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hearted women, had been treated like eriminals of the |
Jowest class, (&) Bigetry binds the eyes and hardens
the heart.

5. The high-priest. The high-prieet of that day
Ananias, but Puul probably refers to Theophilus,
\o was in office at the time of the early persecution.
w still living, and may have been present. Extate of
the elders. The Sanhedrin, or Jewish council, many
of whom were still in office, through twenly years had

assed. Pnul had & double purpose in this opening,
to win the nttention of his henrers by showing that his
own zeal had been like theirs, and thus to make all
the more emphatic the story of hig conversion, which
he is now * sout to relate, Letters unto the brathren.
There was a close relution ~'uh-minfzhul\\‘een the Jews
in different countries, and the high-priest held a/
mensure of authority over his people even in foreign |
Jands, Them which were there. The bellevers in |
Jesus, muny of whom had fled from the persecution at |
Jernsalem,” Mo be punished, The murder of Stephen |
and the scaurgings in the synagogues show what treat-
ment they were fikely to receive.

6. Made my journey. Tequiring about a week, a8
it was over one uncred und thirty mileg. Nigh unto
Damaseus. The traditional slace of this event is
ehown, in sight of the city. Ahout noon. In the light
of midday. !510\\ing that the manifestation Wi no de-
Jusion. There shome. This wis the glory surround- |
ing the ascended Saviour, who then appeared to Saul, |
and was seen as well as beard.

7. 1fell, Overcome by the sudden manifestation ut'l
the divine glory, and the terrible conscionsness of his |
own guilt, Heard a voiee. That this was a real voice |
fs shown by the fact thut it spoke in the Hebrew
tongue, and that Saul's compunions heard the sound, but
not the words, for the message Was to him nlone, Acts
9. 7: %6. 14, ul, Baul. (5) God's call is always in
dividual, to each man, and nol to men in general. Why
persecutest thou me Chirist in glory so completc Iy
identifies himself with his people on the earth thit he
feels their sufferings. (6) ur Head in hewven beholds
and sympalhizes with his Churcl in all its members.

®. Who art thou, Lord. At that hour it was the
voice of a stranger. but from that hour the voice of a

iend. 1 am Jesos of Nazareth. Our Lord in
heaven does not call himself the Son of God, but is|
known by his eurthly name nnd remembers  his
enrthly home. (0) Does this give usa hint of our knowl-
edge and recollection of the ewrtily state heveafter?
Who u persecnt All this would be listened
to with the most breathl nterest by a compuny of
Jews, for the bath-kol, or voice from heaven, wils ret
nized by them us a possibility und believed in as an ex-
perience.

9. They that were with me, Tn the necount of
this event in Acts 9. 7, there is an apparent diserepancy
with this statement, which, however, 18 eaBily ex-
t\luin(-nl They heard a sound, and suw a sudden flash
yut conld distinguish neithor the w ords nor the form.
Him that spake to me. \We are not 1o suppose that
this eame upon Saul without any mental propavati
For months he had been resisting conviction, stru
against his conse , battling vainly with Stephen's
arguments, snd trying to forget his giorified fce. On
any other view it is not easy to aceount for the words.
W1t is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” |
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Acts 0. 4.
10. What shall § do, Sanl was by nature prompt
to resolve and to art, and never was a better solution

taken than thie, (%) Zeach
your scholurs! 'The
Paul reiterates the

spoke to him on that
every conversion there
Christ makes men his«

e, urge Sanl's dec
1 waid. Before his enemies
stion that it was th Lovd who
v, 0t shall be told thee. [n
% a human instrumentality, for
workers in salvation. () Let
ws no! fail to embrace 0 wicilege and do our work in
showeding men the way of faith.

11. 1 conld net see, Suul alone was blinded, be-
canse he nlone had felt the sudden shock of divine
power ipon the weak human frame. 0y Our earthiy
bodies ave but il adapled o endure heavenly glovies,
Led by the hand.  Their physical eyes were open,
bt their spiritual eyes were clo 1. 80 that it was the |
blind lending the Llind. (11) Which blindnéss would
yon choose, theirs or Sanl’s? Came inte Damascus,
He had started as the haughty and merciless ruler ; he
reached his zoal the humble suppliant.

12, One Ananias. It was by a lowly buf godly man
that the blinded seeker was led tolight, ~ A devout man
according *o the law. Paul, speaking to Jews, doex

not fail to mention the churacter and reputation of
Ananins a8 a Jew, that be wis faithful to the Jewish
observances, and held in regurd by liis peoj le,. Having
a good rep We see here, and from the uccount in
Acts 9, what the character of a worker for Christ
<houtdbe. 1.) Upright ; 2.) Ofgood reputation ; 3.) Liv-
ing in fellowship wﬂh! e H]\h# 3 4.) Quick to obey the
eall to duty.

13. Brother Sanl. fe suw “ the brother'" even in
the man who had been a bitter enemy. Receive thy
wight, The words were spoken with fuith in God's
power, and at Christ’s command ; and they were hon-
ored by an instant result. 1 looked np. " The bodily
miracle was u picture of the more wonderful change
wrought within Saul's natare, tri neforming his char-
acter, views, aims, snd affections, and opening his
gpiritunl eyes to new truth,
he Lord God of our fathers. Apother appeal
to Jewish thought, which would tend to hold the sym-
pathies of his hearers tath chosen thee, Rev, Ver,
* Hath appointed It means that God had previously
appointed Paul for his great work ; an appointment,
however, which wqulr«'(hhe free ncceptunce of Paul's
will to render it complete. mee that Just One. From
thie, and from other expresgions, we may b r that
Saul nctnally sew as well as heard Jesus. Shouldest
pear. This personal eall of Christ's living voice was
essential to Paul's apostleship, for onl? those who had
‘epen the Lord,” und had been chosen by him, could be
apostles, 1 Cor. 9. 13 Gal. 1. 1. The original
apostles uppointed no successors in the Church,

15. His witness. Thetwelve had been called to be-
come withesses of desus (Acts 1. 8), and now this re-
cent persecutor is nceredited to a luce nmong them.
Unto nll men. Jews and Gentiles alike, though Paul
skillfully avoids naming the ltter for the present. 'We
can understand his reason, wi nult ex-
cited by the mention of s Gentiles ™ 1, Vers.
91,22, Seen and heard. In those two words lie the
power of Christinn experience and Christian testimony.
(12 Let every believer in Christ bear witness to all men of
what he has seen and heard, and the world will be speed-
ily converted.

16. Why tarriest thou? Now that his sins were
fo and his enll was reveuled, there wis no reason
for delny,  (18) Every converted person should unite with
the Churel as soom_as possible Be baprized, As the
outward token of union with the body of believers.
Wash away thy sins. ot that rinsare washed away
by baptism. hut by the acceptance of God's grace, of
w hich baptism is the outw ard token, ( ng on the
name, It was this prayer to Christ which would in-
voke the clennsing blood nnd wash nway his £ins.

17. Itea (o pass. In his rapidrecital of personal
experienc aul here s over un interval of three
years. e ngain to Jerusalem, This is the vieit
veferred to in Acts 9. 26 though this event is not
there reluted. Prayed in the temple, Thus he showed
to his heay all zealous for Judaism, that after his
conversion he did not forget Jerusulem, nov lose interest
in the temple, nor neglect the public worship. I was
in a tranece, This is a state in which the body is held
in suspenge, while the spirit receives revelation from

on high et in this aecount is to show that
it was b ¢ ecommand, received in the tem-
ple. that ho preached the Gospel to the Gentiles.

aw hi Another manifestation of Christ, No
reed now for Saultoask, ** Whoart thou, | ord +" Get

left the
peremptory

T

thee g v Ite had not williy
the temple, but ¢ in obedience to
mand to enter upon other work, 'They will not re-
ceive thy tesiimany “Perhiaps this refers to the dis-
trust of the Jewish ( hristians, as well as to the rejec
tion of the unbelicving Jews,

19, 20, Lord, they know. Pan! thonght that his
former opposition to the Gospel wonid make him all
the more powerful in its beh or he may have wished
to undo the evil he had wrong nong the Jews, Thy
martyr, Rev. Ver, *thy witness,”"  Mariyr is
Greek word, meaning witness, but it wag early nsed by
the Church with special reference to those who bore

i to Christ by dying for his cause. Kept the
raiment. Took chavge of the garments thrown off by
the men who, ns witnesses, cast the first stones on the
maurtyr.

Depart.  The command is reite ated. Far

He was yet 1o wait in quiet years before the
way should be opéned for this distunt mission. Yo the
Gentiles, Step by step he has led his hearers up to
this word, but when it breaks upon them they are still
no more, for- the name itself aronsed wll their intoler-
ance and their
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