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THE RESOURCLES OF BRITISII COLUMNRIA.

wood supplies of Kootenay for the country east of the
Tockies,
VANCOUVER ISLAND.

Vaneouver Island, the westernmost portion of the
Provinee, is reached ina few hours by steam boat
from the present end of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. The climate, with some insular peenliarities,
generally resembles that of the last named district of
New Westminster. It is serene, charming and very
healthful.  The island seenery is everywhere beauti-
ful. Its swface is hilly and in some parts mountain-
cus. The comparatively low rolling land is chiefly
on the east coast, along a portion of which a railway
is now being made. There ave five inlets and har-
bors, but no rivers navigable for steamboats. The
soil, in general, is very fertile for eereals, roots and
fruit. Al animals thrive well on the natritious
grasses. Tt is unnccessary to speak of the bounty of
nature in bestowing on this favored island ample sup-
plies of the best coal that has been found in this part of
the world.  Ironand copper exist on Vanconver and
some of its ontlying islands.  The color of gold is found
everywhere, and payving gold diggings have been
worked, but none have been discovered lately. The
whole coast swarms with many kinds of food-fishes and
also oil fishes and the hunting of the fur seal is a very
important. industry.  The sheltered inner waters, full
of coves and harbors, favor the work of the fisher-
man.  The capital of the Pro:ince and the Imperial
Navai Station are in Vancouver Island. The farm-
ing produce of the island will, in all probability, be
required for the coast demand. but lumber, fish and
fish products, peltry and fruit may be sent cast by
railway.

All the above districts along the raillway are at-
tractive to the intending resident as well as to the
towist and the sportsman.  Lumbermen especially
should give attention to the forest region of Kootenay
without delay, as wood supplies will be required by
the country east of the Rocky Mountains as soon as
the railway is able to covey them, and Kootenay is
the nearest place of supply within British Columbia.

ovn CITIES.

We give our readers elsewhere a general view of
the probable trade effeet of the opening of the rail-
way on the mainland which will take place about
this time next year. In that forccast we do not
mention the cffeet upon our existing citics, or in
creating new cities, but we shall now briefly advert to
this subject as it is one of some interest.  Our people
have not suffered much from the townsite manin,
having had before them the somewhat dolefal ex-
perience of sufferers east of the Rocky mountains and
as the nature of the surface of the Province pre-
scribes lines of travel and traffic, and in some degree
also the location of cities. It will not be so much in

the poner of the Canadian Pacific railway company
in this Provinee as elsewhere, to make or to unmaie
eities.  The  principal existing  cities  will hold
their own. It may be said, generally, that the whole
business of the provinee will, in its divisions acead
with the physieal divisions of its territory, nameiy,
the coast and the interior.  Hitherto, the whole
Provinee has been supplied with imported articles
from the coast centres of distmibution. In futur,
many artieles required for the interior will be brought
from the cast by railwny and will be distribute
before reaching the coast.  This will diminish t
some extent, the trade of the coast towns, but not s
as to affect them much. It is likely that Vietori
will continue to be the chief city on the coast, both
for residence and trade, and it also will have a far
share of whatever business may still be done with
the interior from the coast. Its ¢ -ographical vosi
tion, its solid progess, the coneentration of commer
cial and official interests, its residential attractions,
secure 1t future. Two transcontinental lines, with
termini brought close to Vietoria by daily steamboat,
across a sheltered gulf will compete to serve it.  The
principal population is on the const, and as the cox
becomes mportant, Victoria will grow proportion.
ately. There is not likely to be any reaily competing
city actually on the seaboard, or indeed any city af
all, except Nanaimo.

This latter city may look with equal confiden
to the future. Her prosperity vests upon a solil
basis —that of coal production and export.  Additiow
ally, Nanaimo will have a fair share of the generd
trade of the coast. The railway between Nauaime
and Victoria will benefit them both.  New Westmiv
ster, also , will fully hold her own, and grow heaithil
with the productive district in which she is placd
The cxtoasive tarming, salmon canning and Iumber
ing industries of the neighborhood, as well as the de
veloping business on o portion of the coast. will cor
tribute to the growth of New Westminster and sceur
her prosperity.  As regards Burrard Iulet, it isux
easy to forecast precisely the future of that sectiv
but we do not think that anything will take pla
there, to affeet seriously the position of any of the
three above-named cities.  There is no probable s
velopment, agricultural, mining or commercial in ax
part of the country, or as a whole, sufficient to cres
a large city, in addition to those that exist.
there may be, on some parts of the shore of Burm
Inlet or its neighborhood, @ place or town of e
siderable importance, such as the adjuncts of the te
minus of a transcontinental railway will form. Ths
probably, will cover a large space, and have no suw
population. There will be a mutually beneficial 2
iiun and re-action between it and New Westmin's
As regards the interior, or rather the southern i
terior, "though which the railway passes—we me
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the region between Yale and the Rocky Mountain




