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« All we, like sheep, have goune astray;
we have turned every one to his own
way; and the Lord hath laid on him
the iniquity of us all”.  But Christ
does more than this, and here the
analogy again holds good,-~he lays hold
on the sinuner: by his word and spirit
he converts him : he works in him faite
—he produces in him all the dispositions
which qualify for new ebeilience ; he thus
leads the sinner, or brings him, back
to God. And in every
a converted soul, Christ is like the Shep.
herd—coming, and seeking, and deliver-
ing that sonl—Ilaying hold of it, turning
it to righteousness ; preventing it from
wandering farther; saving it from the
yawning pit, and the roaring lion ; sav-
ing it from sin—from destruction—
from dcath—from Satan and from
hell. Christ's spivit avrests that soul,
ud convinces it of sin, brings it to
faith, awakens it to repentance, and leads
it to new obedicnce. When this i8 the
case, it is brought back to the fold: it is
returned to the shepherd and bishop of
the soul. It is safe, and Christ rejoices
ver it—and ansels rejoice over it : Hea-
en is giad, and the anthems of Heaven
re awakened to a new, a morc joyful
ng.

The same trath, you will perceive, is
aught us in the figure of the lost piece
f money. The woman lighteth a candle,

and sweeps the house,and secks diligently
till she find it. So, it is by Christ coming
and secking the soul that it is recovered.
Jt woul have been lost for ever otherwise.
Christ comes by his word and spirit and
restores the uscless energies, the useless
faculties, of the soul—restores them to
their proper object, 1o their proper use.
Heawakens repentance, and begets faith,
and revives love, aud produces new obe-
dience. The soul is again useful to its
Creator, its rightfal owner. It becomes
available for his purposes. 1ts reason, or
understanding, is again employed in con-
templating God—its faith in trasting in
him—its affections in loving him—all its
powers in serving him.

In the parable of the prodigal son, the
exercise of the soul itself'in returning to
God is hrought out ; the repentance and
faith of the sinner are adwiratly illus-
trated. It is Christ that apprehends a
soul, and works both repentance and faith
in it: but the process of repentance and
faith, the manuer of them, is here illus-
trated. In what state is the sinner ?—
He iv abject, vile, miserable. He has de-

partea from God :Jhe bas followed his own.
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desives ; he has set up his own will : he Tias
been serving diverse lusts and pleasures.
He is in consequence plunged in misery.
He iz in spititual want, spiritual starva.
tion. e is occupied in the meancst
drudgery, the bondslave of Satan. In
this state he is made to feel his want.—
He comes to see his wretched and desti-
tute condition. e comes to himself, as
the parable has it. e thinks of his de-
graded and miserable condition. Tte
thinks how far otherwise it might be with
him—how ditferent it is with others of
God's children, who have never de-
parted from God, who are stll his
servants. % How many . hired scr-
vants of my father’s have bread enough
and to spare, and I perish with hunger!”
“ T will avise and 20 to my father, and
will say unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and before thee, and am
no more worthy to be called thy son:
make me as onc of thy hired servants.”—
Not that there are any in God’s house
that are regarded in any other light than
as children, But Christ would here
teach the low estimate that a sinner has
of himself, his willingness to be nothing
in God'’s sight—to occupy the humblest
place in his” houschold—to be admitted
on any termsintohis hosse. When once
the resolution is finally wade, he pus it
in exceution, Ie arises and goesto his
father. Thesinnerthus exercised—come
to himself';—for sin is regarded as a spe-
cies of madness—the sinner is alicnated
even from himself; he-is not in his right
mind : * madness,” it is said, “is in his
heart” :—when the sinner hag come to
himself—to his right mind—he goes to
God in prayer, confesses his sins to God,
and implores pardon through JesusChrist.
e cocs to God as his father in heaven,
and humbles himself before him—just as
a penitent ¢hild will go to his father, and
humble himself in his sight, if haply he
may obtain reconciliation-and forgiveness.
‘The son of an earthly father who has act-
ed the part of the “rodigal, will naturally,
on seeing his folly, return to his father’s
house to ask that forgiveness which he is
well assured will not be withheld.—
I1e counts upon his father’s forgiveness,
his affection sven for an erring child.—
He feels a conviction that he will be re-
ceived, that he will obtain pardon, that
he will not be cast off.  And so, the s-
ner who has come {o himself, who has
seen his folly, who repents of lus sins,
goes to God, with the same, or a similar,
confidence, having God 1¢evealed to him
in all the grace and mercy of the gospel.




