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* A SACRED CiTy.

——

The “sacred,” or rather loathsome, city of Benares lies on
the north side of the Ganges, at a place where the bank slopes
high above the stream and bends crescent-shaped to the north,
Wide flights of stairs or ghats lead down to the brink, and
succeed each other in rapid succession for a mile or so all
atong the river-bank. These lead to temples or to the huge
caravanserais which have been built by the various rajas of
India, and which are the lodging-houses of the pilgrims who
come from the raja’s domimons. The river-bank, high natur.
ally for the Ganges, has been made higher by the ruins of cen.
turies, which have served for the foundations of the modern
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men girt with the ends of their saris—plunged forward in the
water and threw up the soles of their feet to the surfece, or
ducked down in the water.  All made a point of drinking the
water. Young children squirmed and screamed as they were
ducked by fond parents ; the boys shouted and leapt from a
height into the water. The religious rite was great fun to
them.  All along the banks, priests at the receipt of custom,
sat on wooden platforms, under great umbrellas made of
reed matting, ready to paint the sacred marks on the foreheads
of pilgrims who had bathed. Some ghats are reserved tor
high-caste people, and there Hindu ladies and gentlemen are
seen bathing in the same way, and vigorously drinking the
water.

Three great spaces on the river-brink are used as crema-

something about the loathgsome arcana of Hindu religion ; but
1 did think that when I had privately warned the guide to keep
us away from the worst, things would not have been so bad as
they were, Our guide, a Moslem, obeyed gladly ; but it was
impossible to take six steps in that brutal, lustful place without
being confronted with the most obscene symbols. The priests,
sometimes repulsive-looking, at other times grave, noble-look-
ing men, came round us, begging and inviting us to look now
at this, now at that shrine. The streets were the narrowest of
narrow lanes. Cows and dogs, monkeys and donkeys, all
sacred wandered about, and added their share to the filth and
to the smells of the place, We finished the day with the cow
and the monkey temples. The former, which we entered,isa
square, covered court, with the shrines in the middle, painted
ted. Itis ahuge byre without the stalls. The worshippers
—men atid women—iwhen they entered, kissed the filthy thres-

buildings.
which is common to all Hindu rehgious places, and which

The whole place has that general leok of disrepair

tion grounds. We saw the process in all its stages—the body
lying on the bank, wrapped tightly in white or red cloth, while

hold, then touched it with their foreheads, then bowed thrice
to the shrine, then touched the tail and head of a cow and
touched their foreheads with their fingers, and finally bowed
to the brutes wandering about inside, while the priests sat ser-

arises from the selfishness of pagan devotion.  [tis an act of
merit to build a temple or caravanserai ; but when these are
once built, the succeedinyg generations prefer to win merit for
themselves by buildipg new temples to increasing the merits
of others by keeping the old buildings from tumbling into ruins.
The river has undermined the bank occasionally, and brought
down the buildings standing near. Two large ghats have sunk
and houses and temples on the high bank above have either
disappeared bodily, or are represented by heaps of rubbish, or
stand with huge cracks in the walls. At other places huge
basements of pillars are seen, almost and wholly submerged.
Ont wishes that, if the people were only sately out of it, the
Ganges would make up its mind to it, and with one good
“spate” sweep the whole abominable thing away bodily.

We got a boat, and went slowly along the river-bank a
few yards from the water's edge. At the foot of each ghat
wooden landing-stages stretched out into the river, supported
on bamboo scaffolding ; and from these, or from the lowest
steps of the long staircases, the crowds of worshippers were
bathing. Some took water «n the hollow of the hand and threw .
it lightly on forehead, hair and breast, repeating, the sacred |
formuky as they did so. Others were washing their clothes.
Others, almost naked—-the men with waistband only, the wo-. .

the pyre was building ; oblong pyres of wood in flames, the
head of the corpse barely visible ; men raking ‘the ashes of
wood and human remains into the river. Most people are-too
poor to pay for wood cnough to burn the body thoroughly ;
the poorest cannot afford to buy more than will only lightly
scorch the corpse. In these cases the remains, slightly char.
red, are thrown into the stream. The set of the current cen-
tinually carries these back to the side of the river. We saw
at three different places a partially burnt human head fioating
where the people were bathing and drinking. The whole thing
was so repulsive to me that I would gladly have thrust out
into the middle of the river and got out of the neighbourhood;
we had begun, however, and had to go through with it,

On our return voyage we floated down in mid-stream, and
saw the distant effect of houses, temples and palaces crowded
together from river-bank to sky-line. Hindu architecture re-
pels me, and it did so especially at Benares. The meanest

ene above the filth and votive-offerings.

Crowds of women, mostly prostitutes, thronged the streets
or appeared on the house-tops ; old creatures, men and women
who had come to Benares to die, sat in corners, or crept and
crawled close to the wall ; and at every yard or so little niches
were cul into the walls to hold obscene emblems. [ bad read
about all this. It is easy to read about it; to see it was so
utterly loathsome that it made me quite sick. Yet, as I have®
said, we did not see the worst. ‘This was the “ sacred city ”
of Benares, this Gomorrah, where Satan's seat is. .

The monkey-temple, to which I went somewhat unwillinf-
ly, was the cleanest and least objectionable. Near it is an
ancient tamarind tree, within whose hollow trunk the sacred

: monkeys bring forth and nurse their young when notdislodged

by cobras. The place swarms with these hideous brutes,
which, luckily, have a salutary dread of a white face. The
temple is small ; but before it is a huge tank, in which the
worshippers bathe, while the monkeys look on.

Benares, as we saw it, was not so bad as Corinth was in

Moslem mosque is to my mind a more beautiful building than | St. Paul's days. The religions of Greece and Rome, when

the costliest Hindu temple ; and I confess that as my eyes
wandered down the sky outline they rested somewhat complac-
entiy on the slender minarets of the mosque of Aurungzeb,
trampling Hindu temples beneath it.

We landed and went to see the city. 1 had read and koew

stripped of all glamour, had sides as hideous as the darker
recesses of Benares into which we did not penetrate. Yet
Christianity conquered Rome in three centuries , and we have

been at work in Hindustan scarcely a third part of the time.

Praise be to Him, who from the mire, through patiént length of days,
Elaborated into life a people to kis praise.
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principle that electricity is life, our apglixmccs are brought di
the discased part.  They act as perfect a

removing all ampurities from the body. Discases are successful
ence, 18 our gouds can be applied at home.

READ OUR HOME REFERENCES:
Henry Conway, 44 Centre Stroct, cured of intermittent fever in ten days; one
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T ABSORBENT QUALITIES.

A NEW LEASE OF LIFE—CURED WITHOUT MEDICINE.
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MENDELSSOHN » PIANO , COMPANY,

E "i»For Liver Disorders

1 line hreome convineed that Aver's Pills are the best,
renere my ihous attachs i i short time, and 1 am sure my systan 1otains its
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ruction, beauty of finish, casy and <ympathetic touch, fineness and pure
of tone.
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the Stomach and Bowels, prompt. velief and cure are afloraed

by the use of Ayer’s Cathartic Pills,  ‘They easily correct slight derangements of these
organs, and are of incaleutable benefit in chironie cases,

1 have been using Ayer's Pills, in oy family, far over three yearscand tind in
them an effective vamedy for Constipation and

ndigestion, . We are never without
= Moses Grenier, 72 Hall st., Lowell, Mass,

For vears 1 have been subject to Constipation and Nervous Hesguehes, caused

pranent of the Liver.  After taking varvieus hinds of guedicine,
‘They have gesor failidd ta

use of these Pills, than has been the ease with any other

medicine | have tried. = 11, 8. Sledge. Weimar, ‘Texas.
Ayer's Cathavtie Pills are tbe safest and best medicine T ever used for Bowel Come

Enown them fail to cure this disorder. They  dive been

peeliarly etleetive, inmy fanily, in all eases of Liver

Stomach Tr'oub!es.

year's standing ; used Actina and Belt. Mrs, S. M. ‘W hitehead, 578 Jarvis Street, o
suflerer for years, could not be induced to part with our Electric Belt. Mr. J. Fuller,
443 Centre Street, coughed cighteen months, cured in two treatments by Actina.
J. McQuaig, grain merchant, cured of rheumatism in the shoulders after all others failed.
Jas. Waeks, ~Parkdale, sciatica and lane back, cured in fifteen days.  Wm. Nelles,
Thessalon, curcd of lame back, pain in breast aud dyspepsis, after being laid vp all winter.
D. K. Mason, 11 King West, cured of catarrhal ‘stomach, by Actina. Edwin Gale,
Glencoe, cured of lame back in ten days; belt ordered by his physician. Mra. C. M.
Tyler, 273 Berkeley Strect, cured of nervous prostration. B. XK. Bell, 135 Simcoe
Street, cured of one year's sleeplessness in three days by wearing Lung Shicld and using
Actina. L. B, McKay, Qucen Street, tobacconist, curcd of headache after years of
suffern. 1. Miss Annie Wray, Manning Avenue, music teacher, finds Actina invalu-
able. Mr. Green, Thessalon, cured of pain in the back and kidneys, said to be Bright's
disease. . Riggs, 220 Adclaide west, cured of catarrh by Actina. G S. Pardes,

Aver's Pills are prompt and mild in theiv action: they gently stimulate the liver, aind
atways leave the bowels in w naturat condition. — Philip Caldwell, Beverly . Mass,

After sixteen hours of imtense sufiering with Bilions Colic. Itk Aver’s
catliartie Pitls, 1o half aa hour the pain ity stontach and bow els sulisided, aad
1 quichly vecovered. — R, 8. Heathfield, 63 Chestnut st., Providence, R. 1.

For nearly five years T was a confirmed dyspeptic. Durhige the 1aat tha e tmonthe
of tiny tune, my ife was a burden to we. l rud no appetite, beeatne pale and
cmacated. and was amithle to work. 1 tricd various remedies, but fumnd no relict
until 1 bean taking Ayer’s Pills - A few boxes of this medictue grently improved
my o appetite, vestored my liver_and <tomach o x healihy comdition. sued my Somg

now digests perfeetiy, Ernest Lewis, 43 Main a1, Lewiston, N. Y.

Avers Pills have cured o easeof Chronic Daspepsiz, here, which vesisted other
vemedies and el heeome @ very serious afliction.,” “Fhe eure is remarkable, and
lias erented o sensation it this locality. 8, K. Jones, M. D., Rrighton, Mich.

51 Beverley Strect, cured of Jaine back after all medicines failed.

Miss Dells Clayton,

Toronto, cured of paralysis after Leing in the hospital nine months. Mrs.
. Thessalon, cured of rheumatism and hxg discasc ; could not walk without & cane.

Thompson, 109 Adclaide west, cure

Miss I8, M. B

atanding, DMas? Hatt, 342 St. Clarence Avenue, Toronto, cured of Broob Poisox.

“J would not bLe without your Belt and Suspensory for
§50," writes J. Mci.  **For general debility your Belt
and Suspensory arc cheap at ml{ price,” says S. M. G,
These letters are on file.  Mr. McClinchy, Thessalon,
cured of rhecumnatisin in back and legs; very Lad caso;
};}id up o long titne, Many moro such testimonialson
c.
Catarrh Impossible Under tho Influence of Actina.

Actina will curc all discases of tho cye.  The cye treated
~ whilo closcd,
= Actina specially prepared for tho throat and lungs.

Send for Illustrated Book and Journal FREE. Namae this paper.
COMPARE OUR . GOODS IN PRICES TO ANY OTHERS.

W. T. BAER & .CO.

155 QUEEN STREET WEST., TORONTO.

Andrews,
John
of a tumor in the ¢ye in two wecks by Actina.
orsyth, 18 Brant Street, reports a lump drawn from her hand, 12 years

“Your Belt and Suspensory have cured me of impotency,” writes G. A.
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For a number of years T wae greatly troubled with Dispepeine 1 hecame
weah, nervous, el no appetites and there were bt few hinds of foad iy stamuel
would boa, After taking a number of remedies, without obtaining rvelict, 1 begun
to e Aver™s Cathartie Pills, and, at the sane tite, commeticed dieting,  "This treat-
nent eflveted i complete cure. - Jevemiah W, Styled Fort Madison, lowa,

AYER’S *gmsve PILLS,

Prepansd by D3, C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Marn,  Sold by all Druggists.

CURHBE FOR ALIL!!

N MHOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT

s ko itaiiblo romcdy for Bad Legs, Bad Breasts, Old Wouuds, Soros and Ulcors. 1t In famous for

Gout and Rbhoumatism.
® For Disorders of the Chest it has no equal.
FOR SORE THROATS, BRONCHITIS, COUGHS, COLDS.

Glandular Swellings and all Skin Disoases it has no rivel; and for contractod and st oints it act

liko & cherm.

Manufzctored only at TEOMAS HOLLOWAY'S Establishment, 87 New Oxford St., London;
And £01d by all Modloino Vondors throughont thie Wérldl,
N.Jt~Advico Gratis, at tho above adilions, dally, botweon tho honrs of 11 and 4, or by lotler,



