
-AUl wct, like slteep, have goîte astrav,
wl? have turncd everv one o laim owýn
wu)-; and the Lord Êath laidt uaa hiia
thei ilnicuiîy of us ail". But Christ
(tocs more thani tlii:j, and here the
anarnzy again liolds <'00(,-- he lays laold
on the sinnser: byr fiis word nnd S ii
lie couaverts laini :he vorks iina Kajrh-
-hoe prodocels ira Lii ail tihe dispositions
whicla <ualify, for new ohedlience ; lie thmus
lcads the siniser, or briaigs bina, back
te God. Aimd in cvery, instance of
a convertcd soul, Christ is like thei Shels.
Lcrd-coming, and seekitîg, and ck.liver-
ing tlaat sotii-lay-iaig held of it, turning
it te r1ihteousness ; preventing il froara
wandlering«1, tarther; saving il froan the
r'Wining pit, and the roaring lion ; sav-

ang at frean sin-fror destruction-
froin dcatli-fromn Satans anad froin
hieu. Chrvist*s spiatit avrests tisai seul,
a:ad convinces il of sin, brings it te
fauta), aivakens it to repentance, and Icatis
it te ncw obedience. WVhcm this à~ the
cas, it is brought back te, thse fold : it is
returneti to the shieplierd and bishop of
thle seul. Il is safe, and Christ rejoices
ver »it-and angels rejoice over it: Ilca-
en os glati, anmd thse antheans of ilcaveai
re awakeaicd te a new, a more joyful
)flR.

The sanie truth, you wili percive, is
tugbit us in the figure of the lost piere
-f mnoney. The wonxiai liglituth a caradie,

anad sweeps thse house,nnd secks diligently
titi site fiumd it. So, it is by Christ comimmg
arad secktng, the soul that it is rcctovercd.
It woul bave been lost l'or ever otberwise.

e Christ cones by lais word and spirit and
restores the îisteless cncraics, the useloss
faculties, of flic soul-restores LIent te
thacir proper object, l0 their proper use.
lie awakems repenttance, and begets faitli,
anti revives love, aud prodaîces ncw obe-
dicaice. 'l'ie sout is weain useful te its
Creator, its riglitfal owýner. It beconses
avaitable for bis purposes. Its reason, or
uradcrstandinrg, is agaiti ernployed ina con-
temuptating (.icx-its faitb in trustin« in
lini-its affections ina îoving Iis-al its

.cr in servinc Min.
Inlw lhe parableof tLe prodigai son, the

exorcise of tLe seul itself iii rcturning to
God is Lrought eut ; the repentance anti
faîil of thse 'sitner arc adinirably illus-
tratcd. l is Christ thiat apprehcends a
soul, and works both repentanace and faitla
ira il: but tise proccss of repentance and
fiuitia, the muaraîer of tiscin, is Lere illus-
trated. Ina wbat state is the sinner ?-
IL ig ifbjcct, vile, iîiiseaable. H bas de-
pateca fro (iod :Ibo bas follied bis owný

tlesias-e; lic ias ,set up tus nvn ivili : lie ri;..
been servimg diverse Itisis anid jaIlaisure.
lie h Ili tiwvj:c e phlinged ita iiiisery.
lie is in spititual Want, Spnîliîlal ttarva.
lion. lie ha occaisliedt in flic iucanc'at
drudgcrv, Ilie bondslave of' Salait. Ina
liais state lie is imîade to feel his waat.-
lie cornes te sec bis wrctched anad desti-
tilte coitaition. Ilc cernes to hinaseîf, as
the parable lias it. Ie thinks of lais dle-
graded and miserable condiition. Ile
îiiinks Low far ottacrwise it ir.igit bc -%villi
hitiî-how diflrrint it is witla otiters cil

odschiidren, wbo hrave iever de-
ported froui God, whio are stiti lais
servati. "Il ow mrany . laired ser--
vasais of' nîv fathaer: bave breaci cioui
ani to, spare, anad I perish with liunger t"
I 1wi Il arise and co te iray father, and

will say unto, lini, Father, I bave sinticit
against heuveii, andi before thee, anad amn
nao more ivorth'-y to bc calcd thy sera t
miake anc as one of thy hired servant."-
.Not titat thert, are any in (lod's honsse
that are regarda'd ina anv other iighttitan
as clailtren. Eut Cb;ist ivoufl bore
tea:t flmc low estimate tîtat a iinner Las
of hiniseif, lais wiliangncss to Le raothing
ina Godl's sight-to oecupy the humblest
place in bis Louscbod-to ho adniitftt(I
on ary terisitohlis hotase. Wheraonce
te resolution is finaiiy maade, lie puis il

an exc-cution. Ile arises and goos to Lis
fathier. 'Flacsiimner tuais cxcrcised-coine
to Iiiniseut;-for sin is reg-ardedl as a spe-
cies of inadness-ili sinner is alieasatcd
even froua limnsclt*; lac-is not in bsis right
ssind : lmadncssfl, if is said, &- is ina bis
lieaýt" :-wlbeaa thie sinner lias coule to
hisIrnsi-to bis right mid-lie ,oes f0
God ira pfrayer, confesses bis sinsi 10 od,
ans- ipores pardon tharotigh JesusCbrist.
Ile «cs te God as lais fithuer ii Leaven,
aradambics liitraself before hurn-just ai
a penitent tbild will go to lais fater, and
humble hiniscîf ira lsis 8igisî, if Laply Le
mray obtain recoraeiliation"and forgiveness.
T'he son of an eartbly father who lias act-
cd the part of' thc nrodigaI, wiliinaturally,
on sceing lais folly, return te lais Çatber's
bouse te ask tbat forgiveness whaich Le is
wvcll assurcd 'will not be witbbld.-
lie courais tapon lsis fIhther's forgivencss,
Isis affection. îvon for an erring 0chi'Ld.-
le feels a conviction that Le0 will be re-
ceived, timat Le wili obtain pardon, that
le iit net beeast off. And so, the suai-
ner wbo lias corne te Liniscîf, wbo lias
seera bis folly, wiso repenîs of Iias sitas,
goes to Ged, with tLe sanie, or a sianilar,
confidence, Laviamg God scvealcd te hit
in ail the grace and nmercy of thse gospel.
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