
c.,mc if truc to itq mission, a man plcaisig institu.
li; jij It 'vas ippointcd for thc proclamation of
ii r;M's saving truth ta men. Faith and morais arc
4- 1nscarably connectcd, and God's word lias its
U-t rjesgc for cvcry relation of human liue. So long
' l as ministers confine thecir attention ta abstract or

ý,h speculativc questions, men gcncrally svill, with un.
Mh di,-turbed equaflimit>', let it say its sa>', much as
lç Te<ioysan's Narthcrn Farmcr was in the habit oi

d). doing. Let thocm but speak, boldly as thcy ought
. peak about precrint visible emisting evili, thon

taic that arc bit arc sure ta cry out and be ver>'
irtuou.,Iy indignant about thc abuses of thc pulpit.

o~ ne thing is pctzectly cvident these days, asnd that
it j,; that those to wvbom wrong.doing bias been clearly
1î brought home desire notbing bettcr than that the pul.
te pi should remain sulent concrrning the wide-spread
IV. corruption that hias admittcdly inf'ýcted Catiadian

p. olitical liue. Is it merely that exposure makcs
t hcm (ccl uncoiortable. or is there a latent desire

a~i for a continuance of opportunity for pursuiniz the
.~courses by wbich the public chest is plundered and

the public conscience bcnumbed?
14 Mariy of the prominent occupants of the Pres.

M by-terian pulpit, irrespective of their' individuai po-
a litical leanings, have feIt it to bc thcir dut>' to tni-
n. ter an earnest protest against flagrant public im-
il morality. As a proof that their meritcd rebukos
e have gone home, wvc liad a vehement attack, on
M Protestant ministers iast wveck from no lcss a per-
is sonage than the Secretary of State. Unfortunately
1. for his contention hie asserted too much. One ree
il son bie gave why ministers should bc silent on the
lt catter of the scandais %vas that they liad not rcad the

ý1 evidcnce. In viev af the fact-s this is siniply a mon -
it strous assumrption. Ail the Icadinig journaks on both

Î> sides or politics gave dctailed reports froni day ta
1 day as the evidence was educed. The addresses of
î counsel before the committees, the reports pre-
r sented ta Parliament and the able debates thereon

were read by ail wvho dcsirc an intelligent acquaint-
ance with current afTairs, and especially those re-
iating ta the principal interests af the country. To

t assî'me that ministers rushed ta conclusions witholit
taking the evidence isnta account -s, ta say the kcast,
not very complimcntary ta a %vel[-educated class ai
men. WVho that knowv anytbing about tw. habits
of the average minister will be prepared ta accept
the sveeping assertion af the Secretary of State ?

H1e wvas, if possible, more unfortunate in the
parallel bie soughit ta institute beLween the action ai
the Protestant minitry a-id tbe Roman CathUiic
priesthood. H1e claimcd it as a meritoriaus act af
bis that hie badi gone ta Rame ta beseech the Pope
to probibit priesti>' interierence in election contests
un his native province. Interference ir' elections;
whether by Pope, priest or parson, is an indefen-
sible tbing, anc that no clergyman wba realizes the ob-
ligations ai bis sacred office wauld seek ta bc charge-
able witb, but this a feiv years ago wvas w"hat many
Roman Catholic autharities in Quebec Province
wverc in the habit af doing. It was na uncammon
thing for the priest irom the altar ta tell the faith-
fui for wvhom they were ta vote, and ta threaten
them with the direst spiritual pains and penalties
if they disrerarded the priestly monitions. It wvas
high timne ti end this state cof matters and ta in-
sist on a mare seemnly attitude in relation ta ordi-
nary palitical cantests. There is, bawever, no par-
allel betiveen mninisters denauncing public dishon-
esty and priests in the interest ai an individual poli-
tician launching the thunders of the Church against
those ai their flocks who were disposed ta favour
bis opponent. it wvill be time enough ta muzzle
Protestant ministers when they incur the od;um ai
perverting their office ta the worst passible iorms
of politîcal partisanship.

The Presbytery ai Mantreal pramptly took up
the challenge sa recklessly thrown out by the Sec-
retary ai State, and bave answered it in just such
a manner as free cititzens and stalwart Presbyter-
uans might be expected ta answer it. At a Pres.
byterial Conference Rev. A. J. Mawatt, ai Erskine
Churcb, read a paper ai exceptianal, ability an
"The Puipit in Relation ta prevailing Evils." IL
was a poweriul plea for the 1«lii.erry af prophesy-
ing," and mnarked by the manly farce and pithy ex-
pression which characterize bis public utterances.
The ground hie toak, that the paipit should give
the people faithiol warning against prevailing forais
of iniquity, will cammend itself ta th<u general cou-
science. The spirited discussiGn--if discussion is a
permissible terai where entire unaïîimity ?)revailed
-that follawed indicate.s a healthy state ai feeling,
and an earnest desire that as a peaple we should
be donc with the mode ai daing things that.bring
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rîceck, Principal ?lacl*icar and Profesçor Sc-rimger
aIl "pke cmphatically on the immedi c necd af
insisting upon a Iiigbor standard of public lueé
than that etiedr which an undisguiscd immaralit>'
cani flourish. As an indication of the tone ai the
Conférence thc iollotving resolution, passcd unani-
mousty, may hc taken :

In view of the great public evils prevalent in our co'in-

îry, the Presbyîcry secs great caust for alarm and b'u .ila-
tion before Gad, and resaives ta exprcs: is abb -tence of
the political corruption which has been reveated hy . sent Li-
vestigationi, and its dissatisfaction wtlh the failure oi l'ar-
liamnent ta deal adequatcly with îhem in the puaîshmeat of
the gutlîy, antd, therefore, cails upün the people te .zxpress
tbei r condemrnation aithe e arliest opport.aay ai te pn'!!.

THLE MB THODIS2' ECUMýIENICA IL CV ( 'NCIL.

THE tendiencies af the time, and by these the
Christian Church does not remain unir.flu.

enccd, is t(,%ards larger unit>', greater concentra
tian. Mlany indicate a desire for the corporate
union of ail sections ai the Protestant Chiurch.
WVLther that is attainable or not cannot now be
determined. Mer it is possible man>' things
must bc changed. At ail events at pi osent an
inclusive union in Prote3;tant denaminations is ta
aIl appearances a great wvay off. The union of the
senarate Churches embracing the same theological
belicis arnd ecclesiastical pnity i'ý not flaw sa dit-
ficul! or improbable a thing a% ft appea.rcd a few
years aga. No intelligent reader afi Church his-
tory may bc prcparcd ta say that ail the divi-
sions existing among Presbyterians, Nlcthodists ar
Biptists were unnecessary or culpable w.hen thcy
flrst arase. The>' have been the occasion ai givîng
empliatic tc.tirnany ta rertain aspects ai religuous
truth in danger ai being obscured or virtually
denied. The existence ai these separate brarches
ai the same Church have secured for variaus impor-
tant principles a due recognition. That there is the
same reasan naw for the cantinuance in their separate
faims ai thiese various branches ai the same
Churches, many wîll nav bc unable ta affirm It
bas also ta bc borne in minc that différent denam-
mnations have flot originatcd solely in a pure luve ai
truth. Human ambitions and human weaknesses
have ha--- au influence in their formation. The pre-
vailing tendency naw, howerver, is for union, nat
separation.

There cati bc no doubt that the Alliance ai the
Reformed Churche;s bas quickened the desîre for
union i-1 aIl sections ai the Presbyterian Cbvrch.
Neither is there an % doubt that it -.,11l in the futu~re
become stili mare influential in bringng aboit a
fuiler union among aIl the Churches that accepi.
the Westminster Confession as their syrrabolic
standard The same thing ruay be afficmed ai the
Methodist Ecumenical Council nov jittiag in Wa±!b-
ingtan. Tbis is the second ai these Councils, the
irst having assenibled in London ten years ago.
It bas been the means ai visibly fastering the spirit
af unian in the variaus branches ai the Mlethodist
Churrch tbrougbout the warld. In Canada since
the meeting ai the first caunicil the different
sections ai Methodisai bave been merged inta anc
compact, powerful and united Cburcb, and there*-
no doubt that the presenit Cauncil will give an
impetus ta the movement for a union ai thýc Metha-
dist Churches tbroughout the world.

The proceedings - the Washington Council
will be followed with great interest by evangelical
Christians generally. Denaniinational iaiterests, as
is ta bs expected, will bave a praminent place
assigne. theai, but from the programme ai the
ten days' session it is evident that there is a desire
ta cansider Iully the great questions ai general pub-
lic interest, such as the essential unity -. .d genuine
catholicity ai the Christian Cburcb; the relations
ai the Cburch ta scientiflc tbought;, tht variaus
agencies ai the Cb'îrch; religiaus trwj .ing and
university education ; the Cburcb and public mor-
ality , the Chriàtian resources ai the new and the aId
world , the relations ai the Church ta Temperance.
The principal ... cialogical questions will also came
up for discussion, so that the attitude ai the
Metbadist Cburch an these matters ai paramounit
practical interest will be keenly fallawed.

The ireedom ai inte-caurse, nov yearly extend-
ing betwveen the European and American continents,
and largely belped by these Gieat Canierence, ill
bind more closely the religious lufe of bath hem--
spberes, and it is hoped will deepen the love that
aught ta exist among al who profess the same
common Christianity. These large interchanges
ougbt also ta quicken Christian zeal and develap
practical effort for the accomplishmer.t ai the wark
with ;vbich the Church universal is entrusted, ta
preach the Gospel tai aIl nations.
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10Qhs anb (UDagaf3tflese
flAPVu110rP (New V rk tibybb l lsigC., ) A num

ber oi %hart psçp'r' oi gresai ruacuiil vihîp in m.iheri will be found
in ihp .Octoiçr nortîberni si.i

Tas:LAtmî.»lli4 tJfIVRrN'i l hldiha The Ctlru.a
PaIblih.r'g Co) enninites tn hIi l wîuhly the bigha place i hivq
made fr itseli. Thei October illimbkyrFfprtnî maay lard vstiri ai-
liactions, and givdam'îmieh vitlualle and ltefcul infotmattion f.)i il&
-ver.wrdenng dciffe of readerx.

T.119 -ts Ni i" ta% î.w -.'F Rgaitus'..iLon-lonmad New
loris.Iniernaiorr.ai Lews Ln -The planoli iis ,'onthlyet s 
prehiensive. Ailt aata% ue'l plEminrnce ini the iciigu...seil .,d Ndt
recogaît, i un sis pages. In tus reaimeal si appearx to b0e rnnenilj

fitî. An îaereiii.ig dcj'srumeaî an.] one that coul'I pr.'i,îably bear
-%parisien is uhat devotid ta the foreigr. religanult îeviews.

Tii. AN..io.l'KiIA4and other Mom%. Iliy Ii'lhert Newton,
D.D.. Vies- of Si. Michaelc, Scuthwask. (Loidon: Kenait,
Pa: Cîrtster Rowj-Dî. Nextenas aua evangelicxl Chuicci Eng-
lad clergyman. lie presCara btas V.C*wp. andi îhey Are stinng, in
terse veboiflcuion. lie haies saîuaiasm andi R.manism tr every lftrn,
and il as evident he bas nlove loortIAdstene and flomse Rule.

Tatit SitajkRF.^L MstN.R (N,,tibticll, Mann. . W. ... I'ayn.)
-Fur a&Il in'erested un th-. study ai the suhiamre icieace ni aatrononiy
ihis monthly amagazine, ably ed.ttJ l'y %filPayne, dit.cer &f Gootiscli
Observatory, Caton Coliege, wi!l bce lnund ci gteat service. 1a
addition to valuable papa-ca baring on generi]a%,asects ofa mioaomi-
cal scence, thete are most uaidai details of cuitent celeti'al phe-
namena, wbtcb taitbc gieatuy prtreti by the practea astgoiomer.

Tits OLI) AiD Nrv TESab T,%. IV iitT. (Ilatord, Con.:
The Student 'ublishing Co.) -Thie mute notewort hy papers ianithe
October nuniber otl ibis h-Iplui andi sagg--,aîuve monuhiy aie ;"I The
Modlern jcw pt the Synagogue, s-. oad papr by Prolestot
Davis. o, ai hvet,rdwest, Wales ;,- 'nire Sci-Consctoazsucss ai
Jeutaiit s Relation t0 the Mcasionat li.)pe," thie n,%t oi a sies
by Rev Albert W. l-lîchcoctc, lJ:dits , *1Thie Bible un Englisb
Ltfe aad Letters," by Rev. J. T. M.flCiure, D.D., aad Il The Endi
ai the W~or'a," by Rev. Benjamin Wta-,er flacon. lits. Harper
and Goodspeeti continu-! tbctr studies un I"The Goa.pel of John."

Boot NgKWs (l>bladelpbta) for October has for froatlspu ce a
portait of Sara jeannette Duncan, author ofIl An American Girl
in" ondon andi -A S.cial Departure " Thib Canadian literary
lady, now Mis. C. E. Cotes, rcsides in Calcutta, Indus, wbere ber
husbanti bas a Go"ernment appoantiment. No hiat is given af ber
future liprary wuik, but among the things likely ta happen vra
ea ait Iast hope tbat she will touch i wtb ber Vert more oi ber es-
periences ai aile andi travel, andi c ravert then itt a bjook as reati.
able as her eatlier ventures. Anoîher au.hor's pact.îre puihuîsbed
bere: fur te tail ime a or Mr. A. T. Q. Cauch, knawa ta readers on
both sîdes the ocean as ".' . h f Ne- bas aiways pîctures iromn
the acw boulas, s.pPlCeeaed a. tihe desctiptive pelLe list, nuttces andi
revie ws.

Titz Rclîtý% Ok ei~ (New %,rk . Astor Place.)-AI-
rcady iisag.eat usonthly is a mnument ta the energy, enterpi.e
and tissu purpose oi ils fourader, Mr. W.'T. Steati. There is 00w
an Engltsb andi Amerîcan edlitmon publîshed simuhaneously. The
Octaber number, ia addition ta te uual (catnnes, ir chîefly notice.
able for tit space i devoies t thie NMethodist Ec'îmenical Couacil,
.ow ta session ta WashinRton, andt t interestiag contributons relat-
îng to James Ra.s-ll Lowell. Mr. >tead has a vivacous and very
lnteresting pape: on Mr. llugb place Hughes, thie mosi distinctive
exponte_. f ptesent day 'Meibodism. It bas tbe cbaracteri3tic ia-
sight, clear grasp andi enthusiasin characteristieci ,f à- former editor
ai the Fail ilfail Gazette. Portraits of mcn andi piztorial illustra
tions ai evenîs of timety prami-neace are bîigbly appreciated icfatures
ai tbis monthly. The value ai ibis publication to busy readers,
who desire ta obtain an intelligent vacw ai current îbougbî and
action, is visible ai a giance.

TuaE TRgASURY FOR PASTOR AND PROPLZ. (New York . E.
S. Trcat.)-The October issue as fuît oi excettent, tîrncty sermonals
and articles wel! adaptedt t aid pastors and otheri an their work. ' te
pottraut ai Dr. Conrad, of Worcester, Mass., wttfl a view ai bis
church t in imtheie tustation. His sermon and a sketch ai bis fle
çvtll amply repay perusal. Two full sermuns fut Thaaksgiving ser-
vices are given. andi in the Living Issue depariment IlThe One
Holy, Catbolic, Apostulic Cbrc's " is discusscd witih great ability by
Proiessor J. Heron, D.D., ai thie Prcsbyteriaa College, Belfast, ire.
landi. There aic aine sermons ia thei. Leading Tboughîs, by cti-
tient preachers in vasious lands. Dr. T. L. Cuylcr sketches Rev.
Charles G. Finopy in bis ovin inimitable way. An excellent article
on " Old Tcý:* ù,,nt IJnjpiration" anti onc on "The Science ai
Preachtng," uy Archdeacon I-arrar, are worthy ai carefuit eadîng,

asos ' Equipment furi Chtistan Work," by Rev. 1. E. Licton,
Il Thie Annual Rail Cal," by Rev. 1. W. Waddell, and Il"Olti Age,'
by Oliver Wendell Holmes. The standing o! ibis magizine is -'ways
an elevacd one.

TuE AREN.i. (Boston ; Thie Arena Publisbîag Co.)>-Tbcre are
a number of aotewurtby ~;.sin Lise Apena for Octobel, wbicb
magazine rentiers will appreciate. Sncb for example às Dr. George
Stcwart's paper on Il.oel."It la citical yet very eaîertaining -,
a fiac portrait oi Mr. Lowell taken from the last pbotograpb of the
great poeti orms a froatispîcce of this number. Mr. Henry WVood
writes an Il Healing thruugb the Mind."' Hamlin Garland con-
ttibutes a brailant and entuttaining paper on -*Mr. andi Mrâ. lattes
A. Herne."' This papen a tlu3trated by ten fincly-executcd photo-
gravures3. Theudore Staion ta dscusses -' oune Weak Spots inthre
Frenchi Renubliac.'Muncurs; D. Goaway wriles an - Madame
Blavatsky at A lyar." Thatideus B. WVakemsa defeatis National-
usm. H. C. Bradsby discusses our preseat politîcal outlook u.nder the
caption, Il Leaderless Mobs." WVill Allen Dronigoale furnislies tbe
stary ai thse montb, wbich la entitîctiI<'A Grain of Golt." The edi.
tor contibutes two strong editorials, ane dealing witb aur prescrit
social conditions, thc other discusses religions persecution. Tlec
contents af ibis asisve of the .Aremra arc as usual markcd by variety in
subjecîs, s.àiiic aIl the papers givea are able, entestalang and ta
toucha with the living thought of thse boni.


