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EXTRAORDINAUY FINGER-NAILS.
This picture, which lias been kindly loaned

by Th&e Faithful Witness, is not a fancy one,
but la from real life. The dude in Canada is
known soinetimes by a very long coat or a
v.iy hlgh collar, or a very large lieaded cane.
In Chia and Indo-China, Siam, Auiam, and
Oochln China, one mark of the dude, or would-
be ân.e gentleman, is long finger-nails.

Wouldn't we like to be near -%v'th a pair of
sharpscissors I Wliatfunitwouldble te sxip
themn off!i

Frequently these nails grow two or three
luches long, and as they grow out aud bend
and twist, tbey look like claws. It is said
bliat sometinmes a Cochiu-t;hina dandy may

bc seen wvhose nails mneasure from one to two
feet (1), and instead of bcing laughcd at, as
the dude's peculiar doings and dressings are
witli us, an extraord inary growvth of linger.
nail is looked upon lin Indo-China as great
personal accornplishmexit, anid a sign of high
social position.

Howv absurd it would look to see a maxi
strutting along, looking dlown wvith disdaixi
upon others around hirn, simply becaus4e he
hiad finger-nails or clawvs at foot long, and fan-
cied hnself sornebody. Perliaps they are a
sign that lie does not have to work, for hie
could scarce!y do anything with suchi finger-
nails but takec care of them and keep thein
froin beig brokzex; and perliaps lie is proud
because lie eau live lu idleness and hiave others
wait on him. In that case lie is about as sen-
sible as thiose amiong oux-scîves who think that
becaube they can wear fine clothes or hiave
white soft bands, they are better than other
people whose clothes are coarser and whiose
hands are lbarder witli wvork.

If the finger nails are no good to any one
else, they inay be of somne service to oui-selves.
They niay u ach usa lesson. They show us how
sIlly are a greait niany of the reasons wvhy meni
thiink themselves better than others. Boys
and girls, whio, because they live lu a bigger
house, have riclier parents, have less work te
do, wear fluer clothes, and think themselves
better on that account, arejust as sensible, or
silly, as the (Inde of Indo-China, ýwho thinks
the sanie thing on account of Iiis long fixiger-
nails; anid w.e naylearn froni hlm hlov foolisli
are these other things among ourselves.

A BOY'S I>LEIGE.
1 pledge iny brain God's thioughts- to think;
My lips no lire or foani to drink
From alcoholie cup; nor link
With my pure breath t'>b)aeco's taint.

For have 1 not a ri-lht to lie
As wliolesonie and as pure as she
Who, through the years so glad and fi-ce,
Moves gent ly ounvard te rncet nie î
A knight of the new chivalry
0f Christ and tenîperance I %voul d bp,
In nincteen hundred; corne and sexe.

1895


