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Oust good nt-ghbour, o"The Canadian Diptist,"
looks bright and checîful in lis hantisomne ntw dress.
A mos% creditable exponsent of liaptisi principicst ably
and carefuby ediied, su s entîtied ta tht cordial sup-
port of the sr fluential dessnmnation, whose intetesis it
libours to advance.

Tifs firsi academisc territ in tht new buildings ai the
Manitoba College, bas jusi been camplied by hold-
ing sucuessfu1 Cistinas exarmnaiions. lheyond ques-
tion, tis institution is doing a great and good vork,
(or tht prescri: and future of aur cburch in tht Prairie
Province. DIy deckion af bast Generai Assembly, a
speciai collection was a7ppoinicd to be made for extin-
gutshing the debi and carrying on tht wosk ai blani-
toba Coîbege. A slight effort by the people generaiiy
vl more iban suffizc for the accompliisment af ihese
a'>îects. __________

Du youu hold your arsiual congtegation meeting in
january ? Then be 5umr to be present, and do ail in
your power to give business a iresb and lively stant for
the >eat. Arrange >aur aflaîrs bciorehand 3o that
you can attend. Let liolitscs and business and the
cutling tinte and bkaiing and ihe es toing party go for
ane evening, and go to the cangregationai meeting.
Bning your neigbkjur wath you -tbat ane that neyer
attends unless some ont asks tuu. Sec chat a good
cbairman is appaînîrd il the mînîster Jars not preside.
A siupid, dawdîîng chairmanl kilîs any meeting. If
ibere as a small debt on revenue, tripe it out on tht
spot, if possible. A debi grows. Wilpc ut out. ht
musi be paid sooner or bater, and i is more easîly
paîd sooner iban tles. Eteci a good board af
irustees- men who manage itir own business veil,
and good men wili generaaly manage church~ ousiness
veil If any mni seenis to %. ink he us doing Ihm
cburcb a greai favour b) tal, ing an office, Jon't gave
bu any. There is no man .n your congregation large
enougb ta patron.z* tht Lord'- wor k. Remember the
business part of the cangregational work for the year
depends a great deal on the coxigregational meeting.
Give the --vumk a good huart and )ou wall bave the
bappy fel...~ Ibmou.gbout, tht >car that you dîd your
duty.__________

Doti'T go to the congtegational, meeting. If any
new mecasures arc carried for the benefit ai tbe con-
gregation it wiIl bc so canvenient ta be able ta say aIl
year I wasn't at the meceting whens that was adopted."
If you do go, sit on a b- à seat, dumb as a tombstont,
and take '40 Intel est I' the psoccedings. Tht moment
you gel out flnd fat .c with everyéhing and bceep on
finding fault during die year. It is so miuch bettcr ta
say notbing at tht meeting, and reserve ail yeur re-
marks for rîeigbbours on the way home, and for any
Uttie gathering you niay happen ta mcctian tht corner
grocery or on tht strect. Il yau do take any part bc
sure ta find fault WLth the officiais. That us what
oficiaIs arc (or. 0f courte tbey are al bent an run-
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nlngtIbmcongregaîion. If you have a personai grudge
ai anybaly prelleol bc sure 10 aîtack hlms durtng the
meeting. A quatrel breatif up the monotony and givgs
iiveiness te the proccedings. lIfa rivât ln business or
politica lis there alisait hlm. Wbat là the use In hav-
Ing congregaional meetings If one dots flot utilie
thgent? P 1 you aie electcd te any offie, decline lt:
If you are mot eiected, suite. Say ail the unpicasant
things you can about everytbing and everybody. If
there là any debt don't forget te say It nover cars b.
paid. Tell the people îhey arc doing for toc' much.
It wili stimulate tbeir ilberality. Don'î lail te sa-, a
nunbe of cimes chat you don't know whre ait tbe
money goea. It will heip on the cause to rmise sus-
picion In the minds of tbe people. Dly cbserving
iliese (ew sinip!e rulca you may do great good st the
congtegational meeting.

SiCcsÂLîsTs arm nov agreed chat weak.uninded
childten cars bc saved (rom bopelesa ldiocy by trailning
io asyluma properly equipped for that purpose. Such
institutions exisi lu nearly all the great States ci ibe
Union, and wonderful progreas bas laîeiy bren made
In training these unfortunates. The Medicai, Super-
inîcndcnt oaf lise blasacbusetts achool (or idiotic and
ecrble.tnirded youtb says M *Nore than thiee-Cifths of
the Cive hundred and forty cigb: Iiotic youth wbe
liavt been enrold ai pupis ofîoar school have beeo
imptoved eliber physically, moraliy or intellectually."
Anoiber superintendent says: "The almost dumb
learo to ipcak and slng ; a largo proportion icarn te
read and spell, and arc taugbt wrlting and drawlng ;
ail Icaro something of numbers, and some roake good
proress in atitbmeiic;, tbey are taughl someîhing of
geograpby, and Isiii more in regard ta the abjects
they sec about chenu. Some succeed weil In various
mcbanical operations.» So (aras circumstance, per-
mit, a sinîllar systent of instruction bas been iro-
duced to our own asylim in Onillia, wath good resuits.
The yaunger patient5 are taugbt, as weil as carcd (or.
On the Saiurday evening before Chrhstmas, aver ac
bundred afifilent met in ibe scbool*room of ibe Insti-
tution, and, belore receiving prescrits tram, their Christ-
mas tree, sang bal a doxen bynins, and enjoyed fihent-
selves very much as Sabbath school cbildren do on
such occasions. The order was excellent-very mu:-h
better chan cbat maintainedl by niany Sabbath school
childien wben a Christtmas trec is within sight. A
number of visitors weto present at the invitation of
D)r. hleaton, the superintendent, and ail wete asters-
is«:'ed ai tht order maintained, Pnd thetmitat, clean,
ciever appearance of tbe chîaJre , as voll as at the
affection rnanifested by them, for thm superiniendent
and their teachers. WVben increased accommoda.
tion is provided, lit is proposedl ta give stiii more at-
tention ta training, and there is no reason to suppose
chat Io ibis regard aur institution will b. behind any
in the United States. Tbe amounit of misery savtd
by tb-s institution, ta firienda ai the patients, cao never
be known. Thtis, bowever, is not ai! that is aimed ai.
Scientific men arc agreed chat a large proportion ai
tbese youtbfui unfortunates cars be trained, and if it
it is tht duty of the State te train cbildren possessed
ofiail tbear mental powcrs, how mucb more binding is
ibm obligation te train thest unfortunates wbo cannos;
care for tbemnselvesP

TÀtJOUGH7TS FOR 711E SREA.ÇOÀ.

T HE btginning of a new yearawakcns reflections in
most minds. Tht silent yet ceaseless uligbt oi

time makes us consider. 1: induces us te look beforn
and after. We Icnow what the past bas brought ; we
anxiously look (or wbat tbe future may brîng. In
reviewing wbat lite and opportunty have cnabled us
ta acbieve, ibm retrospect is inevitablv tinged wiîb
feelings ofisadness and regret. Accompiisbment rnay
be far other and greaier than former imaginings, but
tbt actual results are fat e.ioulh fro!m the roseate
dreains af earlier Yeats. Brw.ding over tht past, bow-
ever, would bc but a useless occ-,'pation-in iact day-
dreams ai 2ny kind arc flot only ill.suited ta the active
demrnnd --< ile preserit, but they disqualiiy for earnest
endeavour, and unfit for the vise emiployaient af tbe
lime azd opportunily an nlwise Providence ma) yet
bave in store for us. The oniy practical valvte af re-
flectinr on the past with its bost possibilliies and
faîlurret is ta teach us te avoil the mistakes agamnat
wbîch % dear-bougbt experience cciphatýmflv wurns,
tu gird up oui loins and,

ll ating no jot of heart or hope, Lmr rigbî onwa.rd."

In bis prosse-poemi, *'Ilyperion," Longfellow says :
" Loc mot mournfully loto the past tI: contes net
back stgain; wisely Impruvo ihe presleot, h ls chine ;
go (orvard Io meet the sbadovy future vitbout feur
and with si maniy hearL»

Tht adventîocia nov year afi.ords an apportunlîy for
tbm formation oi wis.,) resolves. Habit colis &round
us litstail but reisleas force. Ilf tbm habit lo goci, lis
possession bccomw- a bencficent power; If mvii, is
cvertbrow canna: bc begun at day tocs moa. Nor
muatit1 b. (orgoten chat there is no use In Ireaiing au
cvil habit iondetiy. D.allying wilh Itlàsur Site 1pies-
traie the wiii.pcwer beforo the usutper. If we, are Io
paso front nur dead selves te nobler thinga we must
ight resoiuîely witb the (oeil that wouid ensiave us.
1f ( w do ot gain the fight, ibrqe wiii. There are no
drawn batties belveen a man taud bis spîtitual enemler.
Ail the more need tco for prompt and dedided resolu.
tdon, for tbm recoUlecion ai braken vosga and flood
purposes turned awry oniy deepen the regreiflul
unemory ai past fait ares.

M oie than the avoidance of evil là requirod. Effort
devoted 10 chat end would aniy b. a negative &flair
aller .1.I Lite là given -' chat wp enay make ibm moist
afi h -and chat n0t oniy in ici ý.tertai aide. lndefinile
'.ossubiîîies lie belote us. Character in its mani-
sidcd conîpleteneas Ja thm aier result oai t and suf.
fer bag, ai success, aid fallure. It Ia sometbing ta
engage la the sîruggles oi liue anud yet misoîsîsu a con-
science void ai offence. The genetous and bopetul
emotions of youîb are ot Incomoatible witb the les.
sons af experiencegîeanedl as ihe yeara go by. There
la ne reason vby tbe dlsappointmentso ofle, and soute-
limes man's Inhumaniiy tu man 3bouid malle us cold,
sclflsh, and untoviag. The course of a truc file, con-
sclous oflis opportunities and reaponsîbîlitîca, la flot
dosgnward, but upward. So let tbm year an which vo
bave beau pertled toter b. embraced asa golden
apporiunity for advancement in all cbat 13 good and
flue, la thitre not roorm for improvemeut In fldeiîy
to duty In ibe urdinary taillés cf tbm passing day.
Cannot thet spare lime offern tbougbtbe:siy wasîed bc
turned tu good account. Are there no burdeas chat
press heavily an feeble shoulders chat we can iighten
by aid and sympatby. May not a kindly and encour-
aging word be spoken ta the weary and desponding ?
As Christian citizens rnay we flot endeavour ta taire a
more Intlligent Intorestin public affaira and seek te
discharge conscientiousiy the duties we ove to the
commonwealth. Canada bas a grand future If ber
institutions are ta b. wottby of ber desîiny there must
be the felt impreals ai an active and intelligent Chris-
tian public spirit. Our pohitical lîfé la mlot inimaculate;
neither are aur politicians or thelr measurea perfect.
There la pienty af rooni for greater devotion te prie-
ciple, as there la much need for the abatemnent of base
mlarepresentation and party bitternesa. bien do and
will continue te differ on political methods, but wby
shoubd these methods b. other chan manly and fair.

The Church, tua, te quîtes aur devotion, and ber King
and Head claims aur consecrated effort. In tht
many departmsents cf Christian activity there is a
place for mach. Everyone cao do sometbbni; la
advance tbe velfarge of Zion. The wore lit urgent.
May the new year bc a season ai active and successive
effort for imbuing thm mmnd ai the people yuLh divine
trutb. May Chrisian Influence bc feit more paver-
fuliy chan in years gane by. May inercy and peace
be an God'a larati. Tht swiitly pas!ing years repeai
with added eniphasis, 'l Vhatto-ver thy baud flndeth
10 do, do it with îby might." WVnrc, then, in God'a
narnes for yaur bighest well-being, for the good ai youîr
follow-men and for God'as glory, and in truth Ibis will
b. whpo, vo oncr more cordialiy wisb a:1 aur readers--

A HAPPY Nzw YtAR.

UPPER CANVADA RIBLE AND TRACT
SOCIETY.

A MONG the many relUgious and bellevobent Institu-
lions ia Ontario, tbm Upper Canada Bible Society

and the Upper Canada Tract and Bock Society main-
tain a useiul aud an bonaured place. Tbtse ame
more tban more offilhota [rom tic historic institutions
that have Iheir beadquarters in the British metroprla.
Their vantk is carried on, and their affaira conducted
by mon ai standing and influence in the various evan-
gefical churchea af ibis country. Most readers are
avare ai the important vartk accomplished by Ibes
organisations, whoso specWa purpase is thm dissnina-
tion ai tbm Scriptures and Scriptural tnrth sis chat no


