
If lotir te eave the spot wbere Janet baci once
'Ived-as If be almosi hoped te meet the pbautern
O! ber girîbooc inl one 0f those low watem mea-
dIOWS wbere ho wandered iistlessly by the reedy
trout steams.

Belle and Dessie poutcd a lîtule ai tuis deser-
tiy et wonld net complairi. Weme tbey not

fOrtunate lu dear Geoffey's returu ? And if tbey
qutstioed0 or teasod hlm bo might take fligiri

I hope yen are net golng te deseml us te-
IrrOrlrow,"~ saici Belle, on the evening o! bis e-
tulm frornWykbamsten.

ciWby do yen lay sncb a tremeridous stress
Poil te-morrow ?"I asked Geoffrey, witb a

Oorfortable yawn. fHe was stetched on a rutic
beauch outsîde tbe drawirig.moorn windows smok-
Ing, while ihese damsels convemsed wltb hlm
frOrn wîîbîri.

"Rave yen forgotten 7?e
"Forgotten wbat?"I witb anether yawn.

110oW sleepy ibis country air makes crie!"I
IlYes, and how stupid sometimes !"I exclaim-

011 Dossie. 6"Yon rnlghi have remembemed
tilat te-momrow ls the day for Lady Baker's
fite."t

"éAh, le be sure! Shles a very nice old party,
thai Lady Baker o! yeurs. I shall make a pointO! belag lu attendance upon you."1

CHAPTER XII.
TROUBLES THXCKEN.

There was plenty of work for Lucius luhils
SUmery wben be went home, afier inducting

!m Otante's men lu ibeir duties ai Cedar
Ilouse. Theme weme the medicines te ho made
UQi, and te ho taken round te the patients that
hilgbt, by lie leepy boy wbo looked unuttemabl e
lepmcacbesaiat bis rnastem for Ibis uuwonted neg-
lect o! duty.

"'Some o! the places wll be shut, I sbonld
tlhmnky P"ho said witb au lrjurod sir, as hc gonndtnenanseous drug furiously with a atone
Pe3eu0 ;land sorne of the folks gone te bed.1
'We've nover been go late before."1

déI don' t lbink our neigbbonrs bereabouts aretl'e7aOwneci for Ibeir ealy habits," auswered
1IUrS, unabasbed by t is reproof. déIf yout

ndPeople are gene t'bel, you caia briug theq
biledicines homo, and take thein ont again ealy t
tO-raorrow moring. Yen needn't go onknock-

Igand rlnging if yen don't gel answeredb
'qulckly."

déVory well, sir," murmured the boy wltb a
'YWn. "They'l ho up ai ail the publics cf i
0oslse; tberels the liniment fer Mrs. Purdew's
liained wrist, and lhe lotion fer Mrs. Twea-

1her's black oye; and lbeyli be rip aitie but- i
Oher'O, and at the general round the corner,b
Wbere' the cbiidren's dewu wih measies, I dare- i
gay- But I expect te bind the private gentlefolksa
te tobed.1'

"Cive me ibat rirnbarb, and bolci your teugue"$

mediolnes were soon made rip anid dis- el
Patcheci ; and he was on the point o! leaving bis slflrgemY for the nigbt, when ho put bis baud lu
buPcket la searcir o! a key, and found theo Ib011 1, ho haci taken fom Mm. Sivowright's bei- le

"QGOoci eavens!" ho exclimed;; "are mInci l
'nc maemomy faillng me altegether that I conid Iltorget ibis ?)" 

il
1ne belci the bottie beiween hlm anci the fdame w

of the gag. The liquici, whlch bat been clear
%lotgb wbea ho sent l out e! bis surgery, bad ej
IrOW a ligblly cloudeci look. ai

44 Wonder wbetbem I bave auch a lhîng as a ai
't OfeoPper ganse ?9"lho tbought,as ho put down tb

ne ooked lu sevemal srnall drawers in the aitbe On wbich ho mate up bis medicines, and hE
Ol"lY founci the objeci ho sougbî for. Hie pe
liOlled lie medicine mueo a glass vessel anid oi
Il>PIed bIs test. of

1Tie experimeat sbowed hlma that there was br%eunic le the medicine. The quantity was o! il
tàle stnallest, but the poison was Ibeme. He e- de

betdheexprlment, ternake assurance don- enle ueYes, teecudb osbadew of doubi.
4'8Onl bad beer i ntroduceci inte the medicine to
%lOe Il haci loft bis bandei yesierday afiemnoon. wt

hbose was the gnllty baud which bad doue
hi 18blhng f ils vague suspicion amose befome th,

'4 ail ai once in tbe shape o! au awful faci, 1
1kithe borror oe! h almosi paralyseci thongbt. he
'O Cu d bave seemed more socure than ibis th,1

lloe olci man, lyirig ou bis slck beci, ten- bii
d eriy Watcbed by lovlng eyes, minisicreci te by
ttIful bands-guarded, i wonld soom, from tic sta

de lbilty of danger ? Yet even thelre a mur- 4
rer bad penetrateci; and by slow stops, by asl
t4eansgraduai as almosite defy suspicion, 4thtfeebleglife was assailoci. es

*h)Conld the assassin ho but that olci servant I1"th .dt. yfoneSvwigtiuteifo

THE FAVORITE.
oid servant to be an honest man. Rie remem.
bered Mr. Otranto's dictum, se absoiutely ex-
pressed, and siled at the incapacity of a man
wbom the worki deemed possessed of aimost
superbuman POWers,

4,Ycs, the scbeme is transparent. fiebas ad-
mltted the man 1 saw nlght after nlgbt, and bas
doubtiess made away wi th ail that is most vain&.
bic in the collection,.fieknows tbat bis mater's
recovery would be bis ruin, and be mearis to pre-
vent that recovery. fis apparent candor this
moeming was a profound stroke of policy. Hetook aiarm from Wbat I said to bis wife-guessed
that I had seen the entrarice cf bis accomplîce,
and playeci bis cards accordingly. Not ciever
enougb for a thief, did you say, Mr. Otranto?
Wby, bere is a mari clever enough to carry on
sîrnuitaneons robbery anid murder, and yet te,
wear the semblarice ofrnmost consummate inno-
cence. This is evideritîy adevelopment of Intel-
lectuai power among tbe dangerous classes for
wbicb your previous experience bas flot prepa-
red you."l

Lucius laughied the laugb of scori at the
tbought of Mr. Otranto's shortsightedriess.

But what was be, Luclus, te do? That was
the question. fiow was he te avert the danger
frein bis patienit, and yet avoid alarming hlm ?
To do that might be fatal. To tell a mari almost
at Death's door that be had been brougbt te this
pass by a slow peisoner in bis owri household,
would surely be te complete the murder.
Where was the sick man wlth nerves streng
enough te endure sucb a revelation?

déI1must get rid eft bese Wincbers, yet net tell
Mr. Sivewrlght the cause of their dîsmissal,"1
tbougbt Lucius. fiI Cari inverit some plausible
excuse for their dissappearance. Anid wben tbey
are gone-Stay, rnight it not be better te let
them stop, and te keep watch ever my patient
myseif-so close a watcb, that if foui play were
attempted I must dîscever the delinquerit V'

fie meditated upon this question for some
time; now ieaning orie way, new the other.

46No," be decided at last; "imurder shall ne
longer iumk within tbe sbadew 0f those walls !
At any cost I wili get rid ef ihose wretcbes, with
their pretence of lonig service and ildeliiy."1

He tbougbt cf Mrs. Wincber, whom he bad
been bimseif induced te tbInk onie ef the most
weIl-meanîing 0f wemeri, comnpletely devoted
le ber yorirg mlstress, faitbful, affectionate.

ciShe may not knew the extent of ber bus-
band's iniqnity," bhe tbought; for ht was painfuli
te hlm te believe that tbe weman wbo bad
bovered about Love's rosy pathway lke a pro- i
tecting angel was arnong tbe viiesi 0f ber sex.

ciWbat about tbls nlgbt ?" he asked hirnself-
wltb painful anxiety. fie bad left a guard upen
tbe bouse and its treasures, but wbat guard had 1
ire set upen that oid rnan's life ? The doors of Il
the sick roem mlgbt be locked ever so securely,i
and yet tbe assassin rnlgbt enter. Wincher and i
bis accomplice migbt know cf that secret stair- 1case, lu spite o! the oid servant's affectation o! i
entire ignorance; and between tbe secret stair- i
case andi the sick chamber there was oniy a È
aliding panel.

dil1 go back to-night," said Lucius. di 1sbould c
be a dastard if, with my present knowledge, 1 1
eft tbat oid man unprotected. Ill go back, and t
get Inte the garden from tbe creek. I shah fEnd t
the detective on bis beat aitbe back, ne doubt. 1
'I warn hlmi about tbe secret staircase ; 80 that t
no one shail get te Mr. Sivewright's roorn that
way, ai any rate." C
fie lost ne urne ln putting bis resolve inte b

xecutien. It was a few minutes past eleven, t
and the distance te Cedar Honse was about haif 1
an bour's walk. Before midnlgbt be would be i]
bhere.i
Fortune favored bias. Tbe nigbt was dark, çq

ind there was no one te observe bis trespas, aas i
e walked along tbe deserted wharf and step-
ped lightly across the Untenanted barges. From sl
)ne of these ht was easy te gel upon the 10w wail n
) Mr. Sivewrigbt's garden. Hie saw a llgbt in the bi
)rewbouse, wbere be bad found the entrance te al
;e secret stair. The deor was openi, and tbe bi
letectlve was lounging against tbe door-post, di
imoking bis pipe and enjoying tbe night air, a
"iWho's there ?" be demanded In cautious si

ones, as Lucius's iight footstep sounded on the ai
'eedy gravel. ol
49A frlend-Davoren,"1 answered Luciuis, and th

hen teld tbe mari the reason of bis returri.
déThis la a worse case than even I tbougbt it," lth

ie sald. "iThero has been an attempite oPoison
he old gentleman up stairs, as weil as te rob lb
rn2.70 fa
The mari leoked incredulous. Lucius briefly cc
ated bis greund for Ibis statement. Fi
"«There bas been nothing stimring here V he of
sked. wl
diNothing, except the beadles. Tbey're on wJ
tort rations, and Il seems te make 'exu. active, li
re been In and OUt over sirice yen left." Wl
déHas Wiiiober gone te bed ?y? ln
cTwo bours age."p

"-If the man wbo came last night shenld corne
again te-nigbt, be wili try toeuter by that door,"l
said Lucius, pointing te tbe door by whlcb be bad
insu corne ln. "6Leave It open, anid your ligbt
burnlngjust wbereilus. He'llltake that temean
that all's rht, mois likely. But be sure yen
keepin the background yourself tillbe's fairly
inside.'"

"i hope I know my business, sir," replied tbe
detective witb dignity.

Lucius went through the back premîses te the
bail. Tbe doors ln the Iriterior of tbe bouse bad
been left open for the convenlence of the
watcbers. His footateps, cautiously as he trod,
reseurided ou the stene-paved fler; se at tbe
foot of the staîrcase he drew off bis boots, and
went np-statrs noiselessly lu bis stecklngs. fie
thougbt of Mr. Sivewrigbt's complaint of that
mysterîns foot-fail wbich bad dlsturbed his
slnmbers lu tbe deep of nlgbt,-the feotstep of
the toeey assassin. To-nlght he was surely
gnarted. From tbe lower part of tire bouse no
one could approacbhlmir witheut the lcnowledge
of the watcirer lyirig ln wait below.

But how about those upper borna, lu one of
wbose windows he bad seen the llgbt burning
last nlgbt ? Was there not sorne mystemy ibere ?
fie deterrnîned te explore that tepmnost stery,
new, ln tbe darkness of the nlgbt even, rather
tban leave bis doubts unsatisfied.

Valu determînation!1 The door of communi-
cation betweeu the corridor and the upper staîr-
case was lecked. fie tried ht witb a cautions
band, and fouil it flrmly secured against hlm.
Then be remembered bow Luclie had lecked
tbat door and put the key lnnlber pecket afier
tbey carne down-stalrs fmom the loft.

If ibat door bad been locked and the key in
Lucille's possession at nlgbt, bow camne the
llght lu the upper window? That was a new
problem for hlm te solve.

fie cmept aieng the passage, and listened ai
the old rnan's door. He could bear bis patient's
bmeatbiug, labomed but regnlar. There was no
other seund ln the roorn.

Rie walted bore for some trne, listening; but
theme was nothlug save the old mani's breathing1
te dlsturb the stiliness, notbing until from 1
Lucille's roorn there came the souud of a long -
deep slgb-a s1gb fmom a heari sorely oppressed*

That sound smote bis own beart witb urispeak-1
able pain. It betrayed sncb deep nbappliness
-a sorrew wbich could only find vent in the1
dead of the nlgbt, lu deep beart-broken sigbs.

" i hber grandfatber's danger that makes beri
no unbappy ?"l he wondered. "lStrange; for the1
1ld man bas neyer been partlcularîy kind te ber
-bas always kept ber ai arm's lengtb, as h i
were. Yet, I daresay, te ber tender nature the
tbought o! appreacbîng death ls too, terrible.
Sbe cannet face the inevitable dorn; sbe lies
awake and brooda upon the apprcacblng cala-
mity. Poor cbild! if she but knew bow baselesa
bas been ber drearn of a fatber's love, how valnlyr
ber lenderest llngs bave been wasled on awretcb wbo bas net even tbe poor dlaim o! kmn-
ired te ber love !"

For more than an bour he waited, sornetîrnes
onteide bis palient's door, sometimes by
Lucille's; but nothlng happened te alarrn hlm rbhrougboni bis watcb, aud he knew the approacb
to the secret staircase was secureiy guarded.
N0 intruder conld reachi Mr. Sivewrigbî's roomb
bat ulgbl, at any rate,.

Lucius went dewn-stalris at last, and smoked a f
cigar ln the brewbouse wbile the dotective took mi
bis round tbrough ail the lower mrnm. Tins n
ire nlgbt were away, and la the gray dawn o
Lucius once more rnennted the siairs, and paced
be corridor. Agairi ail was silence. This si
[me ho heard ne sigh ftm Lucilie. fis hoart itwas rolieved by the tbougbî thai she was sleep- i
ng peaoefully. fWlth the dawn-Aurora the rosy-flngered
iowlng poerly ai this east-end of Loudon-be qi
rade bis way back by the gardoen wall, the
)arges, and the wbarf, and returned te bis owu Ir
bode, whlcb booked aordid and cbeeriess eneugb ai)enoatb tbe pale ligbt of aewborn day-cold and hitreary and poor, lacklng the picturesquonesa o! hi odge lu the primeval forent, anid but uligbtly birrpasslng it lu luxnry. fie laid blinseif down
ird tried bis bardest to sleep, but lhe tbought a
ifold fiornr Slvewrigbu and bis bidden enerny, ttse domestle polsoner, drove uway slumber.
IlI shahl sleep ne more tlii1 Lave fatbomed hgis rnystery," bhe sald te binseif wearily.
But ai lasi, wben tbe suri was shlning tbrougb piîe poor screen afforded by a calbco bllnd, be did w11l inte a kinri0fsioep, or raiber Ibai feverlsbOudîtion wbIch la netther sleeping nomr wakîing. buom. Ibis state bewoke witb a istat-t.uatkînd tefsbock wbicb jar@ the nerves o! the dreamor erlhen bis vision ends on the brlnk 0f a precipîce,

,ronce lie feels hlmiself descendlng te fatbom- nclas deptba below. fis forebead was damp sa,,lb a nameleas borror; he trernbled as he rose tbibis bed.
It was as If a volce had spoken ln bis ear as ho tùjept. roi

"O«Qed" be crled, "iI arn surelY going mad 1Or bowelsecenéCOld sncb horrible Iogt ne
mytel'nd, m 1d? 0o1 n0t knew ber te be good an(,pue lvng, unselflsb compasslonateAa
wi h the conviction of ber goodesaftmmly roAnd
lu1 ry bear, can i for one m om ent er,-ay,

even tougb circuratances sbuld weav a web
o! proof areund ber, leavlng net one boophole for
escape 71"

fie wrencbed bis tbongbus away from, lbefaatswbici seemed te corideain ibe woman hose deeply loved, and by a great effort ef will dis-
rnised a fancy wbicb seemed the mont- cruel
treason againsi love.

diDoes the evil oeeInspire Our dreamo morne.limes ?"be woudered. "seB vile a lbought couldnover bave eutered rny bead If a voice bad nlotwhispered the haieful suggestion inte my sleep-
ing ear. But there shahl be an end aI once o!suspicion and e! mystery. I will no longer treat
Luclle as a child. I figbteued ber more bymy bluts and suggestions tban I could bavedoue bad I told ber the plain facts. I wiil trust
te ber flrrnness and fortiude, and tell ber ail
wltherit reserve-~the dlscovery o! the attenrpted
poisonlng, the rebbery, the secret outrance of
ibermariI watebed the nlght befome las. I will
trust ber mosi fully."1

This mesolve gave extrerne relief te bis mmnd.Hie dressed burriedly, took a brief breakfast o!bis own preparation, Mrs. Babb the cbarwoman
not yoi baving left ber domnestîc cîrcle te ministerto bis wanta, and ai baif-pasi elgit o'clock !euadbimself once more eniside tbe iron gaie which,sirut lu the chief objeci of bis love. Mms.Wlncber adrniited hlna wltb a solemu andmounful visage.

silI theme anythîng arnis1" asked Luciuas az-
iensly.

4 I don't beieve there'll ever be anything morelu this blessed bouse thai lsri't amnies,"I anmweredMrs. Wiucber obscurely, but wiih a despondent
air thai augnred 111.

diMm. Sivewrigbl la woree, I suppose," maid
Lucius.

ilMm. Sivewrlgbt is m ucb as usuai, grumable,
gmnmble-tbis bore deri't agree wltbhlhm, anidtbat tbere turna sour on bis stomacb, and se on-onougb te worrlt folks inte early graves. Buttheme's a donl more the matior than Ibat Ibismorxnlug."

"lFor fieavon's sake, speak plainly," cried
Lucius impatlently.

idOur raisy [s lu a burning foyer. She washeavy and lolopy-llke ail yesterday afirnoon,
aud ber cbeoks, that bave been as white as acbaney teaplate latierly, was red and bot-look-
ing, and sbe shept beavy and breatbed sirort tuber sleep, for I stood and watcbed ber; andabe moveci about lu a languid way tbat wasn't abii like hem qulck iigbi ways wben attela well.But I tbougbt it was uothink more Iban wbalyen say yonrself yesterday morning-want o!rest I shoulci 'ave ibought you migit 'avenowed @ho was sickening for a foyer," added
Mra Wincber reproacbfully.

ilMisforturie does net always declare Ilsel! selalnly. 1 could see that she was 111, and thatvas all. Qed grant the foyer may net be vsry
nucb, afior ail 11"

"iNet very mncb 1" exciaimeci Mrs, Wlnohor.gWhy, wbien I teok ber a beariY Cap o! te&athaif-pani seven tis morning, whlcb waa as soonas I could get my kittie boiloci, sbe was raviug
ke a iunatic-gohng on about ber faiher, andincb-lke....n a droaciful way, and dldn't reccg-
luse me ne more nor if I'd been a stranger out)f the street."1
This was a bad bearhng; but Lucius bore theiock calmaly enougb. Troubles and pompIez-lies bat maineci thickly upon bIm o! laIe, andàors ln a kinci o! stehclsmn wblcb grows eut o!

smilharlty whbserrow.
"6Taire me te Miss Slvewmigbt's moomi," ho saiciLuickly, diandi let me see wbat ls tire malter."1
I' ve moveci hem ont o! the 11141. dressing-roomite ber own room," said Mrm Wicrber; "imeird my gooci gentleman carrieci the bat wihter ouni while she was asleep. I thougbî askw ht wouldn't do for the olci gentlemnA te bear

ter carrying on uhal wlld."
"lYen wore rigiri enough there. Yet ase wasfaitbful guardlan, and your master la now ha
he power of bis foes."'
"lFues, sir? Wbat foes can h. have ha ibis
iuse?"?
"iTe sme people wbo feunci their way te thelate lu the munîment cliesntrighi binci ieirray te Mr, SilvewrigbtL'a room," saisi Lucius."iLor,atm, how yendo !ighten ens! But wbatarmn eonld eyen thievea and robbers wanî te doa barmIesa old mnan, unlesa ho stooci betweea= and the property ?"

66î won't stop te discuase ual question wltb yonow, Mma Wincirer. I siaillbave soehnig teýy te yen andi your busbauci presenîîy. Haveie detecives gone 711
siYes, sir; but tbey're comîng back the sme
ns te-nighî. Onie o! 'em lefi a bit o! a nioie
Syen. It's ou the kItebAercîleypîece.---l'il
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