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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

General Statement,

When the news of Absalom’s conspiracy reached derusalem Dayig immwlinu-l_\' sought safety in f| ight,
Whether from the weakness of age or because he had calm confidence in God, whether cast down by the
tiemory of' his sin o dispirited because of the ingratitude of his much Joved Absalom, he left the crown
to the usurper. A wail of sadness rent the air as the old king, bowed down with grief and w alking bare-
foot, left the city he had rebuilt, and parted with true and valued friends, With him went the bodyguard
of l’hiliulim-»‘ the regular soldiers, officers of the court, and his faithful hand of six hundred warrjors,
with their wives ang children, The priests offered to bring the ark—their pledge of safety. This Day id
declined, as God had said of Jerusalem, * This is my rest.” In iheip flight Duvid was met by Ziba, who
brought bread, fruits, and a skin of wine, Ziba (probably falsely) aceused Mephibosheth of treachery,
and secured for himself the Property of the poor ipple, Passing on, the king was cursed and stoned by
Shimei, an old adherent of the hoyse of Suul.  News of the defection of Ahithophel, hix shrewdest coun-
sclor, now reached him. In the midst of these trials he stopped to worship God.  When Tushai offered
o uecompany the king he was ad vised to goand pretend to be an adhe, nt of Absalom, After Absaloy’s
arrival in Jerusalem acouneil was held gt which Ahithophel Proposed to pursue Dayiq at once with twelyg
thousand men, and pledged himself to sluy the king only, Tushgai recommended delay 1) Absalom
should be strengthened in the eapital.  This would give David all he wanted—time, T} advice was
tuken and the council separated, Hushai to communicate with David, and Ahilhophcl to commit suicide,
David made his headquarters gt Mahanaim, a sturdy fortified town near the Jubbok, Three months after
Absalom was made king the battle was fought in the wood of Ephraim, Amasa commanded for Abunlum.




