
only the goodness of a Saviour. The Pharisees bring to
Him a woman taken in adultery, asking Bim to become her
judge. Jesus, in order to save hier from torture, braves the
accusations which His mercy furnishes as a pretext to Ilis
enemies. He finds an ingenious ineans of delivering her
from those who wish bier deatb, and sends lier away par-
doned.

We recognize Jesus in the father of the prodigal son.
He lias for hlm only the heart of a father, losing siglit of
bis degrading misery, whicb would seem to extinguish al
sentiments of pity. Pater miseicordL-~ nwtuis est. It suffices
for Him to, behold the sad state of the poor prodigal.

We bave another instance of the tenderness of the Beart
of Jesus in the Gospel narrative of the widow of Naini,
wlio was accomp.ýýnying to thie grave the dead body of lier
only Son ; Bis compassionate Heart moved Hlm to, dry the
tearIs of that desolate mother, in givlng back to lier the son
for whomn she mourned. St. Bernard remarks tliat as Our
Lord approaclied tlie end of bis life, Be manifested greater
marks of Bis compassion for sinners. At His birtb tlue
just only are mentioned as being present; but as Be grew,
Bis mercy seemed to, augment and nake itself known.
Crevit corpits, crevit et mnisericordia. Be eats wltli siinners,
admit.- tbem into His society, and allows tbemi to fol]ow
Hlm. Thougli He mneets witli ingratitude and even bc-
trayal, He does not repulse them, - nay more, He dies
between two sinners. Our Lord's iiiercy for Bis wandering
shieep bas not diinliislied ; Bis Sacred Beart is the refuge
ever open to repentant sinners. 0 inerciful Sax-iour, who
would -not deliglit iu praising, glorifyi-ng and blessing Thy
divine unercy, that indulgrent goodness always ready to
pardon ? Ali ! It is the remnembrance of that nuercifrIl texu-
derness, so often ignored, whicli presses us to respoixd more
faitlifully to tlie love of Bis Sacred Beart, and to render It
our sincere bornage by iniitating that Divine example.

Ves, our bearts nmust reproduce the sentiments of the

IVEIZ MERCY 0r- THE IIEART 0-P JIESUS 29299


