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THE TRADE AND THE PUBLIC,

Itia & peculinrity of all class periodicnls that
in advocating tho rights of the interoat thoy un-
dertake to ropresont they scom to givo them
aclves 0o concorn nbaut the public good, as if
that might bo left to take care of Jtself. Ono
might almost fancy their objocts were antagon-
Litic, for, whilo tho uno 1 nlways lamenting
when fow pricos provail, tho other refoices In
getting its commoditios ns cheaply s it porsibly
can, and people may Lo said to troublo them.
sclves very littlo abaut tho cast of prodduction of
tho articlo thoy wnnt, when thoy o to market
to lay out their n wioy to tha Inst ndvantage.

What avails it that thy dealor can sliow that
ha in offering his goods at tho morest shadow
shovo cost price, if tho man ovor the way is
willing to scll o similar and oqually geod
material at o atill Jower figuro?  Yver since the
socond Sir Robort Peel’s time, whon lio beeamo
the advocats of free trado (having proviously
opposed it with all his might), and gave out his
colobrated procopt, ns if it wero n happy thought
to which ho owed his conversation, that it was g
first principlo of trnde ““ to buy in tho cheapest
market and sell in tho dearest,” all idea of
taking into consideration the expenses incutred
in producing tho material we ars inclinad to
deal in has been abandonod, ns an oxploded
weakness  with which fres trade has no
sympathy,

But there was nothing originalin Rir Robert's
plausiblo phrase, which beeame popular mercly
bocause he had uttored it, ns & novalty, and it
was taken up and ropeated as tho cssonc of wis.
don which embodiod in a fow words tho whole
doctrine of frea trade, and loft nothing more to
bo eaid about it. It had, howover, long beforo
been practically adoptod by thoso branches of
businuss which the pplice aro supposed to keop
an oyo on, and ‘of which wo have o woll.known
reprosentative in tho characlor of Mr. Fagin,
tho amiable patron, crewhilo, of Oliver Twist,
and that clasa of trader might alinost justify his
calling by proving it o bo in strict nccordance
with Sir Robort Pecl's rescript, and possibly its
tendoncy has boen in somo degreo to domoralizo
trado.” W xisy "ba less scrupulons in looking
for choapnoss, as 8 sort of duty enjoined upon
us by this modérn law of trado, which docs not
suggest to us tho nocessity of ascertaining how
the goods wo aro in pursuit of camo to bo so
cheap.  That duty is loft to tho teaching of the
statutos at large, if pooplo '‘chooso to run tho
risk of thom, aud place implicit confidoncs in
the honvaty of tho scllor, without asking any
inconveniont quostions as to his rights of pra-
prictorship in tho,commodity ho is willing to
disposo of so much bolow the market prico.
And thore is always the chance of escaping ill-
consoquonces by appealing to Sir Robert Peol's
apothegm. It is casy to pload that unless you
“buy in the cheapest macket aud sell in the
dearest *—that is,’ tho deurcst market availablo
~business cannot bo donoat a profit under freg
trade. ‘

If it has not loywered the standard of trading
morality in somo approciable dogreo, at all
events tho torth ‘‘ connection,” as appliod to
busincas, scems now-a-days to” have a differont,
meaning from tha¢ which it formerly jossessod.
In past times the word was ynderstood fo moat
cortain partits who dealt regularly with-acer-
tain houso for certain goods, and mutunl deal-
ings in this way often continued for a lifetimo 3
now it means littlo more in a goneral sonso Lhan
corrospandonts and dealers you aro known ¢o,
and with whom you have an oceasional transac.
tion when they cannot got tho goods a fraction
cheaper elsewhero.

Yortunately, however, in tho timbor trado wo
aro loss oxposod to malvorsations of this kind
than in alinost overy other, Tho bulkinoss of
tho warcs is o sort of guarantee for intugrity in
tho manipulation of them, Theg cannot bg
hidden away in bags, boxey, or barrels, and pasy
muster in tranemission a8 something totally
different.  Thero thoy are, conspicuous to all
tho world, wherever thoy go, indifferont to com.
mont and criticist, and ontirely indopendent
of it. . e

Noithor is tho apparent negloct of tho public’s
intorcat so roal as at tho fimst it might Lo ac-
countad in troating only of tho advantages to
trade, Tho dowire to eco pricea keps up to a fair
paying level arises from n conviction, not nocos-

uary (o bo constantly obtruded, that it cannet
bo good for tho community atlarge that any jmn.
pertant and logitimato trade should bo carrfod
on ot nloss, A prics may ba Vory modesalo artl
yot bo a paying ono 3 on the othoer hand, it may
socin rathor high and yot tho ssllors may bo got-
ting nothing by it. Such hns been tBd state of
the timbor trade in many parfs of Britain
Iattorly, whero wholosale transactions have
borno no profit becauso too much was paid at
first kand, in comparison of thojlontifulnoss of.
the supply, to bring the commodity to market.
Tha duty of tho jonrnalist who has undortaken
ita causo is thon to call tho attontion of tho
trado to this stato of Affairs Uy pointing put the
sourcos of jta difficulty, collocting and submit.
ting to thom tho facts that Lear upon it, and
suggtasting how tho ovil may Lost bo mitigated.
Butins & there s no impliod.: disregard of
tho gool of the public, who aro suppaesed to
gain what tho trade {s dgsing. Thoro is nothing
of tha apirit of monapoly, and desire to gbtain
moro than the fair valite of the goods brought
forward, and for the rest the public is well ablo
to tako care of itaclf, and roquires no spocinl
ploader to teach it how to make the hardost
bargaing, as wo have intimatod, without taking
conscicnco at all into its calomlations,

Thero ix o dispoxition in'fashion to insist that
a fair day’s work should bo supplrinentad by a
fair day's wages, but no ono agitates for a faie
profit to tho man whose goous are fairly paid
for. Ho must take his chance in the markot
againat anothor who has perhaps not paid for
tho commodity ho is selling, 2nd never means
to. Such are tho ‘mpedimenta which oome bo-
twoen a trader and his just expoctations when
o thinks ho has 1aid out bis money well, and is
lvoking that it should yicld him s reasenable
return. LT

These thoughts havo hoen suggestod to us by
tho apparont noccssity we havo lattorly boen
under of always harping.on the samné string.
Wo look in vam for esoiio ancouraging news
from the provinces, as to the solld revival of the
trade for which tho importors aro waiting, If
any of our corrcspondonts spaak cheerily, it is
mnetly, after tho mauner of C in Cuttle, at
tho Wooden Afidshipman, in Leadenhall streot,
when ho rubbed his hands, aud thought businesa
looking up, Locauso somobody callod and in¢
quirod the price of u pair of: spocticles, “The
trade continues lauguid, and-withgut bope of
immodiate improvément, though the manufac-
turing iudustries ard roportod as dolpg botter
than thoy wero a littla while back.  Liverpool,
Hull, Grimsby, Hartlepool, and Nowcastle are
all in suspcnse, ~ud havo no faith in obtaining
satisfactory prices for the now arrivals, which
are already coming forward in rather formidable
proportions (cspectally in Liverpool), though
thoy have not as yet materially affoctod home
prices, bocauso their offcct-was proviously dis-
counted, and poople rofrained from extonding
their orders abroad till they saw how thoir mar-
ket would bear the now atrain on them of their
first importation, "

On the othor side of tho Atlantic they are
moro hopoful of this season’s trado than thoy
are horo, and our Chicago correspondent’s letter
(Jaune 11, p."361) draws s hright picture of the
prospect before it out there, but pog, ‘without a
suggéstion that*tho ‘cutting of 1oks may bo
superabundant.

* A considerablo incrcaso is looked for by
many in the amount of lumber turned out, as
compared with tho cut of other years. Tho
majority of oporators favor this view of tho
situation, and Jook for an abundance of lumber,
though not noro probably than tho demand
will eall for,”

Tho soason has, it secms, been very favorablo
for gotting tho timber clear of tho drivos, and
thero is no anticipation of any difficulty in
bringing tho logs forward, as wo leam from the
concluding paragraph of tho lettnr aforesaid.
A1l idea, therefore, of any curtailmont of our
supply for this year has completely vanished,
whether it be from Northorn Europe or from
Aonorica, and in its place a strong impreasion is
gaining ground that our markots will bo pretty
soveroly tested on all sides.

In Liverpool it is oxpectod that cteamers will

‘tako a load, avon in the Atlantjc timbor tewdo,

this summer, and as thoy will run at very

moderate froights tho ehippors on that sido aro

uot unlikely to charter on speculation in the
abagnco of ordors; as in the worst cano thoy
will only have to hold atock on thin side, mstoafl
of at home, with tho chanco of ‘disposing of it
during the winter, when if unshipped it would
hiave to lio idle and uscloss until the following
spring. It is tho uncertainty which pervades
tho trndo on theso points that has kopt it so
quict and unspeculative so long.

1f tho public gains by this kind of businoss,
tho trads docs not like it.—Timber Trades

Journal,

PRACTICAL ITEMS.

T.0080 pulloys require constant attontion nn.d
tnuch ail, and arovery hand on the belt. It is
best to havo them a triflo amallor than tho tight
pulloy, and with a stop or flango running up to
tho dinmeter of the tight one. This takes tho
strain off tho belt and tho friction. from the
pulloys.

Whoro a mill is deiven by mortiso gearing, it
haws been recoimended to uso a mixturs of pul-
venized chalk and linseed oil, for lubricating
purposcs. Tt s eaid that this mixture is much
better for wooden cozs than oil, tallow or flour.
*Tho chalk for this mixture should first be {2l
verized and then sifted with afino siove.

Any sharp Jteel will cut glass with great
tacility when kopt freoly wot with camphor dis.
solved in turpentine, A drill may bo used, or
oven tho hand alone. A hole nay b roadily
onlarged by a round file.  Tho ragged cdges of
glass may also bo thus smoothed with a flat filo,
Flat window gigss can be rcadily sawed by a
watch spring saw, by tho aid of this solution
In short, thq most brittlo glass can be wronght
almost as casily ns wood, by tho use of drilling
tools kept constantly moist with camphorized
oil of turpontine.

Ordinary white wood can bogiven theappear-
ance of the finest black walnut, The wood®
first thoroughly dried and wannod, is coated
ones or twico with a strong aqueous solution of
onzrict of walnut peel.s When half dried, tho
woeod thus treated is brushod with a solution
compound of 1 part (by weight) of bichromate
of potassa in 5 parts of boiling water, and after
drying thoroughly 1s rubbed and polished, By
this treatment, the color is said to be fixod in
the woml to tho depth of ono-twelfth to one.
sixth of an inch, and in the majority of cascs
tho walnut appearance is declared to bo very
pertectly imitated,

So eminent an authority as Professor Swoet
8ays, in referonco to the quostion of cconomy
by reduction of friction, that of two systems,
one offering a saving of 10 per cont. by reduc.
tion of friction, and the other 20 per cent. in the
use of steatn, Lo would take that which led ton
saving in friction, which of nccessity implies
saving in maintenance, attendance, repairs, de,
lays, cte.  Tholoss by attendance, repairs and
dolays it greater in s;mall engines than in Jargo.
To get oconomy in friction, thero should bo
generous wearing surfaces, well fitted, and pro-
perly lubricated, and the engine should be in
absolute alignmont. Wo often find shafts which
aro set in perlect ling and remain so whea at
rest, but which are deflected by the strains put
upon them while at work. -

The American Architect and Building Necs
says that maplo i3 unquestionably better than
tho average yellow pine for flooring. It is vory
finc-grained and tough, though perhaps no
hardor than yellow pine, and is completoly freo
from tho liability to splinter, which injuros
much of the latter. Somo years ago a number
of Boston mill-owners mado thorough tosts o
various kinds of material for flooring thoir fac.
torices, whero tho wear is very severo, and con-
cluded that maple was superior to any other
Very possibly this oxperience may have led to
the favor with which maple house-floors arc re-
arded in that region,

Fourtcon years ago a Mr. Sterling, of Mon-
roo, Michigan, placed two gato posts of whito
oak in front of his residenco.  When they wero
sct hobored into tho top of each with an inch
and a balf augor a holo threo inchos deop, filled
it with common salt, tightly plugged it, and
copperod the posts. Having occasion recently
to chango tho location of tho posts, ho found

HOW FORESTS PRODUCE MOISTURE,
Dr. Franklin B, Hough, United Statos Com
wissioner of Forostry, gives tho following et
planation of the offcets of forests on molstury :
It is a matter of common romark that onr
streams diminish asthe woodlands aro cleard
away, o a8 to materially injure the manufac.
turing intorests depending  upon  hiydrauhie
power, and to requtirs now sources of supply for
our state canaly, and for the use of ‘citios nnl
largo towns, Many streamns onco navigablo ara
now ontirely worthloss for this usa’ Tho modo
in which this influonco operates will ho readdily
understood whon we consider tho cffects of
f(.\mta upon the hunidity nnd temporaturo of
air.

A deciduous tree, during tho season when in
folingo, is constautly drawing from the carth,
and giving off from its leaves n considernblo
amount of moisture, and in somo cazes thia
amount i8 vory great. This chango of state
from o fluid to a gascons condition, is n cooling
process, ond tho air near tho surfaco, lein.
socured from the sun and from the winds, bo
comes, by this means, so humid that o rank,
succulent vegetation often springs np anmd
thrives, which in an open field wonld wither
and perish in an hour. Tho nir being thus
charged with moisture aid cooled, docs not
tako up by evaporation the rains which fall, aud
tao eoil, being more open, readily allows the
watar from melting snowa and from showers to
sink iuto the carth, from whence a portion ap-
pears in springs and in swamjs, which give rise
to rills and streams.

Tho air at all thncs holds moro or less watery
vapor in susponsion, and its cafacity for duing
#0 i3 increased s the temperaturo is raised, nug
by a steadily gaining rato, but moro rapidly as
the heat is mereased. Thoro cau bo no evapora.
tion when tho air is saturated with mosture,
and no deposit of water in any form until the
temperature ia roduced to tho point of satura.
tion, It 13 not yet dotermined as to how far
tho cooling and mojstening influencs of n grove
may extond. It must dopend wpon many cir
cumstances, and especinlly upon the slopo of
the surface, and tho direction of the winds
Tho cffect is often apparent to the oyo from the
freshness of the herbage m adjacent fiolds for
many rods in width.

Tho cffcct of waodlands in retaining snows
whero they fall, and in dedaying their melting
in tho spning, has L overywhero observed in
snowy countrics, In such localities the snew
cannot bo drifted by the winds, and when it
molts ia disappears stowly, sinking into the sil
rather than flowing off upon the surface. The
cffect of this delay in checking a too carly ap-
pearanco of fruit blossoms, cantiot bo mistaken.
Tho result is in fact similar to that of consider
ablo areas of water, such as our northeru lakes,
along the borders of which, expecially on the
loc-sitle, fruits aro found to flourish with the
greatest suceess, In a country interspersal
with clumpx and belts of wodlands, the snms
drift less, and their meltivg more cienly over
the durface cannot fail to bo beneficial to the
interests of agriculture, and noro especially to
meadows and pastures.

HEMLOCK RAILROAD TIES.

During November, 1566, the Rock Island
ralroad laxd 2,000 hemlock cruss ties that had
been saturated with chlorido of zine in the rvad
bed of the main Iine, some three-fourths of a
milo west of Englewood, as an exporiment,
Last Saturday theso ties were cxamined, and
soveral of them brought to the company’s offico
in Chicago. Svmo of them were found in g
state of prescrvation, while others that hal
Leon rojectod wero found sound within, but
wero rotten on tho surface whero expwsed to the
wot. Homlock i consicdered very poor asre
gards its preserving qualitics. It i9 also claimed
that it nsually commences deeaying in the
center.  Near theso hemlock tics were somo oak
ties that woro Jaid in 1573, some of which were
badly decayed. Upon these specinen ties lad
been Jaid at tho samo timo steel mils from Eng
land,.whero thoy still romain, thoy also having
been placed thero on tost, '

Toxy ALL D0 ir—Fverybody uscs ** TraprRRY " for

them as sound from top to botlom as thoday

whoy wero planted.

tho tocth and broath, tho newest, brightest, coslest
littlo tollet gem catant. Try a b cent swple.




