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spelling. W~ill this double wvoric le easier for our children. Will it
lie easier for those wvho are learning English.

Let us suppose that the contemplated uniformlity of spelling
woulcl one day be an accomplishied tact. Would it hielp? XVould it
flot degrade and impoverishi our language? *-'hy, the very irregular.
itjhs of our language which the self-styacd reformiers disdain, actual!y
teern, overfiow, wvith such historical associations, They are replete
with deep sentiment. Thev in m any cases show the origin and
development of our glorious tongue. In these very irreg.ilarities
lie the genjus of the-lan guage, are explained its precious idioms.
Vhat the foreigner, the student prizes most ~n our language are

those irregularities. liestroy them andi you destroy' the greater part of
its merit and attractiveness. No, Mr. Chairman, the !Zeformers aire
attemipting the impossible. A living tongue shows ilself in it.s
grovth. In aimning at change of spelling, thle followvers of President
Roosevelt attack, and would destroy, our language in itS naturai

gr~tbut it is evident they cannot succeed.
It is, besides, an utter inipossibility to brin- about a genuine

phonetic spelling of Englishi. Thb. numiber of letters in the alphabet
-are insufficient: to represent the sounds used iii our speech. The long
and short vowvels are inadequate for the purpose and herc is an
insuperable stumbling block ini phionetics.

Let the promnoters of this movement say that our spelling is
archaic and perplexing and consequently dificuit: of'acquisition. Even
ý'o, will the changes con templated do a;vay wvith the oddness, com-
plexities. Not at ail. Nor is our present systern of spellirig so
difficuit to acquire as those whio are in a position to çnowv acknowledge.
In education our children are not behindl those of Germany. Prof.
.,unstenbe-rg, wvho ha; gainecl a d2ep insight in to the Gý!rn-,n and
Englishi lanZuages, afflrms thit education is retarded not by the speil-
in- but by inaccuracy and superficiality. The Professor further States
that the foreigner far froni being assisted. %vill rather be hindered in
the learning of English by the proposed reform in spelling. Another
di.sadvantage to lie feared from that retorm is the encouragemient it
gives to slovenly and incorrect spellinz'.

The reformers profess to be seeking uniformity. I ask you if
there is anything more uniformn than our spelling. Wherever you go


