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thhrd the. ries of discipline for priests and tcachers.
With tiie sword of ýbc Mlosteni !uddliism was driven
(rom India, and only ln Ccylon and in the far south
do wc ineet with il ta any ratent, but it did net depart
w:thout leavlng Its mark ou J1rahnminisin, whilh, re-
coguizlng the wisdom of concession, yieldcd greatiy,
and witlî the victorious and unbending followcrs of
thepraphet nt their doors, mutu:il taleration and con.
cession brotight bzck niany of the schisrnatlc l3udhists
ta the shelter of the Ilrahmin fold. A portion, how-
cver, would neither ncccp* concession nier yicid. They
-ire still distinct and inake up a goodly portion of the
Population of aur city of Indore. They are called
Jains, and arc niostly workcrs in nietais. Ordcrly,
law.abiding citizens, îhcy wîeid a widc influence in a
quiet way. Most cagerly do they receive and rcad
aur Gospel boaklets whcncvcr offéed for distribution
amorig theni, espccially the young men cf frera fiteen
te tbirty years ai age.

I1 the comnion bazaars and strects, and homes cf
Indore city wc meet and tallkwith and teach îhcse nmixed
masses of dissentlng religionists. Can it bc callcd an
easy task ? Is it a wondcr the Christian missionary
falters and grows discouraged with se rnuch against
hini? Always asseciatcd with inferiors, without the
safe-guard af ChristianL public opinion, in a land of ne
Christ, ne Gospel, ne Sabbath, ne prayer, is it a won.
der that we sometimes grow weary by the way ? Yet
il is flot aIl darlc, we 'have cur encouragements tee.
When ail outward help fails and there is nothing ini
aur surroundings ta upraise and reinspire it is then we
turn, and ane long, carnest, tfutul look into the face
af" Our P~ather whe art in heavcn"I repays for ail,
and more. M. FAin'vEri.
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Buot ivill God in vcry ccd à«Icl wath men un the cauil,?
Bleliolti, heaven anda thec heaveri or heavcns cannot contain
Tice, how much lceu tbis bouse 'tich 1 have but 1 "

The condescension cf Gad in dweliiag with mea
upon the eartb, is ane of the inost am.uing, and at
lhe same tiîne comforting, truths of Scriptue When
we take iet accaunt jehovah's entire independcnce
cf the creature-His nîajesîy and glory-His absolute
and infinite greatness and hioiincss ; and contrast ail
tbis with the weakness, the sinfuiness, the ignorance
and degradaîlon cf fallen humanity, il seenis impos-
sible te entertain such a thought. There is really
nothing in man te attrait the notice or regard of bis
Maker. To a holy being liere is rathier evcrything
te repel, in aur guilty and polluted world. The origi.
nal purity and innocence, which for a brief peried
brought heaven and eartli lii fIiendiy contact, ne
langer exists. And yeî, marvellous thougi it be, it-is
none the less truc, that God deligits te dwell with
man upan the tarth. The pure society and rapturous
adoration of heaiven are net more p!easing to Him
than the praises and reverentiai worship of depen.
dent moitais. He net only bends a listening car tes
their cries, and accepts their sacrifices, but, in a more
than merely figurative sense, dwells among themn,
giving the most saîisfictory and conclusive evidences
cf Mis presence te the eyc of faith. '*The Lord 1ev-
cth the gates af Zion, more than ail the dwellings cf
JacobY»

It was Ibis thought that filled the mind cf Solomon
when he gave utterance te the words cf tic text. Il
was ne ordinary occasion when, as tie representative
of the assembied Israclites, he offered up this prayer,
and led the devotions ai the people. Il was a day
long Ioeked forward ta, with joyful anticipations, and
long afterwards remembercd by the piaus Jew. The
tabernacle that had accompanied the Israelites la
their wa*nderings for forty years -vas new folded past
The triais and hardships cf the jourxvýy were endcd.
Canaan was possessed and the enemies ai Isral sub-
dued on every hand. Pence wvas r.ow established
throughout the land, happiness beaxned ini every ec,
and thankiulness îhillled every litart. "lO ver ail thz-
Holy Land there rested a blissfui sereniîy, thc calm
which follows when successful war is crowned wiîh
conquest, a calm which was only stirred by the
prend joy cf possession, and tien hallowed and
intensifled again by t sease oi Jehovals faveur.»
Only oe îhing remained te cansummate the
glory. of the commonwealth, the completian of the
temple, and its dedication te the worsbip of je-
bovab. Màbiy years bcfore tbis King David bad
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purposed ia bis lîtart te bulld a bouse for the.
Lord God of Israel, in Jerusa!emn. IlSureiy 1 wilI
neot came Inte tFc tabernacle af my bouse, nor ge up
into îny bed; I, will not give sleep te mine cyes, or
sluriber la mine eyelids, unti! 1 fiad out a place for
the Lord, an habitation for the imighty God of
Jacob." But aIthough the intention îvas sapproved,
the baour %vas reserved for Salumen. " Thou shalt
nnt build Me an bouse te dwell in," said the praphet ta
the king, Il<but it shall corne ta pass, when thy days be
expired that thau mnust go te îhy faîhers, that 1 will
mise up thy seed after îhee, which shall be ai thy
sons. He %hall build Mle an house and 1 w4I estab.
iish bis threne forever." Theii. m hd now arrivcdl
for the fulfilaient cf the promise. After seven years
hadl been spent in building the sacred, edifice, it naw
stood forth, the grandest and castliesî cf earthiy tem-
ples cver seen by the eyc of nian

Conceive, if yeu can, the gorgeous spectacle tint
presented itself te the congregation of Israel. The
eIders bave brought up the ark cf tie covenant, ac.
companied wiîh innumerabie sacrifices and burnt cf.
ferings, for its permanent location in the temple, under
tht wings of the cheruhini and in the mast holy
place. Tii. priests and Levites, specially sanctified
fer the work befare tisent, and the singers cf the con-
gregatian, arrayed in white linen, having cynibais and
psalteries and harps, stand at tbe easî end cf the altar,
and witli tiemn ane huadred ar d twenty priests sound-
ing with trumpets. And now as tic procession passes
on, high above tht noise ai musical instruments,
is heard the sang ci praise, "Tii. Lard is goed , H is
rnercy endureth forever," ivhilc ia token af God's ac
ceptance of the offée-1 worship we are îald the bouse
was filied Ilwith the glary ai the Lard." WVhat thnt
glory mu-st have been wc cani but faintly canceive.
The effect upc'a the assembled cangregation wns se
awful that the priests were unable te continue their
minisîratians. S,) cvarwhelming was t impression,
and se universai anid mial the feeling that the Lard
was tiere, tint the services wverc for a lima suspended.
Tht priests could nat stand te minister, by reason of
the chaud. This cloud wvas the visible manifestation
of Him 'vio dwclls in ligit inaccessible and full af
glory. In this way He teck possession oi the building
erecîed for His warsiip and declared His willingness
te dwehi amang tieni, accepting their gifts and im
parting His blassings.

And naw the king, arrayed in becoming vestments,
stands befare the alfar ai the Lord, and having blessed
the congregation, sprcads forth his iiands in prayer.
Like a father la the mnidst cf bis family -far a time
laying aside his kingly autharity and rule hie dedi-
cates tht temple, and the people ai Israel, ta the ser-
vice ai Jeiovah. He spealcs ai Gad's gaadness te luis
father David, ia iaving permitted him ta gather the
materials for the building, now se happily completed,
and supplicates the faveur cf heavea upon tht nation,
in aI ils varied circumnstnnces and future emiergeacies.
The ps-ayer ended, thetfire ces down, the burnt of-
ferings and sacrifices are consunied, tie gleo-y ai the
Lord once again filUs the house, wvhile tht entire cen-
gregatien bow thecir faces ta tht graund and wership,
saying, "lTiie Lord is good ; Nis rnercy eadureth for-
ce'er.» Truly, tht grandeur and selemaiîy oi such a
scene exceeds ail descriptive power.

"Ezch pillar of the temple rang,
The trunupets soonded laod and keen,

And while the minstrels sang and play'd
The mystîc Cloud of glory cl],

That shadowy light, that bilcndid siade,
Ia which jchavah plcas'd ta dweii.

The king cast cff is crcwn cf pride,
And bent bim ta tht gzound,

And priest and watrior, side by side,
Kneît iumbly al] araund.

JJeep awe: fell down on every sou],
Since Ged was present there,

And ual the slightcst brcatbing sîoec
Upen thc stilly air.

Tht bow'd thcm on tht spaciaus «coor,
Nvith heavcn-avctted cye,

And blcescd Hi% flamc wbo deign'd ta pocur
lus presence (rom on higli."

Now what was tht prevailing tbeught la the mind
ai Solomaon on this grand and solema ýoccasian?
WVas hc intoxicated with pride on accounit ai bis posi-
tien? Did be say, as did tht faclish Iing cf Baby-
Ion when h. walked la bis palace, IlIs this net great
Babylon that 1 bave but for the bouse oi tht kcing-
dem, by the might cf my power-, and for the honour
cirny majcsty?' Tbere wus mucb fitted le cail forth
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other feelings îiîaa tiiose of bumulity. There was
much la dazzle the cyc and create a feeling of per.
sonal satisfaction, as lie loaked at tht magnitude of
tht building, the grandeur of its fittîngs, and dit vast
cangregatlan ci devated subjects that stood reverently
before lîim. But far dîoerent werc bis feelings. The
temple was after aIl but the cutward shrine--a gaodly
lbeuse indced, but aatbmng mare, unlesa filIed by the
presence afllie Lord. He felt that " Exccpt tie Lord
build te lbeuse thcy labour in vain that build il," and
under this solemn impression us great anxiety was,
tint la keeping with the outward grandeur, and in tie
presence cf tuis vast congregatien, God's powcr and
glary bhould be se signaily manifested as te leave ne
raom for doubt that thc labour of bis haads was ac-
cepted. "lBut wiUl God ia very dectl dweli witi mca
on the carti? behold heiven and the beaven of hcav-
cais cannot centain Thet, how muchi leas this bouse
which I have built." Tht words de not Imply any
doubt liat God wauld meet with His peeple and bal.
low the ir fellawship, but tht more he thaugit cf such
condescensica, an the part oi tht Infinite, the maro
he ivas aniazcd. Like David, wben lie conîemplated
tie giory ci the slarry licaveas, andi the insignificanice
ofithe creature, hae icît, IlLord wiat is man liat Thou
art îindful ai hlm, and tht son cf mati, tint Thou
visitest himPI"

Tht promiscd presence of tie Almighty was net ex-
clu5ivcly givea ta tht worslîip ai tie temple. Long
before, whtn Moess ivas instructtd ta erect tie taber-
nacle, Goti said, IlLet titi make: Me a sanctuary
tint 1 may dwell amcng theni, andi titre wiil I icet
wiîh lice and 1 wvill commune with the fram abovo
the mcrcy sat i" and when tht tabernacle was com.
pleîcd, " tht cloud covered thetlent ai tie congrega-
lion, aad tha*glory ai tia Lord fiUled tie tabernacle,
se that Mo3es was net able la enter !rit tht lent, be-
scause ai tht claud Iliat abode tberean,"' aad this dotal
by day, aad fire by night, reinained in tie siglit of ail
Israci, throughout their journtyings te the promised
lamrd. To us aise, as te Moses and Solomun, God's
presenice is piedgad in ail tht ordinances ai His lieuse.
IlLe, 1 ama vih you alway, even uinte, the endi of tht
world. Amen."

Nov, whcn %ve build and deditate churches for the
worsiip cf jeiovali, aur cui anxicty should be that
God's presence siould bt felt in every service. It is
praisewortiy and comniendable tint tie iighest style
of art slîould be displayad and tht greatest comfort
obtained. But this may easily be aîtained ivitiout
spiritual success. Crowded cangregaîlons îay as-
semble, and cloqutnt sermons be preached, and much
outward enîiusiasmn b. maniiested, but ail is ia vain,
ualcss Gad condescends ta dwell witb His wership.
ping people. Our prayer should ever bc,"I XVill Gad
ia very deeti dwell witb men on carth P"

WVhen we speak cf God's presence la His earthly
temples, what is meanI? Nat, ai course, that H1e is
visible ta tic seases, ner tîtat by any priestly incan-
tation, tic elemenîs ai the sacramnental table can b.
changed intc His real person. Net thnt nny form of
ritualis-m or swinging or incense-laden censers, or
outward display ai material excellence, cani bring the
Deity iet loving contnct witi human seuls. Such
metiods have been, and are still, rcsortcd te la order
te preduce a sort of mystical, unintelligent, andi
dreamy consciousness ai a present God, but ail la
vain. fI is not thus tiat Jéhovahi is te be apprcheft.
dtd. Il is flot thus that tht bouse ai God becomes
tic gale af heaven, or tial we are permnittet e wrestlt
wltb the Angal ai the Covenant. Just in so far as wo
rise upen tie wings ai failis abeve and beyond the
nitre outward surroundings of tht saactuary-beyond
the synibol ta tie îiing symbolized, beyaad tht Word
tint is rend and prenched, te Him whe is tie Word il.
self; beyond ardinances andi sacraments, te Hlm wio
is tie 111e and vital source cf oil Christian worship-
shall wi- realize God's presence in His temple, and
witiin our seuls.

Ia différent points ai view it is truc that Goti dwclis
wilh mea. Ht is infinite. His presance is every-
'vitre andi illimitable. The heaveri of icavens cannai
contain Hlm. Evtrything in nature cafls tmp His near-
ness and constant superintendence. His voice is la
tht thunder andi His glance la the Iightning. Ia the
cedars as they sway under the fury ai lic tempest,
andi the breath which niovrts the tendez: Ita, 'we hear
the wiispers of His pressence. It is ne marvel tint
feelings ai reverence pcssess tic seul when standing
under tht lofty dentes of venerable cathedrais, andi
that sensitive natures siauld bc filled wiih dread, ia


