_THE BEE.

INFORMATION FOR TIIE PEOPLE.

THE HISTORY OF MANKIND.
INTRODUCTION,

1If the history of one man, whose life has
beea divorsified by adventures, be 1ateresting
to Ins fellow men, how mnuch more interesting
wust be the history of the whole human race,
viewed as the collective members of one fami-
ly, the branches of which have extended thro’
all the regions of the globel By ancient re-
cords, by monuments that huve been preserved
through the revolutions of ages, and by nu-
mcrous vther kinds of evidence, we are ena-
bled to Jook back through the midst of time
to that remote periud, when this world was in
its infancy, nnd when man had only just gone
forth, like a labourer at day-break to commence
his arduous palgrimage. At lrst we bohold
Litm, an solined bemng, standieg alone on the
yetunpeopled carth; then we find him increase
and muluply Ins species, buld cuies, invent
arts, aud disperse mto difirent and far distant
countries, where hoth s budy and mind be-
come assinmlated to the most opposite extremes
of cimate At every step of his pragress, we
obserie s character mudified or changed,
by the efleets of external circumstances aper-
ating upon the peculiar pliability of his na-
wre.  In one position, we find e degraded
to the condition of asavage; he lives naked
10 the forests; his fuod cunsiats only of the
routs and herbs which grow wild in the ficlds;
hus tume is past in the repose of sloth-like in-
dolence ; ur his actions are wild, ficree, and
brutal, prompted by the darhest and the most
unhalluwed passions that can rend the human
heart.  Inanother, weobserve him surround-
cd by all the glowing luxuries of civilization;
Ins person s swarthed in gorgeous silks and
golden tissues; his steps rest only on the soft-
st carpets; lus bed s swelled with lixariant
down; s table loaded with all the deheacies
which the animal or vegetable creation can
provide; heis:atended by a retinue of lis fel-
Juw-creatures, habiied as beings of un inferior
order, he kas Leen born o fortane, and is,
perhaps, the envied scion of royalty! But,
mstead of tuking vither of these extremes, let
us look into the origin and history of nations;
let us view man as he existed in ages far re-
mote, and as he sull exists i all regions of
thevorld. Surely it wall afford us no ordinary
interest and pleasure thas to trace the stream
of our existence, through all its deviations,
down from its fountain heud. It we could
read the bistory of our own race aright, how
much wonlil 1t contnibuie to our own happiness!
for every condition in which man may be found
must suggest its own wmoral. ¥ere do we sec
how energy, aclinty and mdustry have deliv-
ared himm trom the miseries of savage life, and
surrounded him by all the comforts that are
required to redress his wants and satisfy his
desires: there do we observe how misgovern.
went may enthral the mast civilized society
with slavery, and how b v 2 ay undernine
the stability of the prondest empire. In the
one instance, we read the lesson wluch skonld
urge us to subdue and govern our own individ-
ual passions; in the other, we observe the clu-
cidation of these political principles which can
alone livk nation to nation in the bouds of
peace and fricadship.

ORIGIN OF MAN.

That man did not exist from all eternity, but
was created, 15 olnious 3 for we see that na-
tions erease according to a certain rate of
progresson; so that the further we recede in
onr calculattons, the more we must reduce the
existing number of nhabntants, untid we rench
a penad when ouly a single fanuly could have
existed. But thisis notall: a more conclusive
proof remans, which s, us 1t were, lettered

in the structure of the globe itself. 'We find
that this carth is coustructed of numerous
rocks and soils, laid in regular succession, one
above the other—the lowest being tho most
simple, and the oldest; the highest the most
complete, and the raost recent.  We observe,
iu lilke manoer, that there are va,‘ous grada-
tions of living beings—plauts constituting the
lowest, man the highest link in the chaing be-
tween which exteemes, we find fishes, reptiles,
birds, and quadrupeds. Now, when the struc-
ture of the globe is examined, it appears to
have undergone prodigious revolutions, all of
which have been more or less destructive to the
beings then in existence. We first find rocks,
wherein no remains of plants or animals are
found. We next find another series, wher2
the remains of plants and the simplest kind of
animals abound; then we excavaie the bones
of yeptiles, birds, and numerous uadrupeds,
cach in successive strata; yei the remains of
man we do not discover. Atthe prescut time,
caves are continvally opened, which appear to
have Leen the abodes of wild and savage
beasts, proving that when they prowled abroad,
mavkind were too few in number to subduc
them.  Animals multiply quicker {generally
epeaking) than the human specics, and before
the flood, whieh imbedded their remains, they
wandered far into the woods extending their
doainion over the greater part of the uninha-
bited world, while the human race, few in numn-
ber, was confined to a single region. Since,
ther, amidst the vestiges of those grem
revolutions which have oeccurred in the globe
itself, we do not find the bones of man, but
only the remains of inferior annnals, it is evi-
dent that only few of the human species could
have existed when these catastrophes took
place ; therefore, the multiplication of man-
kind must be, (comparatively speaking) very
reeent; but let not this be misunderstoad, for
all we mean by recent, is, that, in the sight of
eternity, three or four thousand years are but
asa day, or as a wave in the bosom of a pas-
sing stream.

Accordingly, there was a time when man
first began to exist. that he did not create
himeself, is obvious; therefore he must have
been created. The tales of the gravest philo-
sophers on this subject rival in extravagance
the most Iudicrous mursery stories that ever
beguiled the car of childhoed.  But it isunune-
cessary to enter into these absurdities ; it only
remains for us to ask ourselves—by whatkind
of evidenceare we to explain the origin of man?

When we examine the human body, we find
it composed of mauy parts,all of wlich har-
monize together for the production of a certain
system, exactly as ihe stars we see in heaven,
by their mutual relations, compose the system
of the universe.  But no examination of the
human body can clucidate its origin. The
anatomist may unravel its most iutricate
wachinery, and lay bare, with his dissecting-
wmfe, the course of the minutest nerves—the
sy siologist may explain how the structure of
the eye may be ndapted to the sense of sight,
and how every organ has a structure appro-
priate to its particular use—the chiemist, when
death has sealed down the eyelids, aund the vi-
tal sparited has departed, may, in his turn, an-
alyze and explain the principles which com-
posed the decaying frame~but not all their
combined sagacity can approach even to the
remotest explanation of how these elements
could so arrange themselves ag to praduce an
organization sa complete and so perfect, that
its contemplation alone eanuot failto humble
the pride of the most darmg philesophy.
Since, then, no effort of ingenuity can eolve

we can have recourse—it is the cvideuce of
History.

‘T'he most ancient history in cxistence was
discovered about the fifteenth or sixteenth cen-
tury before the birth of Chnst,and s thuy de-
scribed by Sir Willimm Jones,whose kuowledge
of eastern language, & extensive erudition, nie
of the highest character:—* T'he oldest conpo-
sition,” says he “perhapsan the world, 1sa work
in the Iebrew, which we may suppose at first,
for the suke of argumient to have no ligher
authority than any other work of equal antie
quuty that the researches of the curious had
accidentally brought to light; it is ascribed to
Musan, for so be writes lus own name, which,
after the Grecks and Romaus, we have chang-
ed into Moses.  After describing, with awful
soletniity, the creation of the universe, he
asserts thatone puir of every animal specivs,
was called {rom nothing into existence ; that
the human pair were strong enough to be hap-
py, but free to be miserable; that, from delu.
ston aud temerny, they disobeyed the Supreme
Benefuctor, whuse guudness could not pardon
them, consistently with Ius justice; and that
they received a pumishment adequate 1o therr
disubedience, but softened by a inysterious
prounse, to be accompiishedn their descend-
ants.”

Trusting, then to this historical testimony
—which can only gmde us through this and
other perplexing mysteries—we nmust come to
the conclusion that man was formed by a Cre-
ator; and although it is not necessary for usto
advaace any further proofs 1w support of tlis
belicf, we may observe, that, notwithstanding
thng account is handed down by tradition, yet
the events which took place before the deluge
have been transimtied to us almost as directly
as any of those which took pliace after that
epoch. This was accasioned by the very
areatlongevity of the patriarchs. Noah lived
some hundred years with thousands of per-
sons who had conversed with Adam; and
Abraham lived with Shem, the son of Noah;
so that from the time of Adam to that of
Abraham was comparatively no greater a
length, even for tradititan, than from our fath-
er’s grandfather to ourselives.

The birth-place of man—or that region of
the world in which he was created—has at-
tracted much notice; and, independently of
all higher authority, natural historians have
come to the conclusion that both men and ani-
mals origially mmgrated from Asia. Theil-
lustrious naturalist Linnweus says, “that the hill
of creation” exXists in pature not only as a
single acclivity, but as an extensive amphi-
theatre—a constellation of mountains, the
arms of which stretchout into various climates.
In the early history of the world, while other
parts of the earth were covered with water,
or presented only a dreary surface of bogs
and morasses, the bigh land of Asia was al-
ready crowned with forests, and aboundrd
with multitudes of animals, which have since
dispersed themselves into every latitude of the
globe. Ilere roamed in freedom the wild ox
or bufiulo, the musimon (whence is derived our
common sheepj,the camel,the wild cat (from
which our domcstie cat is sprung), the jackall,
which (by intermixture with the wolf, and
even, as some suppose, with the hyena) origi-
nuted our domestic dog; the rein-decr, the
sagacions clephaut, the cunning ape.  ere,
ton, the grape, olive, pomegranate, orange,
and all the most luxuriant fruits, grew wild.
in many places even the corn grew sponta-
neously. In this delightful region was man
created 3 here did our first parents enjoy the
brief sunshine of primeval innocence; here

tlis mystery, nor any examination of the body | all was happiness, untill their disvbedience to

itself affurd us the slightcst nssistance, there | Heaven’s high decree *¢brought denth into
is unly one other kind of cvidence to which | the world, and all our woe;” then were they



