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Norseman's dcarest wish wvas to die
bravely, a spirit stili di'elIing in
the flghting heroes of our day.
The death of a Norse viking is thus
described by Boyersen in bis poein,
* Odin's Ravens."
"Lu the prow wvith head uplifted
Stood the chief like wrathf ul Thor,
Through bis locks the snowflakes

drifted,
Bleached their hue from gold to

hoar.
Mid the crash of mast and rafter
Norsemen leaped through death

with laughter,
Up through Valbal's wide flung

door.
Ln the Eider Edda is found this

story,-A giant had a dagbter
called Night wvho like all ber race was
dark and swarthy of complexion;.
after being married to two or three
others she %vas wedded to Delling
or Daybreak and thei r son wvas Day,
a child, light and fair likt bis father.
Qdin gave Night and Day two,
borses, and two cars, and set them.
up in the heavens 'that they might
ride successively one after the
other, each in twenty-four hours
time round the world. Night rode
first with ber steed Hrimfaxe. fax
signifies name. Every morning
the eairth is bedewed with foamn
fromn tbis borse's bit. The steed
driven by Day wvas called Skinfaxe,
the sbiniug inane, and ail the earth
and sky glisten wvith the ligbt shed
frorn bis mane. Such were the
Norse ideas of day aud night.

Between Asgard, the home of
the gods, and Midgard, the world,
was placed a bridge it was called
Bifrost, the rainbow. tbe vibrating
way, and it trembled with various
céolored ligbt, over this bridge rode
every day the gods on their horses,
0din on Sleipner, Heimdal, the
god of the rainbow corresponding
to the Gzeek goddess Iris, on GoId-
top. Somei of the Englisb. naines
of the other horses 0f the gods

were, Fleetfoot, Silvertop, Pale-
hoof, Lightfoot, S.inews, the Sun-
beamn, and the Shining one. Thor
was cornpelled to go on foot to
attend the council of tht~ gods, he
could flot use the Asa bridge as bis
thunder would destroy it, so he was
forced to wade through some rivers
daily to get there. The giants
could flot pass over it, for the red
of the rainbow wvas burning fire and
would injure them. Lt was a com-
nmon custom among the reapers of
Norway to leave a sheaf of wheat,
in the fields, for the houses of the
gods.

Lu a thuuder storni, Thor rode
about in bis big thunder chariot,
drawn by two wond(-rful goats,
froni whose hoofs and teeth sparks
of fire fiashed, Thor's red beard
also flashed with the lightning. Ln
bis hand he carried a magie barn-
mner. which he would huri at diff-
erent objeets, and it always returned
to his band. Many were the con-
fluets in which he engaged wvith
different giants, and there are many
myths teling ofhbismigbty strength,
but there is not space to enumerate
theni here.

Thor was at one tume belated and
spent the night in the home of a
peasant in Mîdgard; food was
scarce, so Thor gave theni bis
goats for the evening uxeal, but
warning tbemn to give bum bâck
every boue. One gtreedy fellow
cracked a shank to extract the
toothsoïne marrow, and next moru-
ing when the Thunder adjusted
the skins to the pile of boues, the
goats were reanimated, but one was
ever afterwards lame in a bing Ieg.

There is another legend about
him going to, a place in Jotunheimi,
to get the huge brewing kettie of
the giants. for the gods were hold-
ing a feast with 2Egir, the Sea
Tenipest. Thor aftermany adven-
tures secured the gigantie pot,
clapped it ou bis head, and walked


