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Our Contrfbutotz,
NEGLECTED CLERICAL FORCES.

HY KNOXONIAN.

Among the Forces or Fonntains of Power for good
frequenltt neglected, Principal MINacVicar puts the
youthful preacher. Indeed the esteecmed Principal is
of the opinion that the force is 'vorse than ncglected
-it is rcpressed, snubbed and generally sat upon.
Says the Principal.

If hie as ri preacher and delivers popular sermons, full of
dasb and thrillirag eloquence, lit wilil be remindcd by sorti
Nestor ci the pulpit that a very pour mari nmay make a (east
cine day, but it is only a ptinely nian who can have a
feast ever>' day. lie will be told, with truth, (bat daily
bread is what tries us ail.
Truc, Doctor, but the brethren who put in these re-
mindexs aie net usually Nestors. WVe are getting
somewbat shakzy in aur classics, but if 'we rightly re-
m ember Nestor %vas a prominent mani connected %vith
Troy, who ivas nated for bis îvisdom and eloquence.
These brethren îvho sneer nt young preachiers cf
"dash and thrilling elequence'l are neyer cloquent
except îvben they give forth an eloquent flash of
silence, ivhich is painfuly seldoni. They'are notwiise
or the>' would not sneer at any young main doing lits
best. Being neither cloquent net %vise, they are flot
Nestors. Nestor îvould proabhly bring an action for
libel against the journal if hie sait the use that the
Principal mrakes of bits name in ibis paragraphi. I-le
mnigbt very properl%. 'lead that is reputation as an
orator bas been i -cd b>' the connection in
which bis name stands. He weuld probably tell the
jury that the men Principal AfacVicar compared him
.with often use limping logic, construct sentences %vith
btrcken backs, are as dry as a lime-burner's shoc,
spcak in montonorous tones, or go up and doiwn in
regular sing-sang style from the uirst %ord an the in-
troduction ta the last word in the conciubaun. If
Nestor knew the tacts, that as about wbat hae %-ould
tell the jury. Then bie would cati ait the really good
pieachers in the denomination-alI the meal Nestors
-put them in the witness box, and eacb one wuuld cer-
tainl>' swear that he never used amy sucla language ln
speaking te a yeung preacher cf ',dash and tbrilling
eloquence "as Principal MacVicar says the Nestors
uscd. Nestor would tben put in soine evidence ta
show that hie sustained material damage by associai-
ing bis nme %with old clergymen woo, sneer at
young preachers. Next day the follawîng wouid be
found-in the legal reports of the dail>' press.

Il leilor vs. The Presbytenian College journal of
Montreal. Action fer lîbel. Damages laid at $ 10,oo0.

Plaintiff cenducted lits case in persan, with great
skill and elaquence. Mr. Morris appeared for the
defendant. Verdict for piamntif and $5,ooOi damages.
Order for inîmediate execution issuec.»

But thc youthfui preacher suilers in another way
anad in anoiher place :

in Zburcb courts, for several years his motions inay go
unseconded and bis speeches unheeded. The Moderator,
%vise man-Frinus inlter i.res-miay bc conveniently blind
when hae rises te address the bouse, azs bc as nut as yet ack-
newledgeul as a niember of the select speak-ing commitie
of the Presbytery, Synod or Assembly, a, the case mnay be.
What wîàth thesa ehings and occasions! allusions te flash-in.
the-pan andl sprcad-ezgle oratory, the criticisms ai the peu.
p le and prediciiens by lits class- mates and seflauts ut curng
filtite, the young man is likcly ta bc suffitiently remîndeai

ci bis irai]!>' te kecp him humble.
Tbere are se inany suggestive facis in tbis paragraph,
and we havc such a wealth oi illustration te tbrow
lîght tapon them that positively wc dnnIt l.nntv where
te begin.

Is therc then a "select sp-aking comm;ttet I ai
least an many Church caarts, A ho deride <an the list
cf nlemberb adie are te bc heeded and unheeded P
You innocent, did yau ever doubt it> Neari>' every.

*- body who frequents Church courts knaws this, but
Principal MacVicar 'sas pcrbaps the firsi man of bis
standing who had the courage te make the statement
over bis signature. A young mian who is mot in an>'
way connected witb the Ilselect spcaking <omaî-itee"I
is of course net emxpecîed te sa>' anythingà Ne must
waît utia he bas as much experience in %vrecking
congregatiens as sore m embers of the select comnmit-
tee have bad. Wben ha bas broken up two nr threc
cangregations, and turtaed a far number cf Prcsbyter-
ians inta Mlcîhod;sts, or something else tact so gAnd I
when ba bas prcachcd in about twventy vacar.cies and
ipçvtr Sot à Il nibble," then he will bc cligible -fora

I r
seat in the select committee, and thea Moderator nia>
sec bimi ne mnatter whére or when hie rises. Conve.
tiers who bave reports tu moya and second wlll avail
themselves cf his services, and if lie is docile and
very Iluseful I te the select censmitet and said Con-
veners, bis chances for a speech at ane of the even-
ing meetings are good. If hae is certain tu speak se
bndly tbat lie will flot threw any niember cf the select
committee or the Conveners irte the -shade, he is ai-
most certain to bc invited.

But if a ycung man bas net the experience ailludcd
te hie must just wait untîl hae gets it. In thc mean-
tinte ha must build up bis cangregation, and collect
money for the Scbemes. In tact collectiaig monty is
anc cf the principal uses te which young prezchers
are put. The cast-ircn members of the select coin-
mite neyer abject ta tbe mono>'. The blindest ment.
ber cf the select cammittee cati sec a collection.
The young mati and bis speeches and motions may go
umbeeded fer ever, but bie need neyer fear that bis
funds will ge unbecdcd. Indaed hie is tertunate if
bis study table is net covered with circulars askimg
money. The flnancial is the spbere in which amy
young preacaci is sure tu get: recognition. Perbaps
if there was a little more recognition in semne other
spherc the deficits ini certain directions would net
be so large.

There are few tlîîngs in this werld more utterl>'
grotesque than ta sec a nodest young minister wbosc
congregation raises handsoe sunis for the Churcb,
sitting silentl>' for dayç in a Cburch court 'shile
mnen are pressing around the front, bobbing up and
dowvn ever>' five minutes, and kindly taking charge
of the preceadings, 'si, don't i-aise enougb cf money
in a year te provide George Leslie Mackay with in-
strunients te pull the teeth cf bis parishiomers.

RHERE AND 2"JIERE ZN BRISTOL.

in a fermer letter 1 stated that Captain Woodes
Rogers brought to England in 1710 trom, juan Fer.
nandez, in the person of Alexander Selkirk, the

PROROTYPE OF ROBINSON- CRUSOE.

-Since writing that latter 1 flnd tbat ibis subject was
discussed sanie lame ago an the Emglish and Scottish
papers, and ta-day appeared the tallowing leader froni
the Tobago Nezws, wbîch ma>' interesi saine cf your
readers:

By the papers we sec that ait Largo, on the Fifesh ire coast,
in Scotianai, was unveileal the aiber day the statue of Alexan.
der Selkirk. 8 native of that town, 'sho 'sas the solitai>' in-

ihabitant bttween 1704 and 1708 of the island ef juan Fer-
mandez, in tht South Pacifie Occaza, and who is said ta have
been the prototype cf (ha Rollinsen Criasc of Defoe's ad-
mirable book. We have ne hesitation in sffirming, 'shaf bas
hiretofore been surmxised, that the scema of the exile t
Defoc's haro was riaither juan Fernandez mer anywhere in

ithe Pacific, but in tha Carribean Sms W~e hava nething
* efora us te confirm the opinion that Defoe conceiveal the
idea ef the plan of is book train the experiences'ai the un-
fortuncta castaway ; but gianting that this 'sas se, it is
morte tItan probable that the author. during hib cbeckered ca-
ret, liadt sevcral opportianities cf obtaining [rom reliable
saurces accurate descriptions of saine other island. Semae
correspondance on the subject lias recently been appearing
in the Englash papcrir, but ive hava ne besitation in dlaim-
ing for aut little islanal tht henour cf havica heen so vividi>'

*and graphicailly described in ibis volume. ear alter year,
as visitors arrive, tht>' are insîantly struck wilth the raality
ofi 'hat the>' hava icad . and evet>' ant in ltaving carrnes
sith bian tht fairm unbiassed opinîun that Tobago, and ne
aliter, was the island home of Deroe's mariner.

At the Colonial andl Indian Exhibition, field at South
Kensington last year, there wer ecxhibited troinibis island
the varitat andl vencrable head of t.rusae's ga, and aise
a sketch of Robinson Czusoe's Cave at Sandy Peint.

D'Israeli, in bis l'Curiosîties of Literature," says
tbat it 'sas prebabl>' an observation af Steale, which
threw the gerin cf Robinson Crusoc ine the mimd
of Defoe. IlIt wvas a matter et greal curiesity te hear
bini (Alexander Selkirk) as lbc was a mati et setise,
give an account of the différent revoltitions an bats o'sn
mind in tbat solitude."~ Defoe, 'sho liad suffered im-
prisanient, 'sas sîruck b>' apoplex>', and reduced t:>
aý state cf comparative solitude. Ta bis lonely con-
temiplation, Selkirk in bis desert isle, and Steele~s
vivityiaig hint often recuirred, and ta aIl these, says
DYlsraeli. tvae perbaps owe the instructive and delight-
fui tala wbich shows tu mati 'shat bie cati do for
himrself, and 'shat the (atitude of piet>' dots fer man.
Evert the persomage cf Friday is net a mare coinage
of b is brain - a Mosquito Indar, described by Dam-
pier. 'sas the prototype. "I Robinsoni Crusoe" was
not given tu the 'soi-d titi 1719-seveIt years after the
publication of.Selkirles adventures. His bistary 'sas

detalled in se itiresting a niannér as te, attract the
notice of Steele anid ta inspire the genlus cf Defoe.

QUEEN'S SQUARE.

1 visited the Bristol Free Library, opened in 1876,
and said tu bc thea fi-st feunded in the kingdom, atid
'sas surpriscd te find tha books cf referenca of sucb
aId date, and dt reading ronm se stiait. I îhiak
bath the librar>' and te reading i-cnt might bc
pliced in the reading raam of the Taronte Frac Lib-
rai-y aleme. The cep>' cf the "lEncyclopaSdia Bri-
îanmica" i 1 ished te consult 'sas about te flrst pub.
lished, and had net oe cf the articles 1 avanted.
The librarian told me that the branch libraries in
Chifton andi elscwhare 'saul) pralbably bave later
editions. 1 inferred tramn thec appearance af the
place that tht original library was kcpt in existence
chiefly because it was thte fii-st, thîougb its age is cor-
tainlI> net great.

I walkcd tbrouglithe Square, near which it stands,
and after adîniring the equestrian statue of William
III., Prince cf Orange, by Rysbrach in 1735, stand-
ing in tht centre of the Square, 1 leoked ai saime of
the lieuses aroune), cc-'anectcd witb the names of mcm
now histerical, such as 14at in avhich

HUME, TIIE IIUSTORJAN,

had been a merchant's clark, and ivhere hie geve Up
bis stoel on being snubbcdl for trying te trend Mr.
Miller's English. WVas it eut cf spite for this that
Hume says : IIHew tQrtunaie than was James Nay-
Ier, 'she, desirîng te enter Brhstol on an arr, ail Bris-
tel ceuld net afford hinm one! " Next door livcd
Cnptain Woodes Rogers, referred te an cannection
with the prototype cf Robinson Cruse.

NMARY CARPENTZR, (1807-1877).
The mamriy of this lady is stilI held in great re-

spect in Bristol for the imterest she toek, in the poor.
and the establishmcent cf ragged schools, and afier-
wards cf industriesl scbools. She 'sas the daughter cf
a ljmaaarian mianister, the Rev. Lautz Carpeister, first
at Exeter, wherc she avas bmrn, and afterward Bristol,
'shere both daed. It 'sas lai-gel>' ewing te ber perse-
verance that the "lIndustrial Scbool Act" ivas ob-
taimed, wbich enabled thein te, eract industrial sclacols
for boys an Bristol in 1857, and àfterward several
both for beys and girls. She visited the United States
and Canada as a prison reformer, and did more for
the weltare cf peor priseners. In 1866 she 'sent te
India and three limes after, and bad tht gratification
of seeing a bill passed for the establishment cf reor.
matory and industrial scbools tbrcugbout the ludian
Empare. It 'vas b>' ber lave and encrgy the ivamen
cf India 'sera reacbcd by European influence. There is
r.ow a monumental tablta lber nîemery in the Cathe-
dral. I bad the curiesity te go out a few miles ta
Araîos Vale Cemetery ta sec ber gr-ave, which ans-
%vets te the 'sishes site expresscd -n the follîewlng
limas:

*Oh. let me lie in a quiet spot, vritb the gre.-n haut[ 'ar my
baad,

Fatrntra tht city's bus>' humi, tht woxldliniz' haavy traa
Where tht frie 'inds blow, andl the branches 'save, and

the sang bards sweetly sing,
*Till avcry mourner bei-e exclainis, "lOh, Death 1 'shere is

tb>' sting?"I
%Yhere in motbiuag that bleenms aroumd, about, the living ct-

can sec
That the grava that .vers w>' erth!y trame bas wson a

victory ;
Wharc bright flowers blocan ihrougb summer lame, teotell

r ohow ail was pîven
Tafade away trom the eyr.. of men and l iva again in

hze. TUE POET SAVArFl.-

rWhen passing bt. Peter s Cburrch I sais a monument
ta the peet, Savage, wbicb recalied my youthfut days
when 1 read lias pcems, whach 1 hava net seen for
miaty a long year. When draven b> hi- civna disso-
lute habits tramn the fasiinable suw.ety cf London,
hae seught shelter botra in the avest, andl dical of foyer
in Bristol Prison, andl 'as burical at the experascof the
gevernor. ai the gaot.

ALL SAINTS' CUURCH,

rwhicb datcs,'fromn 1422, bas not only a fine monument
te Colesten, the gi-zat marchant benefattr cf Bristol,
but a rare aId Bible -Natthew's edition et Tyndale
an-d Coverdale, blo lied andl r-aidled by Papal auther-
rity in 1534. In thi' edition.the fiftb verse cf lýsa1m
xci. reads thus "lSe thar thqu shalt tot nitae tu bc
afraycd fer amy bugges by night,a etc This 7emnid
me1 of îhq
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