
Augrustine Birrel 6

For Emerson, Birreil lias no grreat lhking. Carlyle, wviLl
luis clear, straighlt-forward way of~ saying wlhat lie wanted to
say, is inuch more to his inid. This is wlhat lie has to say of
iii: " Attracted toward Emerson everybody must be, but

there are xnany who have nover beexi able to get quit of an
uneasy fear as to his stayingl, powver. Hie lias seemed to some
of us a littie thin and vague." H1e hiardly succeeds iii inspir-
ingr confidence in ixinself as a great author, but is " more
lilce a elever invalid whio says, and is encouraged by biis
friends to say,brilliant thiingrs, but of wbmit would be cruel
to expeet Drolonged mental exercise."

Lu the year 1887 Birreil publislied hiis longrest piece of
work-the I'Life of Charlotte Brontë." J. A. -Noble, speak-
ingr of it in the Acadeniiiciani,says thiat it"- contains littie mat-
ter for discussion and inuchi for eiijoymen t." Reading it, wve
can but agiée w'ithi this. Lt is a charmin-, conibixiation of
biograpliy and literary criticismi, both w'ritten cunningly by a
mil Who knows. The writer shiows in it gyoodl narrative
power, a w'ise sense of p)roportion: and an insighit into thie in-
fluence o? Mie events of Mie authioress's life on bier own char-
acter an(] on bier nordls. On tiinishingr it, onie cannot hielp
hiopingr that Birreil Nvill soon agrain turn Ilis attention to

I 893 saw thme publication of another collection of lectures
and papers under tbe tithe of "13Res Judicatýt-." Titis mnighlt
make us expect soitetlingi very different frontî Birrell's carlier
writings, somecthingy even solenit and beavy, but apart fron
the fact tliat sotte of the essays are long-tbat is, long for
Biri:ell-vou soon discover thiat you have met your old friend
agrain ; thiat von have beemi ushiere'J into his study just as be-
fore, whiere lie g-reets -,ou in Ibis former hetarty Way *gIves you
an easy chair, there: ini that cosy corner, wlîere you miay wvatelh
the slanting rays o? the af ternoon sun stcahing lui throughi the
littie stained-glass wirdow, and touchingr tie conifortable
backs o? those calf-bound volumes iii the bookease opposite
you, fron vhic lie takzes once very now and then, to turn up
a favourite passage or illustrate some point.


