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nearer. He says that the officiai stamps (surcharged '<service") were
orderedi, printedi &nd forwarded to Ceylon, but they (lid not corne into ulse
because, in the meantiine, a change in the currencv had taken place-. H-e
goes on to say, " as uqLed specirnens 1iaveý neyer been seen, it is questionab)lc
if tbey ever were ernployed for the purpose intended." The notice in
Lindenibergý_'s handbook gives, it a-, a late rurnor that such starnps were ini
existence, and adds; that " w'at mTas 1)ri.,ted in 1878 is no". new to-dIay." It
rnay be possile that the author otYers this as an excuse for bis want of
knowledge. Perh aps it nuay be accel)ted as su-ch. Thle note in Evans' latest
catalogue states that issue of 1869 vas stiicliaiîgedl service, but it appears
that they neyer were used for their intended purpose.

The evidence is quite conclusive, and I wvas pleased to read the notice in
Peuiberton, which entirely concurs with niv own views, basedl on informa-
tion received through-l my friend froin direct sources, as related alJove.

Except Pemberton, ail others ditVer, éis to the vear of cînission, fromn me.
They give the year as 1869. The question, therefor-e, is: if the starnps hal
been in Ceylon iu 1869, why did thiey n oteoine into use ? On the hand, if
the starnps arrived there nt or before the 'I)eginningr of 1871, what then ?
The change in the correncv frorn nounds, shillings and pence to rupees and
cents occurred in 1871. It is certain frorn this that thev, being of the old
values, rntst have arrived too late to be of ser-vice. Haâ, bowvever, it l4eeiî
deterrnined to use them after the change it would have 'been. necessary to
surcharge thexu wvitli die new vtlues. It is rather surprising that this lbas
nover been dorie, as Ceylon bias .surprised the w'orld by the variety of itq
surcharges of late years.

(To be coii-ttcd.)
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.NORT-IIER-S MUTUAL UNION OSWEGO, N\. Y. S.

T HESE were issu-ed for the convenience of the patrons of the coînpany,
1b ut were evidently neyer used for that purpose, the cornpany haviing(

grone unide':, thcvr wcre sold to the public. To Mr.W. P. Brown, of Ne\v
York City, belongs the hionor of having broughit thein to iight in the early
part of 1887.

In the centre is the numeral value in white, shaded dexter, 7ý m.'s gh
on a ground of raye( l it-work, frained by three cok r ed lines in the forin
of an indented octagron, in a solîd square. A.t the top of the squar- i.s a
white line, and at the side a white vertical line; next to it, on each side, a
band of 19 wvhite pearis on a solid ground (vertical), and owtside of these
a baud of cross colored oblique linens. Over the square, in a solid oblon,
is «' NORT.iFitN," and scrolls to dexter; at top, in white letters, decreasing in
hieigrht to (lexter, and below it "«scr-olls and -MUTUAL" in white letters,
increasing in height to dexter. At the base, on a curved solid tablet, is


