
CANADIAN ARCHIVES, ilK

be well, in connection with the topie bet'ore us, to go into some useful
details, if circurnstanfces pernîittcd. The papers mauîf'actured in the
present day arc undoubtedly suiperior to those made twvo or thrc
htîndred years ago. The well kuowvu ivriter Fuller quaintly says,
ecmrplaining of' the preference given to foreigu manufactures: ."lWe
do not enoug-li encourage the nakiug of paper amnougst us ; but, conl-
.iidering the vast surns expeuded iii our land for paper out of Italy,
France and Gerinany, our ltomrc-sp)un paper igh-lt bce found beneficial.
Paper participates, in soine sort, of the characters of the country
whichi inakes it,-the Venetian being neat, subtile and court-like ; the
Frcnchi, liglît, slighit and sicader; 0the Duteli, thick, corpulent and
gross, sucekiug up the iii witi te spougiuess thereof."

But wvhatever may be the relative merits of the papers used at
different periods, the composition of' our inks is inferior to that of oui'
foreflithers. Modern records, ini this respect, do not compare favour-
ably witli those mnade miany hundred years ago. H-aving had occasion,
during the last few years, to inspect written documents, including
sonie despatches prepared in Eugland and sent out to this country,
and other records or copies writteu in~ Canada wvithin the last hundred
years, 1 have beea struck by the indistinctness of many. Some, not
even forty years old, present a pale, faded appearance, olving undoubt-
edly to the use of poor iuk. On the other hand, persons wvho hiave had
an oppr rtunity in London of inspecting some of the ancient Saxon manul-
seripte, and the mouls and records whiehi have been preserved of the
period fromn the year 400 te ftic l2th century, sec that the written
characters are bright and clear, and in tlic finest state of preservation;
wlîile, in tItis respect, there is a great falliug off iii records belonging
te the làth, 16tli and subseqUut centuries. Thiat aucient register 'of
the lands of England, called the IlDoimes-da,ýy Book," prcpared by the
order of William the Conqueror, bears, as the date of its cempletion,
1086. The first volume, a large folio of 382 pages, wmritten in the
same hiand, in double column ou ecdi page, and the second, a quarto
of 450 pages, sigle columu, are both, preserved to this day in their
pristine frtshness, "faim and legible as wvhen first written." Sir Fran-
cis Paigrave, forrnerly tue Deputy-Keeper cf Records, says of Domes-
day Book : "luI early times, precieus as it wvas always deemed,,it
Iloccasionally travelled like other records, to distant parts. Till 1496,
ii %vas tîstially kept with the King's Seal at Westminster, wvitlî other
"valuable records, under three locks and keys, in charge of the audi-
"tor, chamberlains, and deputy-chamberlains of the Exehlequer. lu
"that year it wvas deposited in tlic (hapter-Ilouse at Westminster, in a
"vaulted porchi neyer warmed by fime. From its first deposit i the
"Treasury at Winchester, in flic reign of' tle Couqueror, it neyer feit
"or saiv a lire ; yet, evemy page is bight, sound, and perfect."

It lias been easoniably suggrested tiat the less durable quality of
Modern inks, compared witi "those employe(I in writing- the carlier
records, is dependent on tîte negleet to use, in tlîeir composition, ingre.
dients calculated te resist destruction by ah and moistume. They a-te
the same with respect to certain celeuring matters and gum; but


