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One rnay take the highiway in a cab, aDd soine do that: but
we'I1 take the low way with Williami. 0 yes 1 Shakspeare's foot-
path for us. It ig there stili, the path bis feet helped to deepen:
and along it, since his day have pressed the feet of many
thousands.

We cro."s the broad green sloping meadowvs traversed by
Shottery Brook whiclh gurgies along in the sanie old key,
windingy itis wav between a perfect avenue of ancient trees that
whisper stili. the same scretcz as were caughlt by the ears of
Shakspeare. The birds stili sing and " the lover and bis lass"
are there to hiear. W.e pass them on our way, indifférent to otir
presernce, responsive only to, that of Nutitra Benliçpa.

The wvay is not long. After less than a maile of a walk, we
corne to a littie hamilet. turn a corner and find ourselves within
si2ht of Anne's cottagte. There on the crest of a gentie siope by
the sie of the higli way nestle2% the quaint 01(1 cottage that
Shakspeare knew so well. It is lowv and tiniber franied.
wvithi a thatched roof ; even yet the typical home of a peasant
farnily: not by any means so pretentious as the home of
Shakspeare, ivhen lie Iived with- bis father, a burgess of Strat-
ford town.

The rooni in whicli Anne was born is reached by a steep
stair-case. In it is preserved at carved oak bedsfead of the
Elizabethan, period, said to have. been an beirlooni in the
Hatbaway family since the lOLh century.

For many 3'ears the cottage hiad been in charge of Nirs. Baker,
an iuteresting old lady full of years and reminiscences. But an
Englishi paper ut recent date intimates lier deati' a fuwv weeks
ago. She Nvas a descendant of the Hathawvay farnily. Her
visitors' books-and they are inany-are engrrossed with the
names of the great ones of the earth. "That's where Charles
D)ickens sat," she said to me iu the spring of 1897, pointingy to a
block of wvood at Ler door step, t1vheu lie wrote his tiame in iny
book. . . . And here is the photo of Mliss Terry that shie
gave me wvith ber own baud." An so forth as long as one bias,
tinie to listen. The walls of her roois ýare covercd with photos
of fainous poots, artists, actors and actrcssýes, uieincnto3 of their
visits.


