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ives!" but we needed no sdich orders, whilst
leflukes of the whalo were cutting theircapers
tund our heads; we therofore backed water
2 good earnest, and it was with the utmost
azrd of lifo, that we escaped so dangerous a
roxinlity.
"lThere sho starts ahead ! Take another

sut around the loggerhtead."
"lAye, oye, Sir.".
"Hurrah! for a Nantucket sleigh, ride V'
ed our men, as withi the rapidity of lightning

ur frail bark sped through the water, noîv

g, surge, now lifting herself Cenr on the top-
ast wave, eending tho spray aound and be-
id her. The whale ivas going to windward;,
twas uscless to look in that direction, for the
apidity and force with wvhich we went, 1 ter-
lly sent the breath once exhalcd back again
to out bodies- wewere compelled to turn otîr
ackes on tho huge spocimen of aquatic royalty
owhich. %«e were attached, and face ta lee-[ ard.

"Thoro le slackens; there he heaves up."
"Haut in on him, my lads. We'll give him

telste of cold steel."I"The %vhale is making for the boutts, Sir,"
iclaimed ane of thie nen.
" Slack line-stern mon; stern for your

.ives." My G-d he'll stave us!" Scarcely
Nero these words uttered, when thora came a
,asb, and away fletv the boat, shattered to
ileces front the violence of the concussion;
ind so sudden was the stroko of this huge
onstor, that scarcely a mon in theboat know
bhat had happened 'tilt ho found hinself ini
le water amongst broken pieces of timber,
DOe tub, oars, etc. There we lay, with nothing
ntween us and dealli but an ont opiece, a poor
dbstitute; but a drc>wning man will catch et
straw, and we hugged tha oars dloser ta us
ith the feint hope thait thcy wauld buoy us

Mp 'tilt assistance reached us; the. first mate

tW as about twvo miles to leeward, uncansciaus
i our situation; and as it wos blowing very
trang, tbore was quito a high 2eon, sa tha,. ho

uId not dishinctly sac us et that distance, and
e ship ivas still farther off, about tl.ree mniles

und ahalf-moving slowly along, closod houled
on a wind, as if in anockery of our situation.-
She had ber ponant displayed at the mizea-
peak.

The whalc, as soon as ho hed stavo us, dis-
30peared, carrying away tho lino with himn;
1 id wo considered it a rnorcy that wo had
Lscapcd so imminent a parid.

But though wc had beau miraculously pro-

servcd, wve were etill in a very critical and
dangerous position. 1-ope almnost beao to
dosort us, îvhen one of the mon exclainned ivitît
a cry ofjoy, IlThoy sec uis! Look, thoy ara
hauling, aback !" Who cati tell tho ploasure
ivhich thrillod throughi aur voîns 1 But alas!.
it soon subsided, when we considored the groat
distance of tho boat, and aur feebloness and
exhaustion, it made doubtful whether we couild
keep our present situation 'til! assistance would
arrive. But we knov fot îvhat ive can do,
'tilt danger, with aIl ius fearfül reabities, 8tareq
us in the face.

The tiret mote had killed hie whalo, and per-
coivingr the mavements of the ship, and also
thot her colours wore hoisteé half-most, was
foarful somoething liad gane wrang, and on
looking to windword and seoing nothingof the
b:ýat, his fears, as he afterwardseaffirmed, ve-ro
dreadful!y awakened, and ho inamediately put
his boat about and pulled la the direction he
had last sean lier.

Oh! what n joyful sight it was when wo
first caught a glinapse of the boot ; rapidly she
nearcd lis; tho brave fellows in ber, with Choir
hair stroaming in the wind, and their shirt col-
lorts thrown bock froni thoirbreasts and nooksI
ivere bending and straining cvery nerve; tho
mote Nras encouraging tbemkl but tbey noodod
it not-ihoe boat noarly rose cloar of thewater,
such was tho force îvith ivhich they prapolled
lier.

The boat was rapidly nearing us; whien one
of the mon, from sheer exhaustion, ivas unable
ta hold on any longer, ho theroforo reloxed bis
grasp and at once disappeared. The bravo
fellow who wos stationed in the boive of te
boat ta pravent ber gaing over us, îmmediteo-
ly sprung overboard ta tbe rescue of bis help-
less comrade, and rose ta the surface, holding
by the hair of bis hoad, the 00W sonselessi mon.
Assistance soon reached us, and we wore al
picked up, and stowed safely ia the hottom of
tho boai, tho head of which was nOW iurned
towards <hoship. 1< waothon that <hearorse
three deaféning cheers froni aur noble pro-
servers! nnd scarcely bad we proccoadod twenty
yards fromn the scene of our danger, when tho
fins of the sharks mode their oppearance obovo
tho surface of tho -ivator, no daubt aturactedby
the hlood from tho whalc, with which tho
ivator was tingcd.

Wo pullcd towards thadead wbole, ta whi'h
having attached a warp, we took in <0w, jusi
as tho ather boat came up, and the lively 1afly
ho came front<he .ungs af a daon as nnerry


