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Books AxD NEAGAZINES,

History of the City of New York.
New Vork: A. S. Barnes & Co.

Part 1., Vol. 11, of this popular, illustrated work,
deals with the history of the great commeraial capital
of the United States in its connection with the caclier
events of the Revolution.  Mrs. Lamb's animated
paragraphs impart additional attractiveness to arecord
intrinsically interesting.

The Preacher and Homiletic Monthly.
New York: The Religious Newspaper Agency.

Amony the preachers or wiiters whuse names ap-
pear in the November number of the ** Preacher and
Homiletc Monthly,” we find Revs, Dr. Peabody, of
Harvard University ; Dr. S. A, Ort, Lutheran; Dr.
S. V.. Leech, Methodist Episcupal, G, T, Pentciost,
Baptist; Dr. John Hall, Presbytenian; Dr. J. M.
Manning, Congregationalist; Dr. E. A. Washburne,
Episcopal; G. M. Peters, Baptist; F. E. Clark,
Methodist Episcopal ; Dr. Noah Schenck, Episcopal ;
Dr. Deems, Dr. Storrs, etc.  There is a synopsis of a
sermon by the Rev. Joseph Elliott of Cannington,
Oatario. ‘The title of it is “ Wealtliin Both Worlds,”
and the text, Genesis xiin 2. “And Abram was very
rich in cattle, in silver, and mgold.” 1t iswell worthy
of a place even in such a publication as this. The
Rev. W. M. Taylor, D.D., continues hus papers on
“ Expository Preaching.” The fifth of the serics ap-
pears in the present number. The branch of the
subject dealt with is “ The Prosecution of a Series of
Discourses on some Book or Character.”

The Princeton Reviciw,
New York: 37 Park Row. )

In the Novemnber number of the * Princeton Re-
view,” President Porter of Yale appears as the writer
of a lengthy criticism of Professor Huxley’s Exposi-
tion of Hume's Philosophy, m the course of which he
convicts Huxley of inconsistency mn giving any place
to Mectaphysics in his thoughts or in his writings
while holding the opinion that Physical Saience covers
the whole ground of possible knowledge; of ignorance
of his subject-matter; of having, at best, but a very
superficial acquaintance with the writings of those
metaphysicians whose theories he undertakes to dis-
cuss—even with the wntings of Hume; and of per-
forming certain feats requinng a mental dextenty
analogous to the manual kind practised in “‘ thimble-
rigging.” The second article is by Professor Goldwin
Smuth. Its utle 15 * Unmiversity Questions in Eng-
land.” Thatis all the reader bargains for ; but the
Professor gencrously throws in a considerable yuanuty
of information on a variety of other subjects, such as
New York walking matches, Pittsburg labour riots,
and a large prospective standing army for the United
States. After Mr. Smith’s article comnes some more
Philosophy—there 1s, even for the “Punceton,” an
unusual quantity of Philosophy in the present number.
This time the scientific martyr is Professor Tyndall ;
and it is Mark Hopkins, ex-President of Wilhams
College, that piles the fagots and applies the torch.
“The matter in dispute is “ The Origin of the Cosmos.”
Having finished the ex-President’s paper, the reader
is at liberty o relax his over-strained intellect, and,
coming down to every-day mattels, take, with the help
of Mr. R. P. Porter, of Chicago, “A Comparative
View of American Progress.” This article contains
an accumulation of statistics very valuable to the
political cconomist. In the next article Dr. Atwater
of Princcton brings us back to Philosophy and con-
troversy. He heads his paper “ The X Priont Novum
Organum of Christianity; ” and it is writien in oppo-
sition to an article contributed to the July number of
the ““ Princeton” by Rev. W. J. Irons, D.D., Preben-
day of St. Paul’s, London, which he sums up as “a
strange complex of Kantian a privri Rationahism,
Hierarchical Sacramentarianism, Anglo-Cathohicism,
pre-Reformation  Christianity resting on tradition,
historic creeds, and the Scriptures—all being kept in
duc subordination to the a priess.” The currency
question is then discussed, under the heading “ Bimet-
allism,” by Professor Samner of Yale. Prncipal
Dawsan of Montreal contributes an article on “Points
of Contact between Science and Religion"—a subject
for the treatment of which he is emincntly qualified,
The number closes with 2 masterly critique on Her-
bernt Spencer’s ¢ Data of Ethics,” by Dr. McCosh. We
cannot name another periodical that can present, in

onc number, so much thatis calculated to command
the attention of thoughtful persons.

SabpATH $6HO0L FEACHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XLVIIIL,
Nov. 30 , ) Rew.iii.
Now 3o} T1E atgssacero T cnvrenss { Ry

GOLDRN TRXT.—** HoldEat fast which thou hast,
that no man take thy crown.”"—Rev . 11,

HOMR STUDIES,

M. Rewv,iii.1.6........Sardis.

T. Rev,iii. 7-13 ......Philadelphia,

W. Rev.iii.14-22 ... Laodicea.

Th, Matt. axiv, 32-51... Watchfulness enjoined.
F.  Matt. %0 32-32......Confessing Chnat.

S.  Rev. v 1-17......White robes.

Sab, Rev. \ia. 1316 . . The rightecousness of saints,

HELYS TO STUDY.

1 the last lessun we fuund that John wascomnussioned to
write this Book of Revelation, including a message to each
of the seven churches of Asia, situated respectively at Eph.
esus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadel.
phia, and Laodicea.

These messages are cuntained in the second and third
chapters. They describe the spiritual condition of the var-
ious churches and convey to them admomtions, rebukes,
warings, thieatenngs, commendauons, enconragements and
prumises, suitable and  piofitable o them and w vther
chusches and individuals,

Our lesson is limited to two of these messages—that to
Sardis and that to Philadelphia—but the endeavours of
teachers and schulars to undeistand these two will e much
aided by a carcful study of the whole sevzn,

‘There are four things common to the seven messages :—

1. Each message is introduced by a description of the
Sender—the Saviour —specifying some of His charactenstics.

2. Seven umes—unce tn cach message—are the words
repeated, ** I know thy works.” .

3. Seven times also, we meet with the words, ‘¢ He that
hath an car, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches,” rendering each particular message apphcable to
all churches, and toall individuals, situated in arcumstances
similar 10 those of the church primanty addsessed.

4. Seven promises, or clusters of promiscs—one in each
message — are made to ““ him that vvercometh.”

The two messages which furm the subject of vur present
lesson present a striking contiast, suggesting the fullowing
division:  (s) Nominal Christianity—Frofession without
Dractice, (2) Keal Christianity—I'rofesston and Practice.

1. NoMmiNal  CHRISTIANITY — PRUFESSION  WITHOULT
Practick vers 1 6. The stern rebuke cuntained an the
message 1o the Church of Sardis is prompted, not by hatred
or illawall, but by love.  To the Church of the Laodiceans,
rebuked with at least equal seventy, the Saviour says (ver.
19), * Asmany as { love I rebuke and chasten.”

Even the false professor of rehginn, instead of being strip-
ped of his bortowed garb and told to be a worldling in aame
as he is in reality, is invited to retain his profession, come
to Chust, and be a Chnstian i realiny as hessin nnie. The
gracious invitations of the Guspel are extended even w the
hypocrites, the formalists and the pharisees of Sardis and
Laodicea.

And unto the angel in the church of Sardis write:
Lach message is addiessed to the mimster of the charch for
which it isintended, in order that he may read it to his con-
geegation.  “* Angel”’ means meesenger, and ministers are
the messengers or ambassaders of Christ.

These things saith He that hath the seven Spirits
of God: The language is figurative.  Of course it means
the one Spirit, the number seven being introduced toindicate
the completeness and all-sufficiency of the powers of that
S$punt. The seven stars: mumsters agan {Sce last les-
son).

l)know thy works : There is no harshness in the lan-
guage. It is guilt that gives the sharp edge to the words.
These very words, that carty condemnation to the church of
Sardis, brung comfort to other churches. The world knows
wur profession ; Christ has more than that tv judge by ; He
knews our works —knows their true character and motive
kuows whether or not they spring from living faith.

That thou hast a name that thou livest, and art
dead: It would scein that the church of Sardis had fallen
into formalism, acoepted a mete profession as sufficient quah-
fication on the part of its members, and did not insist on
their Iife being conforin¥®d to that profession ; hence, with
the exceptions referred to afterwards, its religion was vam,
its wurks were not works of faith, its labouts were not la.
burs of love, it was spiritually dead.

There is no hann in having 2 name to live; the whole
evil is in being dead.  We ought to be Christians in name,
and we ought to be Chnstians in reality also. No onccan
justify himself by saying that he makes no profession. *‘Con-
sistency is in many cascs not much of “a jewel” These is
no merit in heing consistently dad.

Be watchful: a rousing commnand, dificult to translate
without diminution of furce - ““becume  watching,” or
‘¢ wake up and watch.”

Strengthen the things which remain:  There was at
least the framework of religion, That was not to be cast
aside, butstrengthened by fanth, prayer. acuvity, and watch-
fulness over tho membership. Worls not perfect : not
springing from faith and love—worthles

Remcmber howthou hast received 1nd heard: Per.
haps the Chrstians of Sardis had at tiest reczived the word
s with joy™ (Sec Parmble of the Suwer, Luke vun. 13).
Hold fast: the tw'h which you recall to memory.  Re.
pent: turn from your <in to Gad with full purpose of new
otedience. 1 will come on thee: for the infliction of
judgmcm. As athief: suddenly and witl:out fusther warn-
ng.
gx‘hou hast a few names even in Satdis, ctc.  Com-
pare 1 Kings xix. 1S. In whitc: denbting purity—the

righteousness of Christ
themselves, but in Christ.

He that overcometh : no matter what he may be s
—saint or sinner; hypocrite or open, unabashed evil-doer;
inconsistent with a gowd profession, vz,consisient with a bad
profession—if, Ly fauth in Christ he gains the victory over his
sinful nature, the same shall be clothed in white rai.
ment; and I will not blot, cte. ‘I'he ¢* Westminster
Teacher " says, * Chnst does not either say or imply here
that names unce entered 1n the * Buok of Life’ will ever Le
actually blotied out. 1t isimplied that they will be, if those
who wear them do not get the victory over sip.  But the very
wa.ning may be a partof the means by which the Lotd makes
the victory sute and the loss iml‘mssiblc."

II. Rear CHRISTIANITY  PRUFLSSION AND PRACTICE.
—vers, 7-13. Our lesson, after dealing with the message
to one of the worst of the seven churches, now brings before
us the message to une of the best, Ot the seven, the church
of Smyrna and that of Philadelphia ouly are spuhen of with
entire approva!  ‘T'o the latter Christ reveals himself as

He that is Holy, He that is true: {n claiming abso.
lute hohness, Chrnist proclaims Himself to be God.  King of
David . Christ us the pronused Messiah—the King that was
to occupy the throne of David furever. Openeth and no
man shutteth, elc. (See last lesson).

{ know thy works: Termible words to the people of
Sardis, but a message of joy to thuse of Philadelplua.  Who-
ever may mistake motives, Christ cannot do so.

An open door: a prospect of usefulness and extension,
Thou hast a little strength : more literally thou Aast lit-
tie strength—weak 1 numbers and resources,  The Church
i> cumnended, not fur being strong, but for making a good
use of the little strength it had.  Hast kept my word, etc.:
proved faithful even in weakness,

Synagogue of Satan: ‘fhe adversary has his own
placesof wourship and hus wunslsppersin this world. The name
sprcially applies to anu-Christian organizauons.  Say they
are Jews but are not : not of Israel in the spiritual sense,
though Jews by birth,  Worship before Thy feet: Tae
church would be ¢nabled to wicld such an influence that op-
pusers would be compelled to acknowledge that the Lord
was with her.

1 come quickly : As used here the word does not neces-
sarily wean soon, but suddenly~ without warning,

Him that overcometh wil. I make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out :
Are we Sabbath school scholars, teachers, writers of lessons,
¢tc., to belike the scaffolding or temporary supports of a build-
ing in course of crection, destined to be removed before the
building 1s completed ; or are we to be pillars that ** shall go
no mote out 2’ If Noah employed any caipenters to assist
himself and bhis thice sons in building the ark, theits was a
pecuhiarly sad fate,

For they are worthy . not in

CHALMERS UN 1HE MESSAGLS TO SARDIS,
PULLADELPH it AND LAODICEA.

The following 15 fromn Dr. Chalmen’ ¢ Sabbath Scripture
Readings,” wrtten shortly before his death,  He did not in-
tend these private meditations for publicauon. They were
found amonyg his papers and publishied after his death.

** My God, how descriptive this, tegarding the Church of
Sardis, 1s of myself—a name to live, while 1 am well-nigh if
not altogether dead. O, my God, strengthen for me, or
rather st:engthen by me, the things which remain—give me
to be more watchful than hitherto. My works are not per-
fect, and 10 anstance but in onc thing, has patience had its
perfect work inme 2 1 would renew, O God, my repentance
before Thee, and at the same ume hold fast my faith, or
the rejoicing and confidence of my hope, lest sudden distruc-
tion come upon me.  Give me to confess Christ before maen,
that He may confess me before the Father and his angels.
Give me, O Lord, of the blessings and the promises which
Thou heze holdest forth to the Church of Philadelphia.  Mue
isindeed but a little strength if any at all. 1 haveadversaries,
and I pray for charity towards tiiem. Inas far asIam right
and they are wrong, give them to sec, and if Thou thinkest
meet, to acknowledge theis error, I will not pray for thar
humiliation, butfor thei: amendment. Bring Xm my judg-
ment unto light, and my rightcousness as the noon-day. Save
me {rom the trials that are too heavy for me, and give me to
overcome.  I'repate me for the land of blessednessand ever.
lasung peace—where caemies cease from tioubling and the
weary are at rest.  And my closing prayer from these verses,
my prayer to Him who is unchangeable and true—to Him
who1s not the begimning but the beginner, not the first created
but the Creatur, not the first ouginated bt the Onginator—
for though to Him is ascrited a Sonship, His is an Eternal
Sonship, and without Him was nol anything made that was
made—my prayer to this lugh and holy One is that He would
save me, both from the character which 1s here denounced,
and e curse which, if not teformed, will most assutedly be
fuifilled upon it. Save mie, save, O God, from the luke-
warmness of the Church of Laodicea. I have a zeal about
things pertaining to God, but where 1s my zeal for God Him-
self? I may be a zealous asserter of the doctune that has
come out of Tiis mouth 3 but whete is my zeal for God as a
being—for the living God? And I am actuated by the
strong conviction that nothing will raake socicty right but a
diffused Chustianity—yet where, alas?!is my warm and
zealous affection for hum.n souls, or fur Chnst, the real per.
sonal Christ, whois the alone Saviour? Itmaybe that Tam
not cold ; but assuredly I am not hot. My only comfort
15 that I do not say of myself, and most assuredly do not feel
of myself, that I am nch and haveneed cf nothang. 1 will
cry unto Jesus.  May the chastenings that are now upon me
yield this peaceable %mit. ever taking unto Him both as the
Lord my rightcousness, and the Lord my strength—~—my
nghteousness wherewith to be clothed, my wisdom also by
which 1 may sce. O the blessed universality of the saying
—~1f any maa open.  Lord, I would upen auy heart, and wel-
come with outstretched arm Thine admittance there.  Enter
into convivial fuendship withime, O Chnst.  Give me to
overcome as Thou hast overcome. And let all these warn.
ings be not only heard by the car but sink deep intothe heart.
Awen, amen, :



