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A DARWINIAN'S THOUGHTS ON Ri?LIGION.'

SOME seven or eighit years ago Mr. Geor1 ge J. Romanes began to
deliver iii the University of Edinburgh the Rosebery leciures

on "«Ev olut.ion."* At that time lie ,%vas regarded as the ablest living
exponent of Darwinisiin, and iii;dwis lockedt upon as Darwin's
legitimate sucessor. A mnaî of uine presence, genial manner, and
a lecturer of consuminate skill, lie filled the large Natural History
class-roc'm, steep as were its benches and (.ingy, willh attentive
audience.s. This wvas before the days of "Gifford," whien Tlieo-
logy dwelt at peace in her Zion, undisturbed by Pfleiderer et hoc
genV. <ms e But at that t.ime too thiere wvere whispers of
lieresy, and highlander w'ould glance savagely at lowlan1 arts
mai of strd.Éest sect, wvhen Romanes made a poir *.- of showing
how evolution interfered -%vitli the argument froin design, or
walking up to the ' skeleton of «an ape, profes-sed %vithi a blaind
sinile to have no objections to acknowlu.dge hiim as bis ancestor.
Romanes was said to be athieist, niaterialist, wvhat not; not with-
out reason as we shall see, though it inay probably have origi-
nated then froni those who had decided for thiemselves that
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