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" BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

JUBILEE OF THE BRITISH AND FO-
REIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

The Jubilee Muering in behalf of the Brit-
ish and Foreign Bible Society was held at
Temperance Hall on Wednesday cvening
the 12thinstant,—the Hon. the Cuiur Jus.
T4C8K in the Chair, .

After singing three verses of the Jubilea
Hymn,and prayer by the Rov. M. Fornres.
TER, the business of the gvening commenced
by the following Address from the vencrablo

Chalrmin:= " o

Ladies:.and. Gentlemen,—When I look
& nd me from this Chair, and see &0 many.
Me. bera of this Socioty who'have for years
been its zealous and -able supporters, 1 can-
not-hel}-. aking wiyself, # Why am I scated
hore'?” When your Cominittee waited up-
on'mo to honor me with a réquest to preside
at this meeting, I veminded them shat 1 was
not a Meniber of the Society, and: statéd that
there were many.old and respectable Mem:
bers of the British and Foreipn ‘Bible: Socie-
1y 10 whom that: compliment should be paid
in preference-tome. They replied, that al-
though I:had not heretofore beea ‘a Member,
they' hoped I'should be induced 1o become
one by the perusal of papers which they then
presénted to mic, and were pleascd to add,
that it was their desive upon this interesting.
occasion to seé the Chair filled by a person
of my age and standing m this ccmmu-
ni(y.}g, e ) X

Az they. urged-this request: with scme car<
nestness, I thought it would be untecoming
in mo to_refuss it without taking it into’ zon-
sideration, snd promised ‘to give .them " an
answer on-the following day Afier a day’s
considetation, ‘1 deictminied’ to join the Bi.
ble’&iei'etg; and to comply with.the. request
with whith the Commitiee had honoured me-
of £m5dlng a8 this Jubijee Meeting,

iy, years, o the wajority of thoto-now
before me, doubtlcss appears - long, long
period te look bavk:upons To me ihe re:.
collection: of the circumsiances that attended
the:formation. of (kiin: Society is as vivid as if
it bad been' formed " during the. past: year.
Thewsgontents of it ddvotates ardits oppon-
ments gre still freeh in-my- memory, Lowill:

not ‘@{&ih you by detailing the. arguments strument of spreading’ it abroad 'Little: of 14 the
U same arguments. an opposition to'it now exists. The venera-
e 10 be used for its support, and they  ble and pious Primate of the English Church

thed, used in ite favour,
son(

i

will be ably urged upon you in the course of
the cvening; but not having bien ono of its
early aunporters,‘m justivo to myselfand to ma-
ny worthy and pious persons who also decline
ed supporting it, 1 feel it right to state the
views which were then ‘aker of the proposal
to tarm a coalition of all denominations of
Chyistians to circulate the Bible without note
or comment,

We saw professing Christians so much di-
vided upon many poiutd ot doctrine, that they
would not mect to worship God in. the same
bwlding 3 and it was doubted whether, when
that was the case, they would unite for any
religions objéct,.without: such a compromise
of printiple as would lead to confusion,.in-
difference and infidelity. Our feclings, our -
interests, we may sacrifice if we please, in ore
der.to hivo peaceably with others, but Religi-
ous principles. ave 100 sacred to becowe the
subject of compromise. B

Such were ine conscientious and cautious
views which were taken upon this subject by
most of the Pastors and many of the members

‘ot the Church of England—nor should guch
caution be censurcd. I it may scmetimes

retard the progress of improvement, it often-
or prevents the rash adoption of error.
Mapply, however, experience: bas shown

us that those who profess the. fundamental
truihs of Religion, although differing unon
nunor points, may -safely unite to circulate
the word of God, without entering upon those
-doubtful disputations which the great Ajostle
to the Gentiles deprecates in the 14th chap-
ter of ns Episile 10 the Remans, Ths re-
sult has already been produced by the Biblo
Soviety, and with the Divine Biessing it may
eflect a more intimate union among the mems
bers of the Church of Cbhrist.  Sub-
jectsof the Redeemer’s: Kingdom, ‘Soldiers
aof the -Cress, may continue -to fight -under
the camo Banuer, althouphi they mway not all
wear precisely the same uniform.

 When we Jook back upon the fity years
whith have nearly passed since the origin of’
‘this ‘Society, what wonderinl. progress has
Stience made during that-period. ‘The earth
and \he oveaw:are traversed with. a celerit
which_ it would then bave.been ,deemedmad):
ness to predivt. Blessed:be God, His Word
is advancing with almost equal rapi®ity, and
this Society has been made the honored in-

with many of our Prelates and Clergy, have
not only ceased their o(nosih‘on, but have be-
come its advocates, end 1 Liope that the whole
body of the Church will folluw their example,
—and may this Socicty continie its exertions
until, with the blessings of God upon its a-
bors, the whole earth shall bo filled with the
k]nowledgo of the Lord as the waters cover
the sea.

Tho following Statement.-drawn u}. for
the occasion and read by the Secretary, 8. L.
StitaxzoN, Esquire—was listened to with the
most lively intcrest :—

The Committes of the Nova'Scotia Bible So-
clety, in commemarating this dny the Jubiles .of
the British and Forcign Bible Society, beﬁ leave
to lay befure their patrons and friends the fol-
Jowing statement, .

They would in the first place render their de-
vout acknowledgements to the Almighty Dispo-
ser of all cvents, that He hos in His kind provi-
dence enabled them 19 witness the present joyful
occasion, and they would cordially congratulate
their friends that so greats privilege has been af-
forded them ot taking part in its proceedings.—
The trumpet of Jubiles is now sounding. s
notes cxtend -throughout a great portion of thes
hubitable zlobe~not confined as of yore to a'Ji-
mited territory; it now proclaima its glad vidings
to myriuds-of every nution and climp, of eye
language and hue. "It nticrs no uncettain sonnd,
for it hieralds the glorious libérty which all may
enjoy who embrace the truths containéd 1 that
blesscd book, which it is the high voraiion of the
,Bib{?! Society to digseminate” throughout the -
world. . . oo ’

On this.day of Jubilee then, when 4o many
hearts are united in ascriptions of ‘praise.to the
Giver oficvery good: and -perfect gift, for the
blessinug - conferred by Him upon the human
race, througly the instrumentality of the Britisk
and Foreign Bihle Society; and its kindred asso-
ciutions, your ¢ ommittee deem ‘it apgropril_h
to the occasion, to adsedt briefly to the history of
the parent tociety, hefore they proceed ‘to refer
particularly to the action of vur.own Aunxiliary.

The British and Foreign Bible Socieghcom-
-menced its existence in the year 1804, ¢ jm-
mediste- couse of its origination- was the ‘great’
destitution of the Scriptures which preveiled ia’
the Principality of Wules, ' So grievous had this
become that at last it was brovght 10 the notice
of the Religious Tract:Bociety, ‘st one of lis
mectings by the.-Rev; J. Chatles, of Bals, who
had been deeply impreseed with the necessity of
sdo ting mesnsares of relief. When. appesiin

Tract Society; the thought was suggos!

==may we not:truly say by:the'Holy" Spiritte” °
the lav. J. Hughos, one of sho parties. pressnt
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