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Sweet wtho hight of Sabbath eve,
And soft the sunbeam Iing'ning there ;
Thuse sacred hours thes low earth leave,
Wafted 00 wangs of praise and prayer.

Season of rest ! the tranguil soul
Peels thy sweet calm and melts in love ;
And while theso sacred moments roll,
Luith sees a smiling heav'n above.
Epsestox.
¢ Jtis good to bo here,”* should be the languago
of our soulg, not tnerely when on the monut of
ordinances, but throughout aft the hours of that
blessed day which Jehovah has sancufied for
hunself.  Itis good to be apart from the cares
and turmotl ol tune; and gaimng thns sacred
aminonee, Jo look abroad upon crernity. And,
wore our hearts but night with God, such medi-
tation, though solemy, would be far from sad ;
tho calin majesty that encircles tho Iofinue
would settlo and composo the spint, and should
find a responso within to that counsel of theLevites
to tho remnant of Israel, *¢ ‘This day 18 holy unto
the Lod) &e.

So lar from having any tendency to throw
a ehadaw over the nuad, it is the nauve property
of divine teuth, whea fully recerved, 10 mmaster
peaco and joy. If Christians, then, are under
the donunior of habital and prevalent dejection,
it 18 not becauso they have too much religron,
but secause they have too lttde.  Indeed, of
our Chrnstiamty has never beon to us the spring
of a genuble satisfacuon, there is 100 much reason
to suspect it of sporicusness; at all ovents, to
conclude that it has but a very broken and in-
perfect sway. .

*I'hat joy, in sume measurc or degree, is an
essential sesult of the possession of a true faith,
is snvolved 1 innumerable declaranons of Scrip-
wre. Joy is cxpressly mentioned among the
froits of the Spirit. It 18 Paul’s desire for the
Romang, that the Gad of hope mav fill them
with ail Joy and peace m believing. ‘The Psalm-
ist deciares that praise is comely for the upright;
oxhorts all lands to make a joyful noise unto
God ; prays that the nations may bo glad, and
sing for joy, nad that the davghicre of Judah
might exult in God's judgments; counsels all
worshippers to serve God with gladaess, and
como before hus presanco with singing; and
gives an oxplicit warraat m.:xll that seck him 1o
glory in his holy name. Itis an apostolic pre-
cept to hive reyocing 10 hope,—to rejoice in the
Lord alway 3 and, to mark its imporiance, the
ingunciion 13 repeated, ¢ Again 1 say, rejoice.” ]
In a word, the announcement of a Saviour 13
« good udings of great joy ;" s appearanco
was to give light to the people that walked 1n
darknrss ; the very name of his forerunner was
one of gladness ; and lus disciples are dirceted
10 the natural 1esue of thar faith, which noumog
but its weakness prevents them from reaching, ,
when Peter addresses these words to the chud.
ren of tho dispersion.—¢ in whom, though now
ye sec hum nat, yet believing, ve rejoice with joy
unspeakable, and full of glory.”

Why, thea, shonld our hands hang down, or
our knees bo feeble I ¢ Say to them that zre of
a feacful heart, Bo strong, fear not”—=* We de-
clarc o you giad udings, how thatthe pro-
mise which was mado unto the fathers, God hath
fulfilled the same unto us thewr childeen, in that
he hath rassed up Josus again < Itis Christ
that died ; yven, sather thar is risen again * “in
whom dwelleth ali tho fuluess of the Godhead
bodily ”

Besides the general reasons for religious and
sober joy, which is supplied by the grace that has
heen brought nigh unto us through the appearing
of Jesus Christ, thero aro special reasons peeu-
Harly appl eable to all searons of selemn festval
and, in particular, to shat weekly rest which
God's Word appunts and blesses.

One of these may be drawn from that comn-
momon of saints, in spint and puipose, which s

one of tha must refreshing of revealed truths,

‘I'o think that there is one great family cal-
led by the name of Jesus, scattered indecd through
overy nation, and kiwdred, and people, and
tongue,—yet keeping the unity of the spirit in
tho bond of peace ; bowing around a thousand
hearty, yet before one throne of grace ; praying
ina thousand tongues, but the language of their
hearts breathing one melody ; diflering in badily
form aid feature, put bearing one imago and
superseription on their souls ;—to think that on
this day, especially, their hymns and prayers aro
alt ascending, to be perfumed with lumanuel’s
costly cense, and to retura in showers of bless-
ing: surely this were enough to enkindle the
coldost affections—to chicit a glad avswer to the
Lovites’ exhortation, * Mourn aot, nor weep.”
To think that the hving stones, found on every
shore, from the 1cy mountains of tho north to the
1slands of the southern wave, are being brought
together 1o consututo one glonous temple, invi-
sibly yet ndissolubly cemented by the blood of
the Lamb,~—and that this day has a pecubar part
to porform in consoldatng the sacred edifice,
—tins were a sufficient reason for an angel’s joy.
And need we add that the Sabbath s joyful
too, as the appointed emblem of tho rest that re-
mawmeth for the people of God? It s hallowed,
not merely by the concert in worship oftho saints
on carth, but as the 1ype and figure of their ador-
ing reposoin heaven.  But how does our sinand
corraption mako the comparison to fal!  How
“cold our warmest thought” 1o the service of
those, Ins 1imnisters, who are as a flame of fire !
How wreiched our unbelieving doubts and fears,
our hlaf-confiding prayers, our stammeriog prai-
ses, when placed in contras: with the full tde of
joy and gratiude which is poured from the lips of
those who have exchanged faith for vision, and
serve Him day and night in his temple! Yot
let the institution of the sacred day, as emble-
matic of its eteraal antitype, elevate our amms,
raso our affections, and fill us with a2 holy
gladness. “ The Lord has rison indeed,” and
gone to “prepare a place” for us—a place of
overlasting Sabbath and jabileo. Lord, bring
meto that reet! Guide o with thy counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory! Amen.

—_—
SELECTIONS FOR THE YOUNG.

MY MOTHER ENOWS BEST.

A party of little girls stood talking bencath
my window, Some nico plan was on foot ; they
wore going into the woods, and they meant to
make oakleaf trimming, and pick berrics, and
carry luncheons. 0,1t was a fine time they
meant to have. ¢ Now,” said they, to one of
the number,  Ellen, vou run home and ask your
mother if you may go. ‘I'ell her wo are all
gong, and you must.” Ellen, with her green
cape bonnet, skipped across tho way and went
ints the house opposite. She was gone somo
timo,

The litle girls kept locking up to the win-
dows very impatiently. At length tho door
opencd, and Elen camo down ihe steps. She
d'd not seem to ko in a hurry to join her com-
panions, and they cried ont, * You got leave 1
You aro going, are youi” Ellen shook her
head, and said that her mother could not let her
go. ¢ O," cried 1he children, * it is too bad!—
Not go! it is reaily unkind in your mother.”
« Why, I would make her let you 0! O
1 would go whether or no.” My mother
knows best,” was Eilens answer, and it wasa
beautiful one.  er lip quivered a very little, for
1 supposo sho .wanted to go, and was much dis-
appointed not 2o get leave ; but she did not Jook
angry or pouting, and her voice was very gentle,
but very firm.when she said, ¢ My mother kaows
best””  There are a great many occeasions when
mothicrs do not see fit to givo their children
Jeare to go and do where and what they wishto ;
and how often aro they rebelhous and pouting in
consequenco of it!  But this is not the truc way,
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for itis not pleasing to God. ‘The truo way is
chovrfu]l ncquiescenco 1n your mother's decision,
‘Frust her, and smooth down your ruftled feelinga
by 1ho sweet and beautiful thought, ** My mother
knows best.” It will save you many tears snd
much sorrow. It is tho gratitude you owe her,
who has done and suffered 50 much for you.—
Christian Treusury.

CoxTrovERsY.— Although heresies and dissen-
sions are immediately prejudicial to the church,
by disquicting the mwds of men, and produciag
an ahienation of affection, which 13 the usual ef-
fect of a differenco of sentument, yet they ultis
mazely contribute to s purification and cstab-
hshment. When controversies about ductrines
arise, individuals may be seduced ioto crror and
apostacy by the plausiblo reasonings of false
teachers, but 1n conscquence of the closer atten-
tion which is given to the subject of discussion,
it comes to be better understood than before ; is
expressed with greater accuracy of langunge,
and is supported by arguments more judiciously
selecied, and more skitfully arranged. Those
who are conversant with ecclesiastical history,
will recollect more than one instance in proof
of this observation.—Dr. Dick.

IHravex.—Heaven is a day, without a cloud
to darken it, aud without a night to endit.

In heaven all God's servants will be nbund-
antly satisfied with his dealings and dizponsations
with them, and shall see how all conducied hke
50 many winds to bring them to their haven, and
how cven the roughest blasts helped to bring
them homeward.—AMason.

A Morner's Praver.—* When I could first
remember,” said John Randolph to a friend,
« 1 slept in the same bed with my widowed
mother: each night, before putting me to bed,
I repeated on my knees before her the Lord's
Prayer and the Apostle’s Creed ; cach morning,
kneeling sn the bed, I put my little hands in prayer
in the same form. Years have since passed
away ; I have been a skeptic, aprofessed scoffer,
glorying in my infidelity, and vain of the inge-
nuity with which I could defend it. Prayer never
crossed my mind but in scorn. I am now con-
scious that the lessons above mentioned, taught
me by my dear and reverend mother, are of
more value to me than all that I learned from my
preceptors and compeers.”

Usz or AFrricTioN.—Mako uso of affliction a3
a great advantage for your purest and unmixed
delight in God. The servants of Christ, have
usually never so much joy in tho Holy Ghast as
in their greatest sufferings, especially if they be
for hiasake. The soul never retireth so readily
and delightfully to God, as when 1t hath no ong
else thar will receive it, or that it can take any
comiort from. God comforteth us most when he
hath mado us sco that none else can or will re-
lieve us. When all friends have forsaken ussave
only ono, that one is sweeter to us than ever.
When all our houso is fired dowa exeept ono
room, that room is pleasanter to us than 1t was
before. 1le that haslost one eye, will love the
other better than before.—Daxter.

————ee
SELECTED THOUGHTS.

That the- objects which interest tho heart in
religion arc infinitely more durable and impor-
tant, than all others will not be disputed ; and
why should it be deemed irrational to be affecied
by them in 2 degree somewhat suitable to their
value.—I. Jiall.

I ought to study Christ as an intercessor. _Io
prayed wost for Peter, whe was most to be
tempted. I amon his breast-plate. If I could
hear Christ praying for me n the next room, 1
would not fear 2 million of cnemies. Yet dis-
tance makes no difference ; he 18 praging for mo.

—McCheyne.



