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finie or of sîace. ' nfo--rtunately if seems im-
POsýsible to convince captains of this, and
Inany, wrecks have resulted froni their ignor-
anice of fliese %veil known aberrations.

"You miay have noticed ini the publie press
during the past year miany vigorous attacks
on the iighthouse svstemn of Canada. To rcad
theni one would think that ail our lighits and
fog aiarms were obsolete. If you make al-
lowance for the immense extent of sea coast
that we have to cover, for the youth of the
e0untry, and for the facf that ail our aids to
navigation are absoiîîfeiy free to shipping,
YOu will admit that Canada has acconiplished
1 Wonderful work, and one that shouid receive
Praise instead of censure, when I tell you
that since Confederation the number of our

lgtosshas increased from 227 f0 nearly
910, and of steam fog aiarms from 2 to 64.
This large number of aids to navigation, be-
8ides thousands of buovs and other minor aids
thalt have not been mentioned, are mainfained
aIt an annual expendifure of about $500,000.
It is truc that many of our lights are not
Stricfly modern first-ciass lighits, but ail of
thein are good, serviceable lights under or-
einlary conditions of wveatlîer, and our fog
alal.ms are as modern and powerful as any in
eXistence. We have the testirnony of one
COrnmandiChief of the North American
Staf ion after another of the efficiency of our
8)Ystenm, and many of the recent attacks on it
hav1e been inspired by a few shippers having
Seifish ends in view. If our iights are flot per-
fect9 We are improving them and adding to
tlihinumnber every year, and are also estab-
thir ig new fog aiarm stations, but eveni interpresent condition they are ample toSecure safety f0 a carefully and intelligently
naivigafed ship. What we in Canada require
More thnipoeet ini aids to na% iga-

fravignting our waters in modemn methods of

~~tisDuty on Foreign Built Shlps.

th he recent jîîdgment of justice Burbidge in
.ii Exchequer Court upon the petition of

rîgbt Peetdby the Aigoma Central Ry.
Cu aking for the return Of $3, 5 00 paid unrder
8 rotest fo the Collector of Customs at Sauit8t.Marie, Ont., on the occasion of the

b ltainthere of the steamboat Minnie M.,
b rings info prominence a serious defect in the

UsOsTariff Act Of 1897. The Minnie M.
Was bujît of wood at Detroit, Mich., in 1884,
lnand the time of hem purchase by the
kin -, was regisfered at the port of Mac-

Cac) Mich. In order to make her availablefr the coasfing trade in Canada a British
reitrWas necessary, and wvhile this couid

.ave been obtained without question by mak-
't *fip to St. John's, Nfld., the owners

StPed fo the Collector of Cuistoms at Sault
Ir Marie, Ont., who is authorized by the

reistal Acf s operative ini Canada f0 give
regitation papers. The officiai, as a repre-Setive of the Dominion Government, de-
ttded $39500 as the amounit of duty to

b.chi the Minnie M. was liable as a foreign
and vessel, which was paid under protest,

ret, PrOceedings taken ta have the same
rned on the ground that the vessel was

utlable to duty.
jhe qulestion at issue was the right of the

Oert f0 impose a duty upon the Min-
T8no he judgment sets forth that there

a d.trepugnancy between a statuite imposing
for rY on forcign buiit ships on applicationreg.i~stry in Canada and the Iniperial ActsOPrt ing in Canada, but shows that 'l vhere
18 sa* r charge is imposed, express langu ýge
tu ' tO be indispensable; and the intention

nh0 poe acharge on the subject must be
:ý,hbY Clear and unambiguotis language."
ltsef 9uestion then before the Court resolved
btiît 'nto whether or not the duty on foreign

Si had been explicitly imposed by the

Custonis Tariff Act of 1897. Itemn 409 ini sched-
uIe A of the Act, under wilîi the Collector of
Customs at Satnît Ste. Marie as essed the
duty on the Minnie MI. 't $3,500, does riot
contain an%- words authorizitng the levving
of such a dutv, and thoughi a provision f0 im-
pose a duty' %vould be out of îplace 'inia
schedule, %et it it %vere there the' courts woîîld
have to give effect to it. The 4 th section of
the Act is the section imposing duties, as it
provides that "Ithere shahl be levied and coi-
lected'- duties as set forth in the schedulc
upon aIl " goods enumerated"- or 'lreferred
to as unenumcrated," when " such goods are
imported into Canada or taken out of warc-
house for consumption therein." A ship does
not conle -within the definition of goods as
given in section 3 of the Act ; "neither can a
ship with propriety be said f0 be imported ;
and it would be absurd f0 refer fo it as taken
out of warehouse for consuimption in Canada.'
Therefore, whle " it wvas thle intention of
Parliament f0 impose flic duties ment ioned in
the schiedule, no authority but Parliament
conld supply t he omnission and make the Act
effective for ifs purpose.' The Court, there-
fore, ordcred fthe $3,500 paid unider prof est
to be rctumnied f0 tthe Aigoma Central Ry'.
Co., ieaving the foreign built ship Minnie M
on the register.

The intention of the Govcrnmett10 pro-
niote shipbuilding ini Canada by imposing a
duty uipon foreign buiît vesseis being brought
in for registry, has been defeated by a dcfect
in the Act which Parliament alone can rectify.
In the interests of Canadian shipbuiiding the
Customs Tariff Act Of 1897 siîould be s0
aniended at the next ses ion of Parliament as
to effectively impose the dufy upon oreign
builf boafs, whic'i if was infended should
have been imposed in 1897. The iawv cannot
be made retroactive, but a special enacf mnent
can be carried through so as Io come in force
by fthe opening of navigation with a view of
preventing the transfer f0 Canadian ports of
a number of old and practically obsolete U. S.
vessels on the same ternis as the Minnie M.,
and the consequent diminution of the demand
for t he building of large, new~ vessels af our
shipyards.

Notices to Marlners.
The Department of Marine, 0Ottawa, has

issued the following notices :
No. i îo. Dec. 7.-Quebcc - Sf. Emelie

back range iighf, sector increased.
No. i ii. Dec. io.-Nova Scotia-î. De-

scription of Brig rock buoy. 2. Brig rock
and Egg island buoys maintained in winter.
3. Mahone bay, spar bnovs placed.

No. 112. Dec. i î.-Ný\ew Brunswick-
Partridge island, change in characteristic of
fog alarm.

No. 113. Dec. 13-Nova Scotia-Grand
Passage iighfhotise. New Brunswick-Qua-
co buoys to be maintained in winter.

No. 114. Dec. î4.-Onfario - Midlaîîd
range iighfs. These ights were put in op3e-
ration for the first fime Nov. 21, 1901.

No. 115. Dec. îq.-Nova Scotia-î. Can-
SO harbor, hydrographiceînotes. 2. Gannef
shoal buoy.

No. 116. Dec. 1.-Brifish Columbia-i.
Lawyer islands lighf. 2. Penphrase passage,
uncharted rock reported. 3. Grassy point,
beacon repiaced in oid position.

No. 117. Dec. 20.-Nova Scotia-Neil
Cove, South Point buoy.

No. 11î8. Dec. 30. British Coitîmbia-1.
Nanaimo, Galiows point, change in posiftion
of beacoîî lighf. 2. Nanainîo harbor, un-
charted rock souf h of Protection isiand. 3.
Dryad point light station, dweiling added.
4. Active pass, periodicitv of fog aiarm. ~
Carmanah, geographicai position of lighf-
house.

No. i. Jan. 13, 1902.-British Columbia-

Victoria liarbor, Brotchyv ledgc description
anid color of beacoîî.

N 0. 2. Jan. 16.-New Brunswick.-2.
Strait of Northumnberlanîd, Cape Tormentine,
tenîporary range liglîts, f og signals, etc. 3.
St rait cf Northîumberland, Jourinmairi island
stîcal,w~interbuoy. 4. Miramichi bay, Huckie-
berry gully, buoy. 5. Mirainiclii bay, V'in
harbor buoys. Newfounidind.-6. Conîcep-
fion bay, western bay point, fog signal and
harbor lighf.

No. 3. Jan. î8.-Britisli Columbia.- 7 .
Vanicouver island, south-east coasf, Sidnlev
channel, Sidney spit beacon rebuilt. 9.
Strait of Georgia, Fraser river, Sturgeoti
bank, beacon rebuilt.

NO. 4. Jan. 20.-New Brunswick.-,,.
Passamaquoddy bay, St. Andrews, beacon
destroyed. 12. Chignecto channel, Ander-
son holiow, lighfhouse destroyed. 13. Nova
Scotia. Northumberland st rait, Cape George,
position of lighfliousc. Prince Edwamd Island.
14. Georgetown harbor, distance bctween
range iights. 15. Gulf of St. Lawrence, Tra-
cadie, back range lighf rc-cmected.

No. 5. Jan. 20.-British Conmbia.-16.
Juan de Fuca strait approach, currents. 17.
Vancouver island, east coast, Sidney, buoys
re-estabiished.

flarltfme Provinces and Newfoundland.

The repairs to the Plant str. Halifax are
report ed f0 have been complet ed at WVilming-
fon, Del., and she will be placed in service
again eariy in Feb.

New machinery is being placed by a St.
John, N.B., firm, ini the Canning, which is to
be placed on the Minas Basin route in place
of the steamer Beaver.

The Newfoundland and Boston Steamship
Co. proposes to establish bi-weekly sailings
from Boston, Mass., f0 St. Johns, Nfld., call-
ing at Halifax, N.S. M. L. Daggett, of Bos-
ton, Mass., is president of the Co.

It is reported at Sydney, N.S., that the
visit of Capt. Farquhar, of Halifax, fo Great
Britain, has fer its object the securing of a
steamer to inaugurate a fast freight and pas-
senger service between Sydney and Halifax.

A large number of schooners are being
built in Newfoundiand for the flshing and
coasting trade. At Placentia one has just
been iaunched, four more are on the stocks af
Peti Forte, and a similar number are being
built af Paradise souind.

The number of vessels rcînaining on the
register at the port of Halifax, N.S., Dec. 31,
1901 , vas 444, with a tonnage Of 20,755. 0f
t hese 61 were steamers having a net tonnage
Of 4,684 tons. Therc were added during the
year ici vessels, wif h a tonnage Of 41o, and
sfruck Off 28 vessels with a tonnîage of 1,277
fons.

B. Trefry, W. C. Balcoîn, R. Burns, E. F.
Sweet, and M. H. Martin, of Hant sport, N.S.,
have been incorporafed under the Dominion
Comýpanies' Act as " The schooner Lord of
Avon Co. (Ltd.)," f0 carry on business as
shipowners. The capital of the Co. is $16,-
000, and the offices of fthe Co. are at Hants-
port, N. S.

The Dominion Govemnment has renewed
the confract wifh the Pickford & Black
Steamship Co. for a steamship service froîxi
Halifax f0 Jamaica. St. John, N.B., shippers
asked that a uine should be subsidized to that
port also. The P. & B. S. Co. has chartered
the str. Dahome f0 replace the Benedict on
the service.

C. Shields, Vice-President and General
Manager of the Dominion Coal Co., states
that the Co. wili start a ship repairing yard af
Glace Bay, N.S., for the repair of the Co.'s
steamers. The Provincial Government will
be asked f0 do some dredging preparatory fa

FEB., 1902.1


