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THE COTTON INDUSTRY.

lIl L.E the domînestic cotton indistry is thriving it is also
crealting a good deal of colmimendatory and adverse criti-

cisi. The latest criticisns are lere preselted, and will

bc fouind w orthy of perusal, but mutist be taken for what they are
worth.

Tlie Toronlto mianiltfacturers of ladies' uncerwear called uipon

hie mltinisters whben in titis city for the purpose of testifying to the

importance of their comparative new industry, and to ask reduc

tion of duty on ttheir raw material. Three bouses werc repre

sented hy R. Il. Gray. A. W. Mien and J. W. Gale, which

etiploy oo iands. They are not satistied with tie tariff.

They reccive 35 per cent. protection npoin their finishted product.

On the other hand, they pay 3o per cent. tipon emiroidery,
whicli is a 'cry important item of their raw miaterial, while the

cotton which is uised in the mantîufacture of their garments is lte

tinislied producits of highly protected cotton iii'lls. This being

the case, they claim tilat they have a right to be protected from

Englisl ulderwear timanufacturers, wlo pay 110 duties on their

embroidcery and cati buy tlcir cotton clicaper. 'l'le 3o pier cent.

duty', tey told the ministers, is too high, and should be redtuced

to 2o per cent. They also agreed with the dry goods importers

that the cotton duîties are too high, that the speciflie duties

shouild be abolishedt for a 2o per cent. ad valoreni rate. 'l'île

mlianîufacturers say that tlcir 35 pCr ceIt. proteciOti protects

tiei against American competition, because the duties over

there air liigher tIan here. But the EnIglislh manufacturer, with

inîtaedc emubrotilery aid chîeap cotton. can mnake goods whicl,
alter pay-ing ite (anadian dut>, can coipete vith Canadian
made goods as to price. So far, lowever, dit Caadiaimiianu
factturers have becn able to develop the trade with the liellp of

tie 33 pier cent. b more successfutl styles anîd patterns of gar-

tiients.

NIr. A. F. Gault, presidenît of tie Dominion Cotton l ills
comlîpany. writes denyiig the newspaper report that lie

stated at tIe annuial meeting that, EveI if the governient
siouild conte back to the tariff whiclh wvas in force during the

Mackenzie regime, thte company would be in a position to comîî

pete with the whole world, niot eveii cweptimg England." le
savs tait tiis staîcîtemenut. whici wvas attribuiàted to iim regardinig
possile tariff ha igts' mi imitich at variance nith his well.knowi

opinion that lie feels it niecessary to iîake a correction, and tuait
whiat lie really did say w'a - A good deal of agitation has Ieen

goiig on in and oui of parliancit with regard to tariff reforti,
whici wolild probab'ly l'be viewed by miany of our shareholders
with soiie apprelieision, buit i Iave reasou to believe that no
govermilent woutd allow any ver> large redictions 'o take place
or doi any>tliiig to jeoparlize ai industry that iad given such

p)rtitabe- employment to %o many of our working-people . there

would, dotItless, he soiiie cianîge, but it w.as hopid tih'ey would
le of such a liglt nature dhat tis compaiv wuld be able to go
on as leretofore, paying its usual quarterily dividends." Mr.
Gault also adds ihat certailn of tle figures givel with respccb Io
the poîsitioin of the compaiy are inaccurate, but lie does îlot
imake aiy correction iii that regard.

We bade had a good deal to say (u:rng the past few n:

regarding the s>ndicate w hiich ha1e taken over ithe ctatt"n fac.
tories of C(anada, says the Textile Nlcrcury (Alanchetcr),
and, following the lead thus set, other authorities have
discussed the snbject, so that the trade in t' country is pretty

wvell posted as to the real condition of the industry. L'nfl'ortun-
ately, however, ncwspaper comments, which, ii connection with
such muatter, appear to be imseparably connected with the pui.

lication of anv news which may be used as a text for the dis.

seminiation of dit doctrines of a certain seiool of polltical econd
mists, have given rise in this district to a widely-spread, thougl
erroncous, inpression. In other words, a contemporarv, basing

its views pirely on theory, witl no knowledge of the practice
followed in this particular case, has infornied its reader, that
Donuionîo buyers are likely t make larger purchases thai tsual
this scason, as " prices" (to quote a view expressed to us ont

h'lursdlay) " have becen forced to an artificial level by those wlo

control dit corner.'" " This,"says, in effeci, one of hIe 'auth-
orties ' quîoted, " is wlat iay be expected whenever an mîîdustrV

is controlled by a combination owing its e.istence to the pre-
valence of protectionist ideas." As a matter of fact - anid e
givc the iniforiation as news, and as nothing more-the com.

bination lias kept prices down to a very low level. Its managers
are men of experience, whose ideas on such natters art: based
ipon kiowledge extending over a wide period. ''lhe %isits of
hie huyers referred to are not duce to a feeling of fear on tie part

of Montreal antid Toronto houses that the " corner " is going be

yond proper limits. but to the confidence engendered iv the fact

that a large influx of buyers tiroigliout lritish North .\merica
may bex expected afier the opeiing of the \\'orld's Fair. The

lists wc have published fromu time to time show that the munmber
of Canadian buvers lere this season is above the average.

The Canadiai cotton sviclîcate is divided aimîoigst two orgami-
zations, to outsiders itdependent of each other, but really work-

ng togetlier. S:eaking broadly, one set ima> be said to lae
taken over ite plain trade, while the second half of the sndi.
cate controls mils which are engaged Ii lte productioI of
colored goods. Certain branches of ite .\anchester trade have
been injuriously affected by the growth of the Canadian cotton

industry. L.ow ticks and prints, for instance, are now produccd
e.tensiv'ely on tIe other side, but for new' designs Canadian

buyers still patronise the English market. 'Tlie nmber of c-ilico.

i.. toiîg mathines in ite Dominion ib \er> limitecd, and t lia ure

nim chielly on "bread-anid-butter " styles. A coi... h ton-

paraîtiely small population affords %er> little enctouragtnt toi lu

tahto.prmters who wshlî to intru Ie ne" designs, as tit. runs'
on a nos clty imi.,t of necessity be limîîited. This is t le t.t n ith
Cainada.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR A SALESMAN.

Jolhi anamaker addressed hie travellers' club in lliilail-
phia retcently. " 'ou want to le successful and you can. I
don't believe that God ever ordaitned iat one nian sloild Ic

succes, fuil and another not, but it lies with the mai hims.elf

One cotes stumblinîg into your store, does not shtut tilte loor,

anid hlis breat siiells of whiskey. You want nothing to dIo with

iimî. Right after imin comes another bright, smart fellow. lie
walks briskly, shuts the door behind him, aiid is cleanly aued,
a dirty man can't be a salesnan. 'l'he fellow makes an impres
sion and sells his goods."


