
185]THE SUN IS BLUE.

THE SUN IS BLUVE.

T}ERE is, we miay remember, a passage in which Plato in-
T1quires wvhat would. be the thoughits of a man who, having
lived from infancy under the roof of a cavern, whiere the ligit.
outside wvas inferred only by its shiadows, was broug,,ht for the
first time into the full spiendors of the sun. We inay have
enjoyed the nietaphor without thinikingr thiat it bias any physi-
cal application to ourselves, who appear to have no roof over
our heads, andi to see the sun's, face daily ; while the f act is,
that if we do not see that we have a roof over our heads in oir-
atrnospliere, and do not think of it as one, it is because it seems
so transparent and colorless.

Now, I wish to ask your attention to considerations in
some degyree novel, whicli appear to me to show that it is not
transparent, as it appears, ancd that this seemiing colorlessness
is a sort of delusion of our senses, owingr to whicb we have
neyer in ail our lives seen the true color of the sun, whichi is in
reality blue rather than white, as it looks; so that this air al
about and above us is actingy likze ïa colored grlass roof over our
heads, or a sort of optical sieve, hiolding back the ex.-cess of blue in
the original sunflighlt, and letting only the white sift down to us.
I will lirst ask youi, then, to consider that this seeming, color-
lessness of the air may be a delusion of our senses, due to habit,,
wbich lias neyer given ris anything else to compare it with.

If that cave had been lit by sunshine coming through a red-
disb glass in its roof, would the perpetual dweller in it ever
have had an idea but that the sun was red? How is hie to
know that the glass is "ceolored," if lie bias, neyer in bis life any-
tbing to compare it wi-th ? How can hie have any idea but that
this is the sum of all the sun's radiations (corresponding to, our
idea of wbite or colorless light)? Will iiot the habit of bis life,
confirm bim in tbhe idea that the sun is, red? anci w'ill hie not.
tbink that there is no color in the glass, so l ong ashle cannot
go outside to see ? lias this any suggciestion for us, who have
none of us ever been outside our crystal roof to see ? We mnust,
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