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atud romanc. History carefully chironicled every incident of thec great
uundcrtiaking, and cloquent pens have told the thrilling story in cvery
varicty of pictîîrcsque detail. But no note wvas talion of Slebastian
Cabot's voyage, thoughl oit his discoveries England's clainis in flie New,%
World iverc to rcst, and front theiu ivas to flowv the first inipulso
towards colonh'.ation. But for tbis intrepid mariner, the Spaniards
mniglit have miopolized diseovcry in Nçirth as ivell as in South

America, and eicand the English longue iiiighit not have been
spoken over the northern hialt of the continent. Anci yet in the littie
fleet, inanned by surit bold spirits, no one kept a journal, and the
records ive haie of the voyage, written lon- afterwvards, are of' the
most incitgre auid tinsatistitctory description. "The English," sftys
Carlyle, ".are a dumb people. 'fitey eau do great iets, but not deseribc
theni. L:ke the old Romans and some fewv others, their, Epic Poem is
ivritten on tlic earth's surface : England, lier mark !" "Coi-mend
me, to the silent English, to the silent Romans." Witlîout flourish of
trumpets, Sebastian Cabot aud bis English sailors departcd froin
Bristol; but of their diffieulties and trials'in crossing the Atlantic, in
mueli stormier laititudes titan those ina wivih Columnbus's course lay, ive
know nothing. We ouly know that on the 24th day of June, 1497, the
glad cry oft" land ho !" %vas hetard, and that the commander, ingratitude,
named the uewly-discovered headiaud Bona Vista, happy silit, wvhich
Italian designation is still borne by Cape Bonavista and the Bay of the
saine name, on the castern shores of NeNvfoundlan.1 . Cabot brouglit
ait-ny with himn three of the natives, ivhielî were, on bis retura, pre-
sentcdl to the Englishi kingr. It îvoild seera fï'om the further records
eofftie voyage whici ive possess, that lie mnust have pursued a north-
west course until lie rcaclied the coast of Labrador ; then turning
south, he miade the eoast of Nova Scotia, and, it is affirined, sailed
along the Atlantic shore of flic continent as far south as Florida.
Thus Cabot lias the honour of flrst discovering the Continent ef
America, for, at that tirne, onily sonié of the Islands ivere diseovered by
Columibus, and it Nvas net tlt fourteen months aftcrwards that thec
Genoese navigator, %without being ûivare of it, touched. the continent
in the neighbourhood eof Verague and Hlonduras. At the period et
Cabot's diseovcry, Amerigo Vîspucei, whose naine svas te overspread
the New World, liad net made bis first voyage across the Atlantie.
Yfet ne bay, cape or headland reenlîs thc mnemory eof him who flrst
sighted the shores ef Continental America; and England has zaiscd
nso monument te ber intrepid sailor who laid the foundatien ef ber do-
minion in the New Wom-ld. No one knows the resting place et thse
great seaman who did s0 mucli fer Engl,,isis Commerce, and gave te
England hait a continent. The parsimonieus Henry VII rewarded bis
services with a gift et ton pounds; and, as a jst rotribution, the
entry et this item in thec acount ef his privy purse expenses, is still
prcservcd in the archives et te British Mtuseum, thus posting bis
nigardliness for the scorn of' posterity. The entry reterred te is
briet and explicit: "'To hym tlmat found the New Ilie, £10." la tîme
saine record, under date Octobet' 17tb, 1504, the following eccurs:


