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| ome, if true to its mission, a man plcasing institu.

ion. It was appointed for the proclamation of
ind's saving truth to men. Faith and morals are
mscparably  connccted, and Geod's word has its
message for every relation of human life.  So long
45 ministers confine their attention to abstract or
speculative questions, men generally will, with un.
disturbed equanimity, lct it say its say, much as
Teanyson’s Northern Farmer was in the habit of
doing. Let them but speak boldly as they ought
<»speak about present visible existing cvils, then
those that arc hit arc sure to cry out and be very
artuously indignant about the abuscs of the pulpit.
vne thing is periectly cvident these days, and that
i that those to whom wrong-doing has been clearly
trought home desire nothing better than that the pul-
pit should remain silent concerning the wide-spread
corruption that has admittedly infected Canadian
political life. Is 1t merely that exposure makes
them feel uncomfortable, or is there a latent desire
for a continuance of opportunity for pursuing the
courses by which the public chest is plundered and
the public conscience benumbed ?

Many of the prominent occupants of the Pres.

‘ byterian pulpit, irrespective of their: individuai po-

litical leanings, have felt it to be their duty to en-
ter an earnest protest against flagrant public im-
morality. As a proof that their merited rebukes
have gone home, we had a vchement attack on
Protestant ministers last week from no less a per-
sonage than the Sccretary of State. Unfortunately
for his contention he asserted too much. One rea

son he gave why ministers should be silent on the
matter of the scandals was that they had not recad the
evidence. In view of the facts this is simply a mon.
strous assumption. All theleading journals on both
sides of politics gave detailed reports from day to
day as the evidence was educed. The addresses of
counsel before the committees, thc reports pre-
sented to Parliament and the able debates thercon
were read by all who desire an intelligent acquaint-
ance with current affairs, and especially those re-
iating to the principal interests of the country. To
asstme that ministers rushed to conclusions without
taking the evidence into account s, to say the lcast,
not very complimentary to a weli-educated class of
men. Who that know anything about ti. habits
of the average minister will be prepared to accept
the sweeping assertion of the Secretary of State ?

He was, if possible, more unfortunate in the
parallel he sought to institute between the action of
the Protestant ministry a«d the Roman Cathulic
priesthood. He claimed it as a meritorious act of
his that he had gone to Rome to beseech the Pope
to prohibit priestly interference in election contests
in his native province. Interference ir elections
whether by Pope, priest or parson, is an indefen-
sible thing, one that noclergyman who realizes the ob-
ligations of his sacred office would seek to be charge-
able with, but this a few years ago was what many
Roman Catholic authorities in Quebec Province
were in the habit of doing. It was no uncommon
thing for the priest from the altar to tell the faith-
ful for whom they were to vote, and to threaten
them with the direst spiritual pains and penalties
if they disrersarded the priestly monitions. It was
high time tv end this state of matters and to in-
sist on a more scemly attitude in relation to ordi-
nary political contests. There is, however, no par-
allel between ministers denouncing public dishon-
esty and priests in the interest of an individual poli-
tician launching the thunders of the Church against
those of their flocks who were disposed to favour
his opponent. it will be time enough to muzzle
Protestant ministers when they incur the odium of
perverting their office to the worst possible forms
of political partisanship.

The Presbytery of Montreal promptly took up
the challenge so recklessly thrown out by the Sec-
retary of State, and have answered it in just such
a manner as free cititzens and stalwart Presbyter-
ians might be expected to answer it. At a Pres.
byterial Conference Rev. A. J. Mowartt, of Erskine
Church, read a paper of exceptional ability on
“The Pulpit in Relation to prevailing Evils.” Tt
was a powerful plea for the “lilerty of prophesy-
ing,” and marked by the manly force and pithy ex-
pression  which characterize his public utterances.
The ground he took, that the pulpit should give
the people faithful warning against prevailing forms
of iniquity, will commend itself to the general con.
science. The spirited discussicn—if discussion is a
permissible term where entire unanimity prevailed
—that followed indicates a healthy state of feeling,
and an earnest desire that as a people we should
be done with the mode of doing things that bring
disgrace on Canadian public life. Dr. Campbell, Mr.
R. Stanley Weir, Mr, Walter Paul, Rev. James
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Fleck, Principal MacVicar and Professor Scrimger
all spoke cmphatically on the immedi o need of
insisting upon a higher standard of public life
than that vnder which an undisguised smmorality
can flourish. As an indication of the tonc of the
Conference the following resolution, passed unani-
mously, may be taken :—

In view of the great public evils prevalent in onr conn-
try, the Preshytery sees great cause for alarm and buiba-
tion before God, and resolves to expres: its abb -tence of
the political carruption which has been revealed hy . «cent ia-
vestigations, and its dissatisfaction with the failute of Par-
liament to deal adequately with them 1o the pumishment of
the gudty, and, therefore, calls upon the people to xpress
their condemnation at the eacliest oppartanity at the polls.

THE METHODIST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL.

HE tendencies of the time, and by these the
Christian Church does not remain unirflu-
enced, is tuwards larger unity, greater concentra
tion. Many indicatz a desire for the corporate
union of all sections of the Protestant Church.
Whether that is attainable or not cannot now be
determined. Before it is possible many things
must be changed. At all cvents at piesent an
inclusive union in Protestant denominations is to
all appearances a great way off. The union of the
separate Churches embracing the same theological
beliefs and ecclesiastical polity i~ not now so dif-
ficult or imprabable a thing as it appeured a few
years ago. No intclligent reader of Church his-
tory may be prepared to say that all the divi-
sions cxisting among Presbyterians, Methodists or
Baptists were unnccessary or culpable when they
first arose. They have been the occasion of giving
emphatic tcstimony to rertain aspects of religious
truth in danger of being obscured or virtually
denied. The existence of these separate branches
of the same Church have secured for various impor-
tant principles a due recognition. That there is the
same reason now for the continuance in their separate
fooms of these various branches of the same
Chu-ches, many will now be unable to afirm It
has also to be borne in mind that different denom-
inations have not originated solely in a pure luve of
truth. Human ambitions and human weaknesses
have had an influence in their formation. The pre-
vailing tendency now, however, 1s for union, not
separation.

There can be no doubt that the Alliance of the
Reformed Churches has quickened the desire for
union in all sections of the Presbyterian Church.
Neither is there any doubt that it «ill in the future
become still more influential in bringing about a
fuller union among all the Churches that accep:
the Westminster Confession as their symbolic
standard The same thing may be afficmed of the
Methodist Ecumenical Council now aittiag in Wash-
ington, This is the second of these Councils, the
first having assenibled in London ten years ago.
It has been the means of visibly fostering the spirit
of union in the various branches of the Methodist
Church throughout the world. In Canada since
the meeting of the first council the different
sections of Methodism have been merged into one
compact, powerful and united Church, and there 'z
no doubt that the present Council will give an
impetus to the movement for a union of thc Metho-
dist Churches throughout the world.

The proceedings « the Washington Council
will be followed with great interest by evangehcal
Christians generally, Denominational iaterests, as
is to be expected, will have a prominent place
assigne. them, but from the programme of the
ten days’ session it is evident that thereis a desire
to consider fully the great questions of general pub-
lic interest, such as the essential unity -..d genuine
catholicity of the Christian Church ; the relations
of the Church to scientific thought; the various
agencies of the Church; religious traviing and
university education; the Church and public mor-
ality , the Christian resources of the new and the old
world , the relations of the Church to Temperance.
The principal .ucialogical questions will also come
up for discussion, so that the attitude of the
Methodist Church on these matters of paramount
practical interest will be keenly followed.

The freedom of inte-course, now yearly extend-
ing between the European and American continents,
and larzely helped by these Gieat Conferences, will
bind more closely the religious life of both hemi-
spheres, and it is hoped will deepen the love that
ought to exist among all who profess the same
common Christianity. These large interchanges
ought also to quicken Christian zeal and develop
practical effort for the accomplishmert of the work
with which the Church universal is entrusted, to
preach the Gospel to all nations,

649
t500ks and Magazines.

Rapvioon  (New Vak  Babybood Palduhing Co) A nom
ber of short papers of great practical value to mathere will be found
in the Qcto.cr aumber of Balylond

Tur Labigy Houg JovrNar  (Philadelphia s The Cuartis
Publish.ng Co.) eontinnes to hold worthily the high place it bas
made {or itsell.  The October unmber precents maoy ard varied ate
tractions, and gives much valuable and oseful information for its
aver-widening circle of readers,

Tag Reticiovs RRVIEW oF Revikws, (London and New
Yotk : Intemational News Co)—The plan of this menthly 1s com
prehensive.  Ail that 1s of pyominence 10 the 1euRivas wortd fds
YECORMI 110 1ts pages. o uisireatment it appears to be eminently
fmr.  An interestiag department and one that conld prefiably bear
xpansion is that devoted to the foreigr religious teviews.

Tz ANGIO.FRNIAN and other poems. By Hithert Newton,
D.D.. Vicar of St Michaele, Scuthwatk. (Lorden: Kensit,
Patetnosier Row.j—Di. Newton 13 an evangehical Church of Eng.
land clergyman,  He presents his views, and ihey are strong, in
\erse vaficauoo. e hates nitualism and Rumanism in every form,
and 1t is evident he has no love for Gladstone and Home Rule.

THE SILEREAL MEsarn.RR. (Notthfield, Mina. . W. ., Payne.)
—Fut all interested in the srudy of the sublime «cience of astronomy
this monthly magazine, ably edited by Mr Payae, dirzctor of Goodsell
Observatory, Carslton College, will be found of great service. In
addition to valuable papers beanng on general aspects of avtonomi-
cal scieace, there are most useful details of curtent celestial phe-
nomena, which will be greany prized by the practical astrodomer.

THE OLD AND NEW TesTAMENT StvnENT.  (Hastford, Conn.:
The student Publishing Co.)—The more nutewurthy papers in the
October number of this h~lptul and sugy suve monthiy are: ** The
Moders jew and the Synagugue,” s..ond paper, by Prolessor
Davies, of Havestordwest, Wales; ** The Secif-Cousciousness of
Jesus in its Relauton to the Mesnianic Hope,” the nist of a sesies
by Rer Albert W. Huchcock, Beilin, ** The Bible in Eaghsh
Life and Letters,” by Rev. J. T. McCiure, D.D., and ** The Ead
of the World,” by Rev. Benjamin Wisner Bacon. [Dies. Harper
and Goodspeed continue their studies 1n ** The Gospel of John."

Book News (Philadelphia) for October has for frontispi ce a
portrait of Sara Jeannette Duncan, author of ** An American Gitl
im Tondon” and *A Scaal Departure " This Canadian literary
lady, now Mrs. C, E. Cotes, tesides in Calcutta, India, where her
hushand has a Goveroment appointment. No hint is given of her
futute litrrary work, but among the thiogs likely to bappen wa
can at least hope that she will touch with her pen mote of her ex-
periences of ufe and travel, and ccovert them into a book as read-
able as her earlier ventutes. Another au.hor’s pictare published
here fur the first ume 13 o1 Mr. A. T. Q. Couch, known to readers on
both sides the ocean as * Q"  book New. has always pictures from
the new bouks, supnlemenied tu the descriptive price hist, nuuces and
reviews,

Tae Riview o Reviews, (New York. Astor Place.)—Al-
ready this gicat monthly is a mooument to the energy, enterprie
and firm purpess of its founder, Mr. W, T. Stead. There is now
an Enghsh and Amernican edition published simuliancously. The
October number, 1n addition to the usual features, i< chiefly notice-
able for th - space it devotes to the Methodist Eciimenical Council,
LOw 10 sessi0n 1n Washington, and to iateresting contnibutions gelat-
ing to James Russall Lowell. Mr. Stead has a vivacious and very
fnteresung paper on Mr. Hugh Fuce Hughes, the most distinctive
exponet.. of present day Methodism. It bas the characteristic in-
sight, clear grasp and enthusiasm characteristic of {2+ furmer editor
of the Fall Mall Gaseste. Portraits of men and pictorial illustra
tions of events of timely prominence are highly appreciated features
of this montbly, The value of this publication to busy readess,
who desire to obtain an intelligent view of current thought and
action, is visible at a giance.

THE TREASURY FOR PASTOR AND Pzorrx. (New York : E,
8. Treat.)—The October issue is full of excellent, timely sermans
and articles wel! adapted to aid pastorsand others in their work, ke
portrat of Dr. Cobrad, of Worcester, Mass., with a view of his
charch, form the ailusitations, His sermon and a sketch of his life
will amply repay perusal. Two full sermons fur Thanksgiving ser-
vices arc given, and in the Living lssue department ** The One
Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Cbarch ™ is discussed with great ability by
Professor J. Heron, D.D., of the Presbyterian College, Belfast, 1re-
land. There aie nine sermons in thei: Leading Thoughts, by emi.
nent preachers in vanous lands. Dr. T. L. Cuyler sketches Rev.
Charles G. Fiuney in bis own inimitable way, Ab excellent article
on *Old Te:. ro,at Taspiration’ aod one on ** The Science of
Preaching,” uy Archdeacon Farrar, are worthy of careful reading,
as aiso ¢ Equipment for Chrisuan Work,” by Rev. 1. E. Denton,
¢ The Annual Roll Call,” by Rev. . W, Waddell, and ** Old Age,”
by Oliver Wendell Holmes. The standing of this magazine 1s ~lways
an elevated one.

THe AReNA. (Buston: The Arena Publishing Co.) —There are
a number of poteworthy zapers in tae 4rena for Ociober, which
magazine readers will appreciate, Such for example «s Dr. George
Stewart’s paper on ** V.owell.” It iscritical yet very entertaining ;
a fine portrait of Mr. Lowell taken from the last photograph of the
great poet torms a frontispicce of this number. Mr. Henry Wood
writes on ** Healing through the Mind.” Hamlin Garland con-
tnbutes a bruihant and entertaining paper on ¢ Mr. and Mry, [ames
A. Heme.” This paper is uilustrated by ten fiacly-executed photo-
gravures. Theudute Siation discusses ** Some Weak Spots i the
French Republic.” Mouncure D. Cunway winies on ** Madame
Blavaisky at Alyar.” Thaddess B. Wakeman defends Nauonal-
ism. H. C. Bradsby discusses our present political outlook undes the
caption, *¢ Leaderless Mobs.”” Will Allen Dromgoole furnishes the
story of the month, which is entitled “* A Graio of Gold.” The edi-
tor contributes two strong editorials, one dealing with our present
social conditions, ths other discusses religious persscution. The
contents of this issue of the 4rena are as usual marked by varnety 1
subjects, waile all the papers given are able, entertuning and 1
touch with the living thought of the hoar.



