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MYilitia, as supposing, upün enquiry, Borne reasonablie mnen iwight be found
that would receive such a gift thankfully, atnd prx..'.aps use it profitably.

"Baci bo'ik niight be accomipanied wvitlî a small printed paper, showing
the good-will and intention of the giver. 1 would by ail means prefer the
Bible te any iither booik for mny reasois ; but fur brc'rity sake omit them,
giving this oniy as a sketch of my tb.aughts for youreconsideration. To wbicb
-wonJd a-la. should sncb a thing be mde known to that most benevolent
gentleman, Mr. Thornton, and meet his appjrobittitn, extraordiuary as it rnay
ap)pear, doubt not but through his interest it would be easily effected. If iti
should be by subsoripition in any part, arn willing tu c-ntribute my mite ac-
cordiug te ability.

"Cannot help observing, though witb grief, how many decent servants 1
have seen without a Bible; no longer sinco than yesterday a Protestant ser-
vant girl, in a Pa-pist'sÇ -aïnily. As such, see the distributing of books te be
compassion, indeud.

"Am -with ill respect and good wishes, yours affectionately,

Mho Johin Davis was we do not know ; but he certaiuly p1ânted. the seed
wlch lias g6-rowvkn to sucli a rnightýy tree as the Britisli ard Foreign Bible

iSociety. Friend C'ussons seems te have coinmunicated the letter to the cele-
bratud, phlaniithrpist- John Thiurnteni, fromn whom carne the fi'llowiuig dI,,a-

jracteristie lutter:
F"FRXNi GiEoito,-Fnie-d Davis I know net. ; but I suppose yowa do, and

his abode, which lie dees not mention ; and I should j--in witî 1dm. in contri-
butin- if lie can get a subseription.

IlThe tinies are not sucb as te alUow lovLing back ; 1 therefore enclose
twenty pounds to, go forward.

"ThezAlleines are out (f print ; but perbaps a few Baxters and Bibles iay
be«got. May the Lord strengthen you in jour work aud for your work ;and
remlember me to Hannah, and believe me,

« 'Tours affectionately,

On the 8th of November, 1779, the proposal teck definite shape, for we
find that. date on the front page of the first Minute Book of -the Society, iwith
a declartion of the object cf thie Society, IlFor purchasing Bibles te he dis-î
tributed. arnong the British Soldiera and Searnen of the Navy, in order (by
the blessing of Godo to spread zilroad Cliristian knuwledge and reformation of
mnners."W

On another page headed, "lBible So.ciety, instituted Novenîber 1779," we
find the following '«Rules to bu observed by i rsons who becorne membes
thereof. "

' . At. present it is an open Cunittee, and any gentleman who, is an
animal subscriber niay bu adnîitted a inember.

2. Lt is now confined te the distributitoie Bibles, and they enly to the
Navy and Arniy of Great Britain and Ireland.

" Love and unanindty being essentially necessary to carry on s0 good a
work-, it is urianirneusly agreed that any inenber cif the said Conmittee who
shall be littigious (sic), and thereby rdard or hinder the business, shail ho
vuted out cf the said Conun.ittee at thîe weekly meeting."

It was not till the siumuier of 1781 , however, that thie mcc-tinus (of the comi-
rnitteu were regularly held, and rninutes recorded.t Tie tirst exîtry. in this

t The work bas been going oii iu the interval, as appeari from a note of Mr. Thorn-
k.n, dated JThly 28, 17,S0, te Mr. Cussous:s bi)ar G-crg-Il bave corne Bibles for
sc lditrz, and if ynu bave any persen to intrast a few with, I Will stnd thcm where yen
direct wvhen ready. I mean for St. .IamWs or Hyde Park, or the nteighlbourbood. I
bave Seitt a largc pa&-e e to the «;%useni." Mr. Tlicrntc'n continued tW bu a most liberal
snpportur of the, Society, the Cellectinz Bonk rhow,.img that bu gave £1 00 nu 1781, £100
in 1782, tbrouig'Nr r-ýa , =ud azàin £100 in 179Q.


