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is shown by the fact, that it was what actvally took place when the ob-
stinacy of men, in refusing to fullow the course indieatcd, rendered cuer.
clon necessary § for it ia evident, that the compulsion eventuaily laid
upon them was for no other pirpose, than to constrain them to take
the very course which they had without compulsion declined to follow.

Well, then, we find the scveral families of Noali's descendants perver-
sely keeping together, lenving many fair regions of the world without in-
habitants. Eventually, we find tiiat the population of the still wnited
families, had extended itsclf 8o far as the land watered by the ‘ligris and
Euphrates, and had come, whether by succession, or consent, or violence,
umrer the chicftainship of ¢ a bold, ad man,” of the name of Nimrod,
Coneeming the poasible character of this man much has been written §
but we really know pothing more than that hie was a strong, forceful, and
unscrupulous character, a leader of men in his menceation, and the first
fosnder of the Assyro-Babylonian cmpire, which Lhowever small in ite
heginning, was destined, ages afier, to overshadow nntions,

Having come thus far, and finding nothing beyond them to the south
and west but inlospitable de crts, they may easily have supposed that their
~<tension had already reached the bounds of the habitable earth, and that

fisperse, in onder to explore those geemingly uninhiabitable regions,
I be peril to their cxistence,  ‘Uhese apprehensions coincided with
w policy of their leader, whose ambition secins to have aimed at nothing
le= than the rale over mankind, which could only be secured by keeping
the Janilies of Noal together.  They, therefore, pethaps at his suggestion,
concluded to make thcie stand against further dispersion in the fertile land
aud by the abundant rivers to which they had come.  But coming, as
they did, from a land of mountaina, and from the saceed shade of Ararat,
into flat plains seemingly as bouncticss g the aca ; and observing that in
this plain—the unexploted extent of which must have been greatly exag-
grerated in their nunds—any matked obiject, such as a tree, could be scen
from a great distance, they concluded to set up n lofty tower which would
at once, A8 & common centee, bie to them what the mountain of the ark
had been; and would at the same time declare their purpose not to
disperse, and by a sigaal landinark from afar, protect them, as they
thought, from being lost or accic, atally dispersed in the illimitable plain.
In this way we may recognize the natural actions ot men who, having
these objects in view, find themsclves for the first tine without those land-
matks and ohjects of distant reengnition which mountains afford,

So they set about to build acity, and therein ** a tower whose top
should reach unto heaven,” ‘Ihey used for this purpeze the materials
still employed in the same country, where there is no stone, and where
the dryness of the clunate preveats the need of buent bricks.  They ean-
wtructed their works of sun-dricd mnsses of mud, cemented and strengthe-
encd with the bitumen which is abundantly produced in the samo region.
Two mighty heaps are founid on the desolated site o Babylon, formed of
the foundntions and fallen superstructure of groat ancient works thas con-
structed ; and it is thought by some that one ol these (cither the Mujehibe
or the s Nimvoud) may present the foundations of the very building
which those meun undertonk, but were prevented from completing, although
in latter ages it may have formed the basis of the tower which counted
among; the wonders of the ancient world.

+ [ic who sitteth in the licavens™ derided this foolish attempt to frus-
trate his councils, Ilnherto they had ail spoken the langunge of the
antediluvians, and of their father Noah, ‘Ihis, indeed, had alone rendercd
possble the union which they were s0 anxiousto preserve. Int God * con-
founded their language,” so that they could no longer understand cach
other, and they were not only constrained to abandon their work, but
their continuance together became no longer practicable or convenient.
As the researches of the moat learned philologers have appearcd to sliow
that the languages of men may be traced to three principal roots, it is
enough to suppose that the result wasthe formation of two new languages,
which, with that already existing, would give one to each of the families
of Noah—thus constraining their scparation, {neir dispersion, and the
fulilment of theie destinics. But ifany oue thinks this number of lan-
guages inadequate to the proper distribution of mankind-—we contend not.
It is quite possible that each of these three stenis of language might have
run into branch dialects uniatelligible to those by whom the other dialects
were spoken. A very limited degree of experience suflices to show how
unintelligible the different dialects of the same language may become to
all but those who use them. Da Bartas, whom we formerly had occa-
sion to quote, gives a graphic and curious account of the immediate effect
of the confusion of tongues upon the opcrations of the builders of Babel:—

* Bring me, quoth one, a trowel, quickly, quick ;
One brings him up & hammer: Hew this brick,
(Another bids,) aud then they cleave a tree:

Make fast this rope ; and then they let it flee.

QOue calls for planks ; another mortar {acks ;

‘They bear the first a stone—the last an aze.

One would have snikes; and hitn a spade they give ;
Another asks a saw, and gets o sieve,

‘Thus crossly-crost, they prate and pant in vain ;
What one hath made, another mars again”

THE POOR MAN'S EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIANITY.

‘There can be nothing more unjust than the conclusion that the poor
man has no evidence within reach, because he las not the external.
We will not l‘llow that God has failed, in this respect, to prepare for the
poor. We will go into the cottage of the poor disciple of Chiist, and
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we will say to him, ** \Why do you belicve upon Jesus T You know little
or nothing about the witnese of antiquity. You know little or nothing
about the completion of prophiccy. You can give me no logical, no gram-
matical, no histotical reasons for concluding the Bible to be, what jt
fesses itzclf, a revelation, made in carly times, of the willof the Almighty.
Why then (o you belicve upon Jesus? What grounds have you for
faith, what basis of conviction 1"

Now if the poor man lay bare his expeticnce, he will, probably, show
liow God hath prepared for hun, by giving sucly a reply as the joliowing
« 1 lived long unconcerned about the sonl. [ thought only on the plea-
surcs of to-day : I cared nothing fur the wonn which might gnaw e to-
morrow, [ was brought, howevee, by sickness or by disappointment, or
by the death of the one I beat loved, or by a stastling sernion, to fear that
all was not right between me and God, 1 grew moge and more anxiove,
‘Terrors hauated me by day, and sleep went from my pillow by nigit.
At lengih I was bidden to look unto Jesus as * delivered for my of.
fencey, and raised agan for iny justification.’  Instantly I felt him 1o he
exactly the Saviour that I needed,  Every want found in him an imme-
diate supply 3 every fear a corchial; every wound a batine - And ever since,
the more 1 have read of the Bible, the more have [ found that it must
have been written on purpose for myself, It secins to know all iy carcs,
all my wmptavons ; and 1t gpeaks so beautifully a word in season, that he
who wrote it must, [ tlunk, have had me i lus eye. Why do 1 believe
on Jusus?  Oh, T feel him to be a divine Saviour—that is my proof.
Why do 1 believe the Bible 2 1 have found 1t to be God's word—there is
my witness.”

\We think, nssurcdly, thiat if you take the experience of the generality of
christiang, you will find that they do not believe without proof. We
:\F,nin say that we cannot assent to the proposition, that the christianity
of onr villages andhamlets takes for granted thie truth of the Bible, and
has no reason to give when that the truth is called in question.  ‘Ihe
peasant who, when the hard 10il of the day is concluded, will sit by his
fireside, and read the Bible with all the cagerness, and all the eonfidence,
of one who reccives it, o_sa message from God, has some better ground
thau comnion report, or the teadition of his fore-fathers, on which to rest
his_perzuasion of the divinity of the volume.  The book speaks to him
witlt a furce which he feels never could belong to n mere human composi-
tion. There i3 drawn such o picture of his own heast—n pieture preseme
iny many features which he would not have discovered, had they not
thus been owtlined, bug which hie recognises as most nccurate, the instant
they arc exhibited—ihiat he ean be sure that the painter is none other
hut he who alone searchies the hieart.  “The proposed deliverance agrees
so wonderfully, and co minutely, with his wants; it manifests such un-
bounded and equal concern for the honour of God, and the well-being of
man ; it provides, with so consummate a skill, that, whilet the human
race is redeemed, the divine attributes shall be glorified 3 that it were like
telling him that a creature spread ount the firmament, and inlaid it with
worlds, to tell him that the proffezed salvation is the device of impostors
or the figment of enthusiasts, ’

Yea, and it is a growing and strer gthening evidence which God, of hie
govdness, has thus prepared for the poor. Whensoever they obey »
dircetion of Seripture, and find the accompanying promise fulfilled, this is
a new proof that the dircction and the promise are trom God, The
book tells them that blessings are to be sought and obtained through the
name of Christ. ‘They ask and they receive, What is thie but & wit.
ness that the book is divine? Would God give his sanction to a lie?
The book assures them that the Holy Spirit will gradually sanctify those
who believe upon Jesus. They find the sanctification following on the
belief, and does not this atiest the authotity of the volume? The book
declares that * all things work together for good” tothe disciples of Jesua.
They find that proeperity and adversity, as each brings its trials, so each
its lessons and supports; and whilst God thus continually verifies a de-
claration, can they douht that he made it?  And thus, day by day, the
sell-evidencing power of Scripture comes into full operation, nnd‘ ex-
perience multiplies and strengthens the internal testimony. The peassnt
will discover more and more that the Bible and the conscience s0 fit
into_each other, that the artificer who made one must have equally
fashioned both.  His life will be an on-going proof that Scripturels truth ;
for his days and hours are its chapters and verses realized to the leqter.
And others may admire the shield which the industry and ingenaity of
learned men have thrown over christianity. They may epeak of the
so}.d rampart cast up by the labor of ages ; and pronounce the faith unss-
sailable, because history, and plilosophy aad science, have ail combined
to gird round it the iron, and the rock, of a ponderous and colossal demon-
stration. We, for our part, glory most in the fact, that Seripture so com-
mends jtself to the conscience, and expericnce o bears out the Rible
that the Gosjiel can go the round of the world, and earry with it in all
its travel, its own mighty credentials.— Melvills Dible Tbonglm.'

Foratvaness.—How areat is the contrast between that forgi

to which we lay claim from God towards us, and our temmrrﬁ':::ds:
others! God, we expect, will forgive us great offences—offences many
times repeated; and will forgive them freely, liberally, and from the
heart. But we are offeaded at our ncighbour, perhaps, for the merest
1;11!0:3. and for an injury oaly once offered; and we are but half recon-
ciled when we scemn to jorgive. Even an uncerwin hurour, an am-
biguous wo}d, or a suspeeted look, will inflame our anger; and hardly
any persuasion will induce us for a long time 1o relent.



