmnîsing ycar8 cf tise reiga cf Chas.
I> and duning tise Protecu-Lrtc of Oliver Croni.
weii, wio d'ec is 1658. Tihe W'estminster Con-
fcssioii and L.'rger and Shoster Catecisans were
received, assd tiuir doctrinses faitiîfuiiy tauglit in
tise pîsipit and in tise homes of tise people. The
Seleina League and Covenant wvas adopteti and
loyally adheredl te.

A isigs standard of moraiity was maintained.
Tue Presbyterians, neow in the ascendant, exhi-
bited a ineasure of toiernce, wisich wvas uncom-
mon iii these tisnes. Tlsey did littie in tihe way
cf ru-aliation fur tise wrongs ticy liad sufféed.
On Lise cuntrary, they received into communion
isot a few Ejuiscoepatiiiiis, wiso had been their per-
secutors, and admitteti intû tise raTsks of the
ministers soine of tise Episcopalian ciergy on their
giving evidence ef repenîtance, anti, after their
beirsg soleinniy and formaily rebuked.

As for Charles 1, they regarded him as a cruel
oppresser, but tiscy did net carry their resistance
te himn te tise fatal end. On the centrary, tisey
denounced isis executien as an act of murder,
and immediateiy, oit tise eariiest day the Pres-
bytery could rîseet after hcarixsg of tise execu-
tien, it assembied iii Belfasut, and adopted a
Declaratien te be read in each puipit, te tise
effeet ameng otiser things, tisat those, %Yho "Iwits
cruel hands " put thu king te death, were guiltyeof
"Ian act se horrible as no0 history, divine or
human, ever had a precedent te tue lie.

Frein tise Lime of the organizatien of tise Pres-
bytery in 1642, te the restoration in 1660, the
1resbytenian Churcis in lreland wvas greatly in-
creased in the number of its issisterts andt mem-
bers. Tise number of nîinisters increaseti freni 7
in 1642, tu upwards of 60 in 1660, while the .siafl
band of members iii 1642, rose te abutt 100,000
in 1660. During tisis period aise, tise 1rebbyter-
ian, wvas, virtuaily, the Estabislsed Chisuch cf
Ulbter. its minister.s oceupied the parii ehurche-s
aî4 received the tithes fermetly paiti te the
curistes and dignitarics of tiseEpiseopai Churei.

Thsis period of prosperity wvas brougit te, a
close, when the Stuart family was restored te the
throne of Engiand, in the person of the unprinoi.
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