
Comparative anatomy and embryology o've nincli to the study of
fossils, especially a greatly enlarged k nowv1edge of the vertebrate skuII,
the linib arches and the linîbs, together wvit1î the iawv o' brain growvth,
found to exist ainonga extinct, mammals and other vertebrates, wvhich
law Alarsh, its discoverer, states as followvs :-Il Ail tertiary manmmis
Lave sinali brains. There wvas also a graduai increase in the size of the
br-ain during this i>eriod. The inerease wvas confined mainly to, the
cerebrai hemispheres, or highier portions of the brain. In soie groups
the convolutions of rhe brain have gr:tdually become more compilieated.
In sonie the cerebellum and olfâctory lobes hiave even diminlishied in

size." Siîîce this general statemni furtlier researchli as shoîil Il that
the saine general la'v of brain growvth hoids good for the birds and
reptiles frorn tne Seeondary epoch. to the present tinme," and the facts so

far gathercd indicate that as a greneral law this 'viii hoid good for ail1
extînct vertebrates.

To Archoeology also, Pal.montology lias rendered great service in
extend(ilIg our knowledge of the antiquity of the human race. Evideiîwes
whicli after having long aeeumulated to be rejected inerely because
not iii accord with acrepted thieories, have been during thib century

re-ex.1mined and added to, until nowv t'hey are strong enougli to make

the conclusion inevitable that the occurrence of tic remains of man in
the Pliocene now fairly cestablishes the fact of the existen)ce of mnan in

thlat period.

REPORT 0F THlE COINcHOLOGICAL BRANCUZjF.
(Read 'March 13, i8go.)

The leaders of the (Coneliological Br-auch have to, report that they
liave peisonally been able to do little 'vork in the field during the past

season, and they are not a'vare that any other inenibers of the club
resident in Ottawa have tak-en up the study. This is greatly to be
regfretted for, as wiil he seen froin the present report, inucli remains to

be done before thie list of Ott- ivaz mollusca eail be conidered complute.
A very proiflc: locaiity (the wvood betweel -St. L',is (Iau and the

E.Xperixnental Farni) w~as v'isited by the writers on onie or two occa-.
sions, and in moss; coliected thiere niany interestin)g though minute land


